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Academy production, Paul, the  
Apostle, leaves an indelible mark  
Students and the Academy of Arts drama team unite to bring the New Testament to life 

by Hannah, senior 

O n Nov. 2, the junior and senior high 

students of Fairfax Baptist Temple 

Academy with the aid of a drama team from 

the Academy of Arts, put on a production 

entitled, Paul, the Apostle. 

 On Saturday morning, excitement was 

clearly in the air, as the students showed up in 

their school uniforms at 9:30 and were fully 

dressed in costume by 10:15. Once the cast 

was in costume, Noah Stratton, Academy of 

Arts Director, led them through a final run 

through with full tech and lights. 

By 12:30, all the final instruction concern-

ing blocking, scene changes, acting was given 

and the cast went to lunch. After a few Chick-

fil-A sandwiches, the makeup girls got to 

work on the entire cast. 

Before long, the cafeteria had transformed 

into a cosmetic parlor. In the midst of all the 

rush and chaos, it was exciting to see the cast 

members literally become their characters.  

The anticipation began to build when the 

students had gotten the approval on their indi-

vidual costume and makeup and were waiting 

backstage. Just as the play was beginning, 

nerves began to kick in and the students be-

gan to pray for each other. It was amazing to 

see how the student body bonded in those few 

moments. From then on, the message of the 

play became real and the whole atmosphere 

changed. 

“I love hearing the message [of the play] 

over and over again,” said  Will Guidinger, 

who worked with the set and scene changes. 

“I think that it didn’t hit home with the cast 

until performance day. During the play, I saw 

the students come together and the Bible be-

came real to them. This cast picked up the 

message and applied it to their lives.” 

During intermission, Hannah Fike, who 

was in charge of the costumes, encouraged us 

to keep doing well and reminded us to keep 

relying on God through the rest of the perfor-

mance.  

“The students came together in a unified 

group to make the play a success. As a result, 

our original goal of getting the message across 

was achieved,” said Noah Stratton, director. 

After the final scene, Mr. Stratton had the 

full cast come out on stage for a curtain call. 

Isaac, Mackenzie, and Daniel gave short testi-

monies after the applause died down.  

“Playing the part of Paul gave me a differ-

ent view of the Bible and just really made the 

Bible come alive to me personally,” said Dan-

iel, who played Paul. He went on to say how 

he enjoyed the week and all that he learned. 

Daniel was not the only one who would 

likely never forget this past week. Many stu-

dents loved having the Academy of Arts for 

many different reasons.  

“I had so much fun,” Ricky, 9th grade, 

exclaimed, “Even though it was stressful and 

hectic, it was a good experience!” 

Ben, 9th grade and Enoch Pan, 7th grade, 

loved getting out of class and learning about 

the lights and sound that must be used for a 

production such as this. 

Many parents and teachers thought that 

the play was a great display of the students’ 

abilities as well as a wonderful avenue to see 

the Word of God presented. 

“I really enjoyed watching the play. I had 

to laugh when Mr. Stratton made the com-

ment about what our students could accom-

plish in one week. I will definitely have to 

keep that in mind,” said Miss Quinlan, with a 

smile on her face. 

Mrs. Schimkus pointed out that the Bible 

Jump Quiz teams went through the book of 

Acts in 2012. For Mrs. Schimkus and her 

BJQ competitors, the play was an even more 

exciting way to see the Bible come alive.  

The production of Paul, the Apostle ef-

fected our school spiritually, through the 

messages preached by Noah Stratton, and as 

a jr./sr. high body we were able to come to-

gether and bond in a  way unlike any other. 

As Mrs. Darby said, this experience will cer-

tainly become a memory that we will never 

forget. 

Above: Mr. Noah directs Dan 
and the crowd for the synagogue 

scene. 

 
Right: Reagan, senior,  

catches a break while  

waiting in the makeup room 

Above: Dan and Randy chill 
around a circle of worshipping 

girls. 

 
Left: Ricky and Mr. Will face off 

during the guys’ basketball night. 

Victoria, Hope, Susannah, Vanessa, and Jessica smile with relief during the curtain 
call after the play.  

Makenzie, senior, gives a brief testimony,  
while Dan, junior, patiently waits his turn.  

photos by Mrs. Dyck, advisor 

“And they shall all be taught of God.” 

John  6:45 

Academy of 
Arts comes 
to FBTA 
Students prepare to per-
form Paul the Apostle 
by Jenneth, junior 

M onday Oct. 28 kicked off the busiest 

week of school so far in this year’s 

calendar with the preparation of the epic dra-

ma, Paul the Apostle, with the help of the 

Academy of Arts team from Greenville, SC. 

This year, Dan, junior, was able to take on 

the role of Paul of Tarsus, the main character 

in the play. Nathan, sophomore played as 

Stephen and the Jailor; Reagan, senior, as 

Benaiah; Mackenzie, senior, as Zipporah; 

Hannah, senior, as Joanna; Randy, 7th grade, 

as Barnabas; Jason, sophomore, as Sergius 

Paulus; Hunter, junior, as Mark; Connor, 7th 

grade, as Bar-Jesus; Hart, 7th grade, as Young 

Timothy and Luke; David, sophomore, as 

Older Timothy; Katelyn, senior, as Eunice; 

Ben, freshman, as Andronicus; Diana, fresh-

man, as Andronicus’s wife; Jenneth, junior, 

as Celita; Timothy, sophomore, as Ananias 

and Silas; and Mackenzie, sophomore, as 

Lydia. 

“Dan has done a great job this week being 

Paul. He’s really given it his all. I appreciate 

all the young people—every young person 

has jumped in . . . that’s not something easy 

to do when you’re in front of people, but it’s 

something that’s very necessary for the mes-

sage of the play,” said Mr. Noah Stratton, 

director of Paul the Apostle and of The Acad-

emy of Arts Ministry. 

“This is not Master’s Kids Choir any-

more,” said Connor, 7th grade, looking back 

on the dramatic changes from his past experi-

ences. 

A fraction of the 59 students participating 

came in on the teacher workday to meet the 

academy team and help unload the insanely-

packed trailer stuffed with all the props and 

equipment needed for the production. 

“We took the exact set that we used at the 

building [Logos Theatre in SC] here . . . 

which was a bit of an engineering marvel. We 

actually couldn’t fit it all in the trailer so we 

brought three vehicles,” said Mr. Zac John-

son, assistant director of Paul the Apostle. 

“Packing the trailer is like a game of Tetris—

except that you have to win, because if you 

lose you have to start all over,” he added with 

a laugh. 

Once the initial setting up and unloading 

day was finished, the real work began bright 

and early Tuesday morning. The students 

were divided up into different crews 

(costume, makeup, props stage, and lighting 

and sound) and began working on reorganiz-

ing props, classifying costumes, learning the 

basics of makeup, building a mountain, and 

playing with the amp box. 

But the whole week wasn’t just work and 

hard labor. On Thursday night Mr. Noah 

challenged all the boys to score three baskets 

on him in the gym for a milkshake. Only two 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Free Chick-fil-A 
sandwiches, milk, 
and donuts? 
Strange happenings at FBTA 
by Hunter, junior 

O n Sept. 13, the students at FBTA were 

surprised by Chick-fil-A breakfast sand-

wiches being handed out at the beginning of 

the school day.  

An employee of the Springfield Chick-fil-

A contacted Mrs. Darby saying that she 

“wanted to give a blessing” to our school. She 

brought over dozens of sandwiches early in 

the morning so the students could eat them 

before they got too busy with class work.  

“It was a nice surprise, and they were real-

ly good,” said Susannah, junior. 

“I liked the sandwiches because I got free 

food, and I didn’t have to eat at home,” said 

Mackenzie, sophomore. 

“It was so nice of Chick-fil-A to donate all 

those sandwiches to us just because they 

wanted to!” said Jenneth, junior. 

Right after the sandwiches were eaten, 

Pastor Calvert brought in donuts and milk for 

the students during their second period class. 

“I bet the reason why Pastor Calvert 

bought donuts for us is because he loves the 

students here at FBTA,” said Mason, junior. 

Pastor Calvert timed it perfectly so the 

students could enjoy the donuts right after 

their sandwich. What a healthy breakfast!  

“It was really nice for Pastor to buy them 

for us,” said Millie, sophomore. 

You never know what is going to happen 

when you walk in the doors at FBTA. Who 

knows what other special surprises await the 

student body in the upcoming months? 

The students at FBTA would like to say 

thank you to Chick-fil-A, Mrs. Darby, and 

Pastor Calvert for making Sept. 13 a very 

memorable day. 

Study vs. Procrastinate 
Paying attention, time management skills and good 
studying make for good grades: my opinion and tips 

by Victoria, sophomore 

H as this ever happened to you? You final-

ly get home, throw your books where 

ever, and crash on your bed. You lay there for 

a few seconds, then take out your phone, ipod, 

or get on your computer. You check face-

book, twitter, instagram, or email if you are 

really bored. You snack and just blow the 

evening away without even thinking about the 

books. Then it’s 10:30, and you have a test 

and the first draft of a report due tomorrow, 

neither of which have been started. You’re 

probably getting tired, and you just don’t feel 

like doing any of it. Plus, there is always time 

to study in the morning, right? 

Well, don’t sweat it. Procrastination can 

be fairly easy to overcome. It all depends on 

how badly you want a good grade. In a day 

where “ain’t nobody got time for that,” time 

management and a few tricks can make a 

difference. 

(1) Flash cards are your friends. They are 

mostly fast and simple to do, and they are 

great for quick reviews. 

(2) If you enjoy those extra few minutes of 

sleep in the morning, try studying in the car. If 

you get motion sickness, then this tip isn’t for 

you.  

(3) It requires time. Say you forget your 

notes at school and your text book is chock-

full of details and extra information, skim 

read while taking note of the bold print terms, 

diagrams, and maps. 

(4) When reading for detail, highlight the 

things that might be on a test. By the fourth or 

fifth week of school, you should know how 

tests ask questions and what things are really 

important or not. 

(5) If you struggle with managing time, 

take a mental note as to how long each as-

signment will take and stick to it. 

(6) When necessary, or if you think you 

might forget, always write things down. 

(7) Monday tests are always a pain. When 

you find some time, create a review sheet to 

quiz yourself. 

(8) Occasionally, have somebody quiz 

you! 

(9) Put 100 verse sheets or monthly scrip-

ture papers on binders to create accessibility. 

(10) Look over things as often as you can. 

(11) Find a place where you can concen-

trate. If music helps, go for it! I prefer classi-

cal solo piano. 

(12) Don’t just sit! If you are reading a 

book or studying, do laps around your room! 

Do a pushup every other sentence. 

(13) If you are planning for a long night, 

get comfortable. Bring out the pillows and 

blankets and hot drinks! I love hot tea or hot 

chocolate. 

(14) Always know when tests, quizzes, 

and assignments and projects are due. Make 

sure to use your planner! 

(15) It never killed anyone to actually 

focus in class. 

(16) For faster memorization, make men-

tal connections of alliteration or the order of 

words and letters; for example: Johnny Ap-

pleseed, Appalachian or chlorophyll, chloro-

plast 

(17) Try reading things out loud. 

Victoria, Alyssa, Veronica, Nathan contemplate  
how they are going to make the most of their study time tonight after Miss Quinlan’s Spanish class.  

Someone got Murray-ed 
The wedding everyone has been waiting for 
by Victoria, sophomore 

I t finally happened! FBTA’s junior and 

senior high math and science teacher, Ms. 

Roeske, has gone and gotten herself married. 

She and Robert Murray tied the knot right 

here at FBT at noon on Oct. 12, 2013.  

The happy couple filled the auditorium 

with a beautiful, creative theme of fall, with a 

color scheme of pumpkin spice, burgundy, 

and goldenrod. The flowers and decorations 

were placed in a classic display down the 

aisle and on the platform.  

“Even though it was very hard work, it 

was worth the huge smile that I saw on  

Robyn’s face,” said Mrs. Darby, school pro-

ject manager. She and many others including 

Mrs. Roeske, mother of the bride, stayed up 

until the early hours of Saturday morning to 

prepare for this fantastic day.  

The aisles were lined with brown candela-

bras, each with three glass cups. The two 

cups on either side were filled with spices, 

and the middle cup held a simple floating 

white candle. The stage had the traditional 

unity candle centered with two 7-light candle-

sticks on either side.  

The bride wore a stunning, satin gown 

with an old-fashioned corset lining the back. 

The upper part of the dress was layered in 

elegant beading which also spiraled down 

from the side into the back of the dress.  

Her veil, made by her mother and a family 

friend, went down to the mid-back and cov-

ered her face; it had beautiful beaded designs 

placed throughout.  

The groom wore a black vest with a rust- 

colored shirt and black dress pants. The 

bridesmaids wore black lace tops with a satin 

burgundy belt, burgundy satin skirts, and 

black shoes. The groomsmen wore the same 

thing as the groom with the exception of 

burgundy shirts. 

“I liked all the fall colors,” said Reagan, 

senior. “I thought it was very traditional and I 

liked how they didn’t wear full suits.” 

“I thought she was pretty,” said Gabby, 

kindergartner, while enjoying a fall-themed 

cupcake.  

The reception took place in the Family 

Life Center (better known to students as the 

gym). The tables were white and silky, deco-

rated with candles, leaves, spices, and an 

assortment of mints and original “(RM)²” 

decorated chocolates.  

The delicious Oktoberfest-themed dinner 

consisted of pork and coleslaw, mashed pota-

toes, macaroni and cheese, pasta salad, green 

vegetables, and rolls. The drinks served with 

dinner included a choice of hot chocolate, 

wassail (hot, mulled apple cider), or apple 

juice punch.  

The most anticipated part of the meal was 

found in the center of the room on the giant 

cupcake display! Decorated with flowers and 

leaves, the diverse assortment of hand-

decorated cupcakes was definitely a big hit!  

“The cupcakes were too beautiful to eat,” 

said Jenneth, junior. “They were so creative-

ly different from a traditional wedding cake.” 

This was such a special day for everyone; 

the rain even stopped just for the ceremony! 

To help guide them through their journey 

together, the newlyweds chose Deut. 10:12 

as their wedding verse: And now, Israel, 

what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, 

but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all 

his ways, and to love him, and to serve the 

LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all 

thy soul.  

Congratulations, Mr. and Mrs. Murray!!! 

     

Mr. and Mrs. Murray pause for pictures after the wedding. photo by Mr. Stevens 
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Delicious and nutritious! 
Cinnamon apple parfait  
by Hope, sophomore 

I f you’re looking for an easy fall snack, this recipe is perfect because it’s easy, healthy, and 

delicious! Yogurt or apple lovers, you will definitely enjoy making this 5-step fall cinnamon 

apple parfait! This recipe makes 1 serving. 

 

. . . And many more! 
Birthday celebrations vary, especially when 
you’re stuck at school 

by Victoria, sophomore 

W hat is the first part in common to 

these three phrases: _____hat, 

_____favor, _____ animal. The answer is 

party! Party hat, party favor, and party ani-

mal! 

Birthdays during the school year are 

slightly harder to celebrate than in the sum-

mer, but downscaled partying is still enjoya-

ble with family, friends, and creativity. 

Most mini-birthday surprises are instigat-

ed by a considerate friend. The idea of wrap-

ping lockers and signing is old, yet it still 

brings smiles. 

Other locker shockers include filling the 

locker with candy, stuffing it with as many 

balloons as possible, or strewing it with 

streamers. A personal card is classic and al-

ways nice to receive.  

Most common are the goodies brought 

into homeroom or lunch. Sharing doughnuts 

in the morning is a sweet start to a great birth-

day. Others choose to bring cinnamon rolls, 

cookies, brownies, and even famous Schim-

kus sheet cake and Castilla fudge. 

Some people prefer to “let them eat cake.”  

“My mom used to make angel food cake,” 

said Mrs. Murray, junior high and high 

school teacher (formerly Miss Roeske). 

“I love cheesecake or carrot cake,” said 

Madison, 6th grade. 

“I’ll definitely take chocolate,” said An-

nie, sophomore. 

Some more crazy things can happen on a 

birthday. 

“When I was thirteen, I invited my friends 

and had a Mexican feast. We somehow got a 

huge block of cheese and passed it around 

taking bites until it was gone,” said Mr. Fend-

er, high school  principal, who prefers lemon 

meringue pie. 

“We ate cupcakes and ice cream, and we 

had goodie bags! We tied balloons to our 

chairs,” said Diego. 

Sometimes, people get surprised on their 

special day. 

“I had a great time [for my birthday last 

year]. There were balloons all over the place, 

and I thought ‘Wow! This is for me!’” Veron-

ica, sophomore, said as she related her unex-

pected 15th party. 

“I took my friends and went to Universal 

Studios. I didn’t even know what was going 

on!” said Isaac, junior. 

“I was surprised on my 18th birthday 

when my dad woke me up, and there were all 

these people at my house!” said Mr. Gleb, 

junior high teacher.. 

Here, our teachers really do care about the 

students individually. In elementary, Mrs. 

Page hands out a silly birthday hat to the ag-

ing youngster. Mrs. Rodriguez brings a bal-

loon, a birthday wrist band, and a dollar for 

her students on their special day. In senior 

high, Miss Quinlan never misses a moment. 

Students find a card and a candy bar waiting 

for them on their desk—even students with 

summer birthdays get something on their half 

birthday. 

Don’t forget to take time and enjoy the 

people around, and to all our fall babies, hap-

py birthday! 

P.S. The best way to eat a cupcake is to 

take off the bottom, put it on top of the icing 

and eat it like a sandwich! Enjoy! 

A taste of autumn 
Fall scents and flavors are wafting into our lives 

by Annie, sophomore 

B y the time summer has come and gone, 

everyone is ready for the taste of pump-

kin spice coffee and fresh-baked apple pie. As 

the leaves change their great greens to bold 

reds and crisp yellows, we shed our shorts and 

t-shirts and start adapting to long pants, boots, 

and jackets.  

 “[The pumpkin spice coffee creamer] is 

very rich and creamy … very good,” said Mr. 

Niggl, science teacher, who is notorious for 

his passion for fall flavors. 

Even when walking through the stores, 

you can see scarecrows and pumpkins on 

every aisle. 

“Whenever I think of fall, I think of pump-

kins, turkeys, and the changing of colors. I 

like that it gives a start to something new,” 

said Arianna, freshman, thoughtfully.  

“I like the changing of the leaves because I 

know it brings along a new year,” said J.T., 

6th grade, with a smile. 

Even though fall is the start of something 

new, some think of it as a checkpoint in the 

year. 

“[What I like about fall is that] it’s closer 

to us getting snow!” said Daniel, 6th grade, 

excitedly. He is already thinking about the 

snow-blanketed ground.’ 

So, ’tis the season to curl up with a steam-

ing slice of pumpkin bread and enjoy this 

time of autumn! 

Ingredients: 

1 medium apple 
2 tsp. butter 
2 tsp. brown sugar 

1 tsp. apple pie spice, divided 

(alternately, you can use 3/4 tsp. 

ground cinnamon, and 1/8 tsp. each 

of ground nutmeg and cloves) 

1/4 cup apple cider 
1/2 cup plain Greek yogurt 
1/4 cup unsweetened applesauce 
1/4 cup granola of your choice 

Directions: 

Core the apple and chop into 1/2-inch 

pieces (you can also peel the apple, if you so 

choose).  

Heat butter in a medium skillet over medi-

um-high heat. Add in the apple chunks and 

brown sugar, and cook until slightly softened, 

about 5 minutes, stirring occasionally.  

Sprinkle apple chunks with 1/2 tsp. apple 

pie spice; stir. Pour in apple cider, reduce heat 

to low, and simmer until apples are soft and 

cider has reduced, about 5 minutes, stirring 

often. Remove apples from heat and let cool.  

In a small bowl, stir together the yogurt, 

applesauce, and remaining 1/2 tsp. apple pie 

spice.  

Set out a glass. Spoon in a bit of the yogurt

-applesauce mixture into the glass, followed 

by some of the granola and a few spoonfuls of 

the apples. Repeat layers until the glass is full. 

Enjoy! 

accomplished this feat, one of which was 

Ricky, freshman. Afterwards the guys all 

teamed up to play a couple of games. 

“[Mason] was on one team, I was on the 

other, and we had stopped to figure out the 

score, and he was waving at me like ‘When 

we’re ready, pass me the ball,’ so I was like, 

‘Okay, I’ll do it,’ and I did this really cool no-

look pass, and he was on the other team. He 

completely fooled me and went down and 

scored a basket,” said Mr. Zac. 

Not to be outdone, the girls had their own 

time laughing and joking during the week. 

“For an illustration, I had all the [makeup] 

girls blindfolded, and they had to do makeup 

on the other girls. The illustration is to show 

that even if you know all the correct steps . . . 

if you don’t have the Word of God with you 

to take your blinders off and to be the lamp 

unto your feet and the light unto your path, it 

cannot look good, just like if you do makeup 

blindfolded,” said Miss Grace Pierce, head of 

makeup. 

While the makeup girls were attempting 

the impossible, the costume crew had their 

own time of bonding. 

“We were like old ladies sitting in a sew-

ing circle. It was so much fun,” said Victoria, 

sophomore, fondly. 

Not only did the students of FBTA learn 

how to act and work backstage, but they also 

heard stirring messages from Mr. Noah every 

day in chapel. Each member of the Academy 

of Arts team constantly reminded the stu-

dents that what they were acting out really 

did happen. 

“People like Dan are incredibly lucky to 

get a chance—an honor, really—to get a 

chance to play a role like Paul, or David with 

Timothy, or Hart with Younger Timothy. I 

mean these are people that actually lived,” 

said Mr. Zac. 

 This week will not soon be forgotten. 

The lives of the FBTA students have been 

profoundly impacted and hope to make great 

strides in the school this year. 

Academy of Arts (continued from page 1) 

Connor, 7th grade, gets the evil Bar-Jesus  
make-up treatment. 
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Away game avenues 
What students like about away games 
by Rebecca, junior 

P eople furtively glance at the clock, as the 

minutes seem to tick by slowly . . . until 

the minutes turn into seconds and the long 

awaited announcement is heard, giving stu-

dent-athletes an immediate release from 

school.  

It's a way to get out of school early and 

hang out with your friends after being stuck in 

school for hours. Away games provide an 

outlet for student-athletes that they can't get 

here at school.  

“What I like about away games is that I 

can get away from my home-body-like men-

tality,” said Isaac, junior.  

“It's a chilled atmosphere,” said Collin, 

junior.  

“Away games aren't rigid; we can hang 

out with friends, wear jackets, talk, and 

laugh,” said Reagan, senior.  

Whether it's the two-hour long bus ride, 

the extra support for your team, or the con-

stant fast-food stops, away games are antici-

pated by most everyone.  

So what gives an away game its appeal? 

“Leaving early,” said Amelia, 8th grade. 

“Riding on the bus and talking,” said Julie, 

7th grade.  

Sometimes away games bring students 

back home late, leaving students not a lot of 

time to finish homework. So how do students 

balance games and homework? 

“On late-night games, I get to school early 

the next day to do my homework in study 

hall,” said Julie, 8th grade. 

“I try to do my homework beforehand and 

also when I get back home from the game. I 

find it hard to work on a moving bus,” said 

Dan, junior.  

This season, the volleyball and soccer 

teams went on away games to Heritage, 

Leesburg, Lighthouse, Faith, and Evangel.  

by Hope, sophomore 

T he 9-12th grade students and their parents 

were invited to FBTA’s annual College 

Information Symposium on Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. 

College information about Maranatha 

Baptist College, West Coast Baptist College, 

Pensacola Christian College, Heartland Bap-

tist Bible College, Crown College, and Bob 

Jones University was given out and discussed.  

“It was a great meeting for parents as well 

as students. Not only was there good food but 

also great testimonies,” said Susannah, junior.  

Mr. Tavis Long and Mr. Reuben Castilla, 

former Pensacola Christian College and Bob 

Jones University graduates, gave inspiring 

testimonies on how choosing a Christian col-

lege and following the Lord’s leading in this 

decision will pay off in the long run.  

“I thought it was very well planned out 

and extremely well-coordinated. Mrs. Darby 

did an amazing job preparing the food and 

Mr. Cornell lined up two excellent speakers,” 

said Reagan, senior.  

A helpful brochure given out by Mr. Cor-

nell introduced 25 things to consider when 

evaluating a Christian college.  

“It had me thinking and put into perspec-

tive that college is not just a choice you can 

quickly make but rather a choice that your 

parents and you, and ultimately with God’s 

help, need to make,” said Elise, freshman. 

So students and, most importantly, sen-

iors, consider these colleges and these 25 

points as you seek God’s wisdom in making 

your decision. 

Governance/Overall 
•  Places its primary focus on Jesus Christ; 

exalts Christ and makes Him the Head and 

center of its thinking 

•  Is directed by a Board of Trustees that 

are conservative Christian leaders 

•  Seeks to bring all students to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ 

•  Primary goal for students is excellence 

in preparation for their future ambassadorship 

for Christ in their profession or vocation 

•  Alumni reflect the college’s success in 

preparing Christian leaders 

 

Academics 
•  Taught from a Biblical perspective 

•  Taught by faculty members that profess 

Christ as their personal Savior 

•  Taught in a God-honoring environment 

•  Includes appropriate boundaries on sub-

ject matter and content 

• Includes a mandatory, strong chapel pro-

gram 

  

Campus Life 
•  Christian in look and feel—clearly dis-

tinct from a secular campus 

•  Appropriate boundaries are set for time, 

activities, visitors, etc. 

•  Good ministry opportunities are availa-

ble, and involvement is encouraged 

•  Campus-wide activities and events are 

God-honoring 

•  Positive peer pressure is present 

 

Spiritual Climate 
•  Faculty and student leaders will be (for 

you) as iron sharpening iron 

•  Overall climate is conducive to you 

maintaining personal separation 

•  Daily dorm devotions and prayer time 

are important to the students 

•  Student body is like-minded regarding 

Bible version, soul-winning, music style, 

modesty, social drinking, etc. 

•  Local church attendance, membership 

and service is encouraged 

 

Major Specific 
•  Competitive requirements for entry into 

program 

•  Strong history of placing graduates in 

jobs in their field of study 

•  Above-average test scores for graduates 

in career specific exams 

•  Undergraduate degrees readily accepted 

at graduate schools 

•  Network of graduates employed in field 

of study 

Annual college  
information symposium 
Students and parents find out more about  
Christian colleges 

Victoria Rodriguez, sophomore, looks through the 
literature on the table at the college symposium. 

by David, sophomore 

W hat would life be without prayer? One thing is for sure, we 

wouldn’t be able to talk with God. Prayer is the secret to a close 

relationship with Him. 

Of all the stories in the Bible, a very good example is the one of Da-

vid in Psalm 5:1-3, “Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my 

meditation. Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my 

God: for unto thee will I pray. My voice shalt thou hear in the morn-

ing, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and 

will look up.” We see here that David is praying to God for spiritual 

strength.  

Lies have been spread about David that are not true. But he knows 

that God will defend him. You see, David had an intimate relationship 

with God. In the morning he would direct his prayer and look up to God. 

He set aside time to meet with God. He made God a priority in his life. 

We all have busy lives. We have school, sports, 

and plenty of other things to do. But until you set 

aside time to meet with God, you will have no de-

fense against the attacks of the devil. 

So think about your life. Do you meet with God 

every day? If you don’t, there is no better time to start 

than today.   

Does it matter if you pray? 
A key principle in the Christian walk 

The junior and senior high boys meet together on 

Tuesday mornings to pray for our school. Pictured: 

Hart, 7th grade; Jason, sophomore; Reid, junior; 

Hunter, junior; Ben, freshman. 

Shopping & 
Sleepovers 
A few of a girl’s favorite things 

by Mackenzie, sophomore 

A fter school on Friday, Oct. 25, several 

of the teen girls all changed and piled 

into the church van for a fun night filled with 

activities with Mrs. Boyd. The first stop was 

Leesburg Outlets, where everyone got to 

shop for amazing deals! 

“It was a lot of fun! I’m soo glad I got to 

go, it was awesome shopping with my 

friends,” said Hope, sophomore.   

After the girls finished shopping they ate 

and went to a corn maze, where Mrs. Boyd 

was crowned with a glowing pumpkin head-

band. The corn maze was very long and con-

fusing. 

“My group got lost and we couldn’t find 

our way out for like two hours, so we broke a 

path through the corn to get out,” said Krista.  

Several of the girls decided to go home 

after the corn maze instead of sleeping over, 

but those who did stay really enjoyed them-

selves.  

“It was a lot of fun even though we 

burned the cookies,” said Arianna, freshman.  

photo by Rebecca, 
junior 


