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FBTA experiences an information ‘blackout’  
Students and teachers alike remain in the dark as to the dangers that brew in Congress 

by Catherine, senior 

L ast month, the week of Jan. 15, history 

was made. Several websites, most nota-

bly Wikipedia, participated in an “internet 

blackout,” shutting down their servers for the 

entire day. Even Google took part in what 

has come to be the largest internet blackout 

in history, placing a black censor bar over 

the iconic title “Google” on their homepage. 

This was a huge news item the week it 

occurred. Never before had so many servers 

gone down in protest of a single piece of 

legislation. And yet, as monumental as this 

occurrence was, alarmingly few people 

know why the blackout occurred or even 

what it was protesting. 

The internet blackout was a protest 

against the Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA), 

the recent legislation proposed by the U.S. 

government to do just as the name implies 

— stop online piracy. However, in a recent 

poll of the FBTA junior and senior high 

grades 7-12, 59 percent did not know what 

SOPA was. Even several of FBTA’s own 

faculty did not know what this bill was. 

So what? It’s just a bill stopping piracy, 

right? Why would it matter whether students 

know about it or not? If it mattered enough 

for Wikipedia to shut down for an entire day, 

it matters that students know about it. 

This bill is a textbook case of good inten-

tions with bad ramifications.  

“Government ‘protection’ of intellectual 

property rights, while well-intentioned, 

would give them power far beyond just stop-

ping pirated movies, and could begin a 

downward spiral to the point that the govern-

ment could start demanding which sites 

Google could list under certain searches,” 

said Mrs. Dyck, journalism teacher. “Once 

the government starts a new program, where 

would it ever stop?" 

Many of the representatives for Virginia 

also stand opposed to this legislation. 

"I remain opposed to the Stop Online 

Piracy Act,” said Congressman Gerry Con-

nolly. “We need a free and open Internet. 

SOPA will have unin-

tended consequences 

against the high tech 

industry in our district, 

and place undue bur-

dens on our small inter-

net businesses. Con-

gress must continue to 

work with merchants, 

content providers, and 

Internet Service Provid-

ers to strike the right 

balance." 

"As I’ve been saying 

for some time, both 

SOPA and PIPA go too 

far,” said Senator Mark 

Warner on his official 

blog. “Online piracy is a 

real and serious prob-

lem, but there has to be 

a better way to go after rogue sites without 

fundamentally changing the way the internet 

works." 

While this bill would, in effect, stop 

online piracy, it would also hand over the 

First Amendment freedoms Americans hold 

so dear over to the government. This bill 

infringes upon the rights of free speech and 

paints a terrifying picture of a future straight 

out of George Orwell’s novel 1984.  

Since the blackout, President Obama has 

since stated that he would not allow the bill 

to pass until some major changes were made 

to it, primarily changes concerning the pro-

tection of Americans’ First Amendment 

rights. Though SOPA is not currently a 

looming threat, it is alarming to think that 

Congress was willing to pass such broad 

legislation with so many negative repercus-

sions in tow. 

“What I think it says is that when they 

made the bill, they didn’t make it narrow 

enough,” said Mrs. Pigott, government and 

economics teacher. “I think there are some 

things about the bill that are good, but it’s 

not narrow enough.” 

What is perhaps more alarming than the 

legislation itself is how few people were 

actually aware of what it was. More than 

half of the students in junior and senior high 

at FBTA were completely oblivious to the 

fact that a bill was being worked on that 

would snatch their freedom of speech right 

from underneath their noses. As Christians, 

such ignorance is unacceptable. 

“We’ve abdicated politics to the world,” 

Mr. Niggl said. 

Christians are called to be salt and light 

in the world, but if Christians are not aware 

of the issues, how can they oppose bills like 

SOPA? Christians have been content to 

move only in the realm of religion and have 

left the sciences and government to be the 

abuses of the world. This cannot go on! 

It is high time Christians picked the 

gauntlet back up and started taking an active 

role in government again. If everyone will 

do his part to stay informed and participate 

in the government, the American people can 

protect their rights from SOPA and other 

bills like it. 

Strange though it may be, if SOPA were to be passed, 
many peoples' Facebook profiles could end up looking 

something like this. 

photo by Catherine, 
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Spiritual 
Winter 
How to get victory 
over the “down times” 
by Nate, senior 

W inter is here bringing with it a visual 

reminder: a sad reminder of death. 

Looking around at the leafless trees, the 

browning grass, the overall lack of any 

beautiful color, one can easily see how 

death, depression, and despair are all associ-

ated with winter. But in many ways, winter 

can be associated to something else: the 

valleys of our spiritual lives. 

Nothing brings us down lower than a 

difficult time. The discovery that a loved 

one has cancer, the death of one we hold 

dear, the loss of a much-needed job — all 

can attempt to destroy the Christian’s joy. 

Why? The Bible clearly tells us that walking 

through spiritual valleys of winter is normal. 

God chooses to test His children at various 

times along their spiritual walks to strength-

en them further in Him. 

But why do so many Christians accept 

defeat in the midst of their trial? Why do so 

many lose their joy? After looking closely, 

we can see the one simple cause: Many 

choose to focus on themselves and their 

struggles and in so doing, they take their 

eyes off of Jesus and plunge into the valley 

alone. “I can do this!” is their rallying cry. 

But in reality, none of us can do anything in 

our own strength. 

The psalmist had the proper outlook 

when he wrote in Psalm 71:16, “I will go in 

the strength of the Lord GOD.” 

Remember Paul in his letter to the Phi-

lippians? Chapter four, verse 13 says, “I can 

do all things through Christ which 

strengtheneth me.” 

Now that we have seen the importance 

of trusting in Christ to pull us through our 

current struggle, we need to see the kind of 

outlook we must have towards our trial. 

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning 

the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 

some strange thing happened unto you: but 

rejoice” (I Peter 4:12,13a). 

“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I 

say, Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). 

While it may not make sense humanly 

speaking, we should rejoice that we are be-

ing put through a trial. If we as Christians 

keep our focus on Jesus Christ to lovingly 

carry us through the trial we find ourselves 

in, we can victoriously emerge on the other 

side of the valley — joyfully. 

Give your trial over to God “that the trial 

of your faith, being much more precious 

than that of gold that perisheth, though it be 

tried with fire, it might be found unto praise 

and honour and glory at the appearing of 

Jesus Christ” (I Peter 1:7). 

Everybody’s DEWing it! 
Blue Voltage Mountain Dew still in the top vending sales 

The blue Mountain Dew is 
still sending a voltage of 

goodness through the school 

as students continue to buy. 

by Jenneth, freshman 

S ince September of 2011, Blue Mountain Dew 

has made its rampage through the school, sur-

passing its liquid competitors. Ultimately, this year is 

no different. 

“It’s still selling well, although not as much as it 

had been, but is still one of the top sold drinks in the 

school,” said Mrs. Probus, lunchroom supervisor. 

Students are daily seen walking through the hall-

ways holding the blue bottle of electric goodness, 

including many of the elementary students. 

“The only other drink that sells nearly just as well 

as the Mountain Dew is the canned Diet Coke,” Mrs. 

Probus continued. 

She went on to mention that she had not actually 

tried the famed blue drink herself, but prefers the 

Diet Coke. She also mentions that the cans taste dif-

ferently from their bottled cousins because they are 

two different recipes. 

Surprisingly, though, some students are just now 

discovering the delicious treasure lying in wait in the 

vending machine. 

“I heard so many comments about it and I decid-

ed to try some for myself. I usually don’t drink soda 

or buy it from the soda machine, but I had money 

that day, so I bought one and tried it, and it was one 

of the best sodas I ever tasted. It’s way better than 

the original Mountain Dew,” said Victoria, 8th 

grade. 

“It all started when one of my friends let me try 

it, and I felt it go through my spine and all the way 

up to my brain in the form of a sugar rush. Now, I 

like to drink it whenever I stay for after-school 

activities because I need an extra spark of caf-

feine,” said Annie, 8th grade. Annie has often been 

known to be extremely affected by the electrical 

shock of caffeine. 

Whether discovered now, or earlier in the 

school year, Blue Mountain Dew still runs as one 

of the top sellers in the vending business of FBTA. 
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The Choir Has a New Attire 
The good, the bad, and the mixed reviews 
by Michelle, senior 

T his school year FBTA has changed its 

choir dresses to a black satin dress that 

is similar to the previous choir dress but dif-

ferent in what some might call “drastic” 

ways. 

The first way in which the uniform is 

completely different from last year’s is that 

the girls are required to wear a set of small 

clear crystal earrings and a short matching 

necklace. Necklaces were strictly forbidden 

before, but now it is mandatory and actually 

makes the choir “look more unified and 

[they are] prettier,” said Bailey, freshman. 

The second way the dress is different is 

that the dress is plain black satin-like fabric 

with no “vest,” as some might call it joking-

ly, over the top fourth of the dress, covering 

the sleeves and shoulders to the top of the 

waist. This fabric reduction may add more 

mobility. 

“The choir dresses are more comfortable 

than the old ones,” said Marie, senior. 

“I still can’t lift my arms completely in 

the dress,” said Madison, with a laugh. 

The choir dress also has a dramatic pleat 

in the front of the long skirt. 

Mrs. Darby said the pleats make anybody 

look thinner. Some may disagree, but most 

girls say the choir dress is nice and that it 

looks better than the previous one. 

“I think the new ODACS dresses look 

nice and make the choir look unified,” said 

Allison Swindall, senior. 

The change to the new dress was made 

because the previous one was discontinued. 

The replacement allows for all the senior 

high girls to wear the same dress and to be 

updated in choir apparel. 

Mixed feelings are in the midst of the 

new dress-wearers, but after all, the choir 

dress will only have to be worn for ODACS 

competitions and special performances for 

church. Just a suggestion to those who might 

not give the new dresses an A+: Represent 

FBTA with a smile. 

“Art”-icle 
Eating and painting aren’t  
the only activities going  
on in the lunchroom 
by Cassie, sophomore 

"May I have your attention please: Mrs. 

Lewis's and Mrs. Duerkson's art classes are 

now meeting in the cafeteria. Mrs. Lewis's 

and Mrs. Duerkson's art classes are now 

meeting in the cafeteria." 

Most students simply ignore this com-

mon announcement, but the ODACS art 

students get excited! This means that they 

can now finish (or at least work on) their art 

projects! 

Art time is not only just a time to work 

on their art pieces, but it is also a form of 

social time. After 3:15, Mrs. Lewis, who has 

been the FBTA art teacher for 20 years, al-

lows the students to break out the "goodies," 

which include Oreos, chocolate chip cook-

ies, tea, pretzels and hot chocolate! 

"In order to get into art, you must have 

the attitude, grades, talent, you must be a 

‘finisher’ and love what you're doing," said 

Mrs. Lewis. 

"I volunteer here as an art teacher, which 

can be costly, but the thing that keeps me 

coming back is the students. If they weren't 

so great, there's no way I'd still be here! I 

don’t even want to retire!" she added, with a 

smile. 

The students feel the same way! They 

often have to sacrifice valuable time to go to 

art, but "where there's a will, there's a way." 

"I like art class because you get to be 

creative," said Gabby, 6th grade. 

"I always have lots of fun in art!" said 

Haston, 4th grader.  

So, just what makes art class so awe-

some? Some students say that personalizing 

their own tape, coversheet, and reference 

book is the most fun about art. However, 

others may say that "Bob," a cartoon draw-

ing who occasionally visits the white board, 

is the best. 

"Bob is an evil genius that lurks on the 

board in art," explained Annie, 8th grade. 

"Bob only gets drawn on the board when 

someone makes 10 mistakes in a row," add-

ed Caitlin, 5th grader.  

"Art is fun if you have a passion for it, 

and if you are willing to learn advanced tech-

niques," said Mrs. Lewis. 

Some students even find art class a 

source of serenity . . . or of agitation.  

"When I paint with acrylic, I relax. But 

when I paint with watercolor, I get really 

stressed!" said Madison, freshman.  

The art students only have a week or two 

until they have to give up their masterpieces 

to the framer. The ODACS countdown clock 

is indeed ticking, and it can be really easy to 

get frustrated. Remember to keep a clear 

mind and just do your best! 

What Is This Thing 
Called ‘Choric’ Anyway? 
Choric . . . finally explained! 
by Camille, junior 

B oom! Clang! Beep! Ding-dong! 

These are just a few examples of the 

onomatopoetic words that are so often heard 

in a fun choric presentation.  

What is this mysterious thing known as 

choric? Oftentimes, if you are not directly 

involved in a choric production or are not 

familiar with an ODACS (Old Dominion 

Association of Church Schools) competition, 

the term, "choric" can leave one scratching 

their head. 

The dictionary defines choric as: Belong-

ing to, spoken by, or resembling a chorus in 

drama or recitation. 

Basically, it involves 15 people all stand-

ing together in a group and reciting a story, a 

poem or even having a discussion, while 

speaking both in unison and also taking indi-

vidual turns — all the while never missing a 

beat. It can be really quite entertaining! 

Even though it may all look like fun and 

games, in reality a lot of work goes into a 

choric presentation. 

"I'm so excited about this year's choric! I 

just wish we had more time to practice. I do 

have a good feeling about this one, though, 

and am praying for success. We just all need 

to stay focused!" said Mrs. Darby, choric 

director. 

"I love choric! It’s so much fun, and 

many memories are made — wish we could 

practice more to make it perfect!" said Jack-

lyn, senior. 

"I wish we had more practices, but I think 

we get stuff done in the practices we do 

have," stated Gabby, junior. 

"I have loved being in choric since 9th 

grade, and even though this year we are 

meeting for earlier practices and on Satur-

days, I still make it a priority to study my 

lines and to be on time for practices since it's 

my senior year and I really want to win!" 

said Kim, senior, very excitedly. 

As the sun begins to lazily rise on a Sat-

urday morning, the choric kids are already 

up and heading to practice. Usually, this 

early arising is right on the heels of a previ-

ous late-night FBTA basketball game. Since 

all 15 participants in this year's choric pro-

duction are involved in playing basketball or 

cheering, or have part time jobs, not being 

able to sleep in on a Saturday morning 

makes it especially hard. 

Since Saturdays are so difficult to sched-

ule, choric has had to resort to meeting at 7 

a.m. on Mondays. Aided by 15 cups of cof-

fee, one can hear 15 drowsy-voiced students 

picking up the beat as those early morning 

minutes tick away. Then later in the day, 

another practice ensues during a precious 

study hall! Yes, the choric beat goes on. 

These practices, although not always 

welcomed, are very much anticipated by the 

group and also needed if they expect to get 

past regional competition and on to state 

competition and maybe even to Nationals at 

Bob Jones University in April. 

Another important aspect of choric is 

remembering when to move and when not to 

move. Sometimes that is easier said than 

done.  

Just one person missing their cue or not 

quite in line with the others could mess up 

the entire production, which could mean the 

difference between winning or losing. Also, 

getting 15 people to move at exactly the 

same time, while reciting their lines at the 

same time can be quite a chore for the direc-

tor. 

"I love choric because it's fun to interact 

and have fun with others while still being 

serious," said Kelsi, sophomore. 

 "It's really an enjoyable time to become 

myself and not have to act to everyone's 

standards!" said Tim, sophomore. 

Needless to say, "One, two, three, and 

four" can be heard ringing over and over 

again throughout the practice room as the 

movements continue to be fine-tuned. 

In the long run, all the work will be well 

worth the effort when ODACS comes along 

on Mar. 16. Hopefully, on that day, the cho-

ric group can look back and say to them-

selves, "Job well done!"   

  

New student faces new 
school with determination  

Gabby, 3rd grader, smiles for the camera. 

Ben, 6th grader,  
diligently works on his painting. 

photo by Mr. McCrary FBTA Choral group girls singing and showing the new choir dresses  
on Christian Education Sunday, Jan. 29." 

by Reagan, sophomore 

A  new student has just landed in Fair-

fax’s 3rd grade!  

Gabby is currently enjoying her class.  

“I love to draw and sing” said Gabby, 

commenting on her favorite hobbies and 

subjects. 

Among her favorites are the colors pink 

and blue, and playing with friends at recess. 

“I like playing at recess with her,” says 

Isabella, 3rd grader, commenting on her 

newfound friend.  

As a new student from Cherry Hill ele-

mentary school, she has shown spunk from 

the beginning. She is also learning right 

along with the rest of the class.  

“She has a quiet, but determined spirit 

and [shows] initiative” said Mrs. Rodriguez, 

about her newest pupil.  

With that quiet, but determined spirit, she 

will surely accom-

plish great things at FBTA. Gabby is an out-

standing student and a great person to be-

friend. 

      

photo by Reagan , sophomore 

photo by Mackenzie, 
sophomore 
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How much do  
you know about  
Leap Day? 

Seems pretty simple. Just put in an extra 

day every four years, and all your problems 

are solved. But it’s not that easy! A solar 

year is not exactly 365¼ days. It’s 11 

minutes and 14 seconds short. So, if you 

keep adding a day every four years, then 

every year, there’s an additional 11 minutes 

and 14 seconds that’s out of sync with the 

sun. 

To solve this problem, a decision was 

made to omit leap years every four years for 

only three times every four hundred years. 

However, no calendar is completely perfect. 

They are off by seconds, minutes, hours, or 

days, every year when compared to the solar 

year. 

Leap Day doesn’t just happen here, 

though. It is celebrated and used all around 

the globe. Many traditions have been made 

from this special day. 

“Leap days should be spent doing all the 

extra things that you couldn’t fit into last 

year. Sort of like a New Year’s boon you get 

once every four years,” said Catherine, sen-

ior. 

Traditionally, Feb. 29 is the international 

lucky day when women can propose to men.  

But in Greece, it is considered an unlucky 

day for a couple to marry, or in Scotland — 

even to be born. 

In the Chinese calendar, Leap Year has 

13 months, with a leap month added about 

every three years. In the Jewish calendar, 

Leap Year occurs seven times in a 19-year 

cycle. According to Jewish tradition, the 

extra month of a leap year (Adar I) is consid-

ered a lucky and happy month. 

To calculate when our next leap year is, 

there are two criteria: 

The year must be evenly divisible by 

four. 

If the year can be divided by 100, it is not 

a leap year, unless it can be divided evenly 

by 400. 

According to these rules, 2012 is a Leap 

Year. And on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, we 

were able to enjoy an extra day of life. 

 

Leap Day 101: laws, 
leapers, and lists 
by Rebecca, freshman 

W hat would happen if your birthday 

was on Feb. 29? Your birthday 

would become a special holiday known as 

Leap Day. Your birthday would also add 

another day to the year every four years. 

And, as a Feb. 29 Leaper, you would 

have beaten the odds to be one in four mil-

lion people to share this birthdate. 

“It would be very cool, but then I would 

only be four or five,” Katelyn Bishop, soph-

omore, said, considering the option of being 

a Leaper. 

“It [a Leap Day birthday] would be spe-

cial,” said Susannah, freshman. 

However, being a Feb. 29 Leaper could 

also be depressing.  

“Some parents won’t let you have a birth-

day party every year. And it would be kind 

of weird celebrating it on the 28th,” accord-

ing to Victoria, 8th grade. 

Leap days in general have always been 

kind of unusual. The term “Leap Day” itself 

raises up questions. 

What is with all of this “once every four 

years” stuff? How do you know to add a day 

to the calendar or not? When is Leap Year? 

What even happens on Leap Day? 

Leap years first started over 2,000 years 

ago when Julius Caesar introduced them to 

the Roman Empire. He figured that in the 

science world 

(according to his calen-

dar), a year is about 

365¼ days (or 365 

days, five hours, 48 

minutes, and 46 sec-

onds). So after four 

years, you would have 

almost one day. If the 

earth kept spinning like 

this, then eventually, all 

our seasons would be 

out of whack. So Leap 

Day was invented, so 

that our winters would 

remain cold, and so that 

summer would start in 

June and not July. 

Healthy skin wins! 
A dry winter means even drier skin 

by Mackenzie, sophomore 

I t’s that time of the year again!  The time 

when the weather is cooler, and many 

people begin to suffer from dry skin.  It’s 

itchy, makes your skin feel tight, and it 

leaves uncomfortable flakes on the skin. 

“In the winter, everyone brings lotion to 

school! I use it on my hands the most be-

cause they get the driest,” explained Sarah, 

sophomore. 

 Wendy from the Clinique counter ex-

plained why skin gets drier in the winter.  

Our skin is the most protection we have be-

tween us and the extreme temperature 

changes outside. The reason skin becomes 

dry more often in the winter is because the 

dry air breaks down the natural moisture 

barrier in the skin. The result is a flaky, tight, 

and stronger outer layer of skin. 

Carlie, 7th grade; Elise, 7th grade; and 

Amelia, 6th grade, all agreed that their skin 

gets noticeably drier in the winter.  

“Jergens is the best lotion to use on dry 

skin,” said Carlie. 

 Dry skin can be prevented in many 

ways. Water, which one would think is an 

aid to natural skin, actually worsens it. It 

takes away from the natural, protective skin 

oils. The best solution is to use a lotion that 

has moisture in it, so it can rebuild the mois-

ture barrier back to its normal state. 

“I know I need to moisturize when my 

skin gets dry,” states Kyle, sophomore. 

Some other simple tips for avoiding dry 

skin are as follows. (1) Begin to moisturize 

more once the weather becomes cooler; (2) 

Sunscreen (even in the winter the glare from 

the sun on the snow and ice can be harmful); 

(3) The skin on the hands are thinner, so they 

need even more lotion; (4) Most of all, 

drinking more water is the best way to help 

skin stay moist. 

True love always finds a home 
God brings the perfect person at the perfect time 
by Hannah, senior 

R uth and Boaz, Romeo and Juliet, Char-

lie Brown and Lucy are all classic ex-

amples of infamous love stories. Today, we 

all believe we know what love is, but I do 

not think we know the true love that God 

plans for His children. 

“When Mommy and Daddy say they love 

each other [and] are going to marry each 

other [it’s] because they care about each 

other,” said Jed, K-5, making sure his an-

swer was the right one. 

In our day and age, love is thrown around 

as a flippant word. It is referred to as a 

“gushy” feeling. 

“Love, in my opinion, or the “textbook” 

definition of love is the selfless giving of 

yourself for the benefit of someone else. If 

you love someone, you’re going to sacrifice 

“me” time to spend more time with them,” 

said Dominic, senior, giving his insight on 

love. 

Mr. Niggl described what true love is 

when he explained his love for his wife Mrs. 

Niggl. 

“I remember I loved Mrs. Niggl when I 

was able to truly say that I could treat her 

like Christ does His church,” said Niggl. 

Christ did not design love to be a feeling 

but a passion given by Himself. It is for a 

man and a woman to share for the rest of 

their lives. It is supposed to resemble 

Christ’s love for His church and the world. 

Think about it. If Christ was willing to die 

for the world, then that shows true love. The 

same should be for people on earth. John 

3:16 proves that He “so loved the world that 

He gave His only begotten Son.” 

Love is not a whimsical feeling, and it 

should never be rushed. It needs to be found 

in God’s timing with God’s person. 

“You let true love find you. The Lord 

will bring the perfect person into your life at 

the perfect time,” commented Jacklyn, sen-

ior, with a huge smile and a sparkle in her 

eyes. 

As Valentine’s Day comes and goes, look 

at your own life and evaluate the way you 

see love. Is it just some feeling you get or is 

it honestly a passion like Christ had for the 

world? 

Will you rush into love, or will you wait 

for God’s perfect person? God has someone 

in mind for each one of us. Just wait patient-

ly and God will do the rest. 

Valentine’s Day celebrated by 
elementary with mass partying 
The elementary students each celebrate the  
holiday of love in their own way 

With a quarter of a day left over every year, Leap Day 
was made to keep the earth in sync with the sun. 

Liz, senior, shows off her rose she was 
surprised with on Valentine's Day by 

Shayne, senior. 

by Jenneth, freshman 

N o one in the school does more for Val-

entine’s Day than the 1st through 6th 

grade, and this year’s Feb. 14 was no differ-

ent. Each class did something unique for this 

special day filled with love. 

The 1st and 2nd grade had their room 

decked out with the colors red and pink and 

hearts pasted up on the walls for all eyes to 

see. The students passed out valentines for 

each other and did a theme-related craft that 

all enjoyed. 

“We had a ‘build your own sundae,’ we 

made our own Valentine bags, and we 

played fun games. We also watched the 

Charlie Brown Valentine special,” said Mrs. 

Rodriguez, 3rd grade teacher.      

The 4th graders had pink and red treats 

during the day and passed out their valen-

tines to their friends. They also worked on a 

3D craft from their art book — a February 

calendar with a multicolored paper heart at 

the top. 

“We’ll be eating lots of candy, but only at 

the end of the day; otherwise, they’ll be too 

hyper to focus,” said Miss Sommerdorf, 4th 

grade teacher, smiling while planning ahead 

for the occasion. 

The 5th graders were the most different 

in their celebration of Valentine’s Day, as 

they not only exchanged cards and goodies, 

but also drank sherbet punch and learned 

how to make pop-up cards. 

“We’ll also be playing a surprise game,” 

said Mrs. Page, 5th grade teacher, also re-

vealing what she had planned. 

Both Julie and Vanessa faces lit up at 

their teacher’s words, as they were in the 

room when she hinted the day’s schedule. 

“Caitlin, Caitlin! Guess what? We’re 

going to eat cupcakes, and drink punch, and 

learn how to make pop-up cards on Valen-

tine’s Day!” Julie exclaimed ecstatically to 

her classmate Caitlin, who had just walked 

into the room. 

This year, it will be the last year for the 

6th graders to celebrate Valentine’s Day as 

elementary. 

“Since it’s a transition year for the 6th 

grade, we aren’t going to go all out this year. 

Everyone is allowed to give each other val-

entines — as a friend love, of course, and 

we’ll also eat heart-shaped cookies and write 

Bible verses about love in penmanship,” said 

Mrs. Naylor, 6th grade teacher. 

As everyone who’s been a student under 

Mrs. Naylor knows, her coloring grids are 

one of the most notable things in the 6th 

grade classroom. One can almost always see 

the latest ones hanging up on the wall, which 

the students did by following instructions on 

a handout. If they’ve followed them correct-

ly, the once blank grid will have a vibrant 

picture on it. This month, it was valentine-

themed. 

Not only did the elementary have fun 

with Valentine’s Day, the Jr. and Sr. High 

did as well through the famous game “Hush 

Hearts” that has not been played since 2009, 

where the boys do all in their power to “steal 

the girls’ hearts.” This was executed by get-

ting the girls to speak to them, which result-

ed in the loss of the girls’ paper hearts 

around their necks. 

Whether it was simply by 

distributing cards, doing 

crafts, eating cookies, or 

stealing hearts, the elemen-

tary and high school definite-

ly know how to celebrate 

Valentine’s Day. 

Mrs. Naylor’s coloring grids are always a hit with the 6th graders. 

photo by  
Mrs. Dyck 
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Varsity Girls Undefeated State Champions 
Varsity boys take third; JV girls place second 

by Angelika, senior 

F BTA’s Varsity girls’ basketball team 

brought home the first place trophy and 

became the undefeated state champions. On 

Friday they played Bethel in the first game 

and were victorious. On Saturday the team 

had the biggest game in their high school 

career and for most of the team the last 

game. After playing with intensity and as a 

team the girls were able to finish the game as 

strong as they started. 

“I am just thankful that the Lord allowed 

me to play on a team that has been together 

since the 8th grade,” said Kim, senior. “And 

he also allowed us to win a championship 

with an undefeated season.” 

“I could not have gone through this sea-

son with a better team,” said Liz, senior. 

“I’m so blessed to have a team like this.” 

The Varsity boys also ended their season 

with a great win. On Saturday they played 

against Bethel in the consolation game. They 

were able to end their season with a victory 

and have a lot of fun doing it. 

Both teams were excited to be able to 

have the tournament at FBTA. 

“We are all excited to have roaring fans 

from FBTA and home court advantage,” 

said Shayne, senior. “But we were not just 

playing for a win. We all have family and 

friends at home that we are playing for as 

well.” 

“It is a bitter sweet moment,” said Han-

nah, captain. “We will be pumped up and 

excited to play at FBTA with all of the fans, 

but this is where we have grown up playing 

basketball, and it will be the last time the 

seniors will play together.” 

Most of the Varsity teams are made up of 

seniors, so it was both enjoyable and sad at 

the same time to watch them play together 

one last time. 

“I was totally pumped up for the tourna-

ment at FBTA,” said Liz. “I will be able to 

leave my last memories with the team on the 

basketball court.” 

“It is a great feeling to leave everything 

on our home court,” said David, senior. 

The seniors were not the only ones excit-

ed for this tournament. 

“Being able to share this season with my 

team and the seniors has been very special, 

and putting up a banner will be a great end-

ing to a basketball season,” said Bethany, 

captain. 

This year ODACS had the first official 

JV tournament hosted by Faith. The JV girls 

were also undefeated and ranked first. 

“Playing in an actual tournament this 

year gives us an insight of what next year 

will be like,” said Lily, 8th grade. 

“I was excited because I knew we were 

prepared and could win,” said Susannah, 

freshman. “Going over plays and press 

breaks definitely helped us during the tour-

nament.” 

FBTA JV girls worked hard this season. 

In the first round of the tournament they 

defeated Heritage. The championship game 

was very close, but in overtime, the girls lost 

against Faith by two points. 

David goes over his opponent to take a tough shot. Kim uses her left hand to help her make two points for the team. Lily fights her opponent to secure the rebound for her team. 

Students get a sneak peek behind the score table 
Keeping the book is all it’s cracked up to be and more 

by Catherine, senior 

T he buzzer screeches. In one fluid move-

ment, the crowd is on their feet, surging 

up like the ocean with a deafening roar. The 

quiet swish of the buzzer-beating shot is lost 

entirely in the hurricane of sound resounding 

through the gymnasium. 

But where am I in the midst of this 

storm? I am not among the euphoric crowd, 

nor am I with the cheerleaders. I am not 

catching my breath on the court. I am not 

even on the bench. I am somewhere people 

do not often think about—behind the score 

table. 

There I am, scribbling away furiously 

while simultaneously trying to keep myself 

from joining the crowd in a very time-

inappropriate victory cry. But why would 

anyone in his right mind choose to get stuck 

behind the score table during a game? The 

answer may be better than one may expect. 

 Keeping stats for a sport, offers a student 

a unique and rather choice opportunity. The 

bookkeeper gets the same half credit the 

players get without having to attend practic-

es, though he is welcome to practice with the 

team if he so desires. Additionally, he is also 

able to get out of class in order to attend 

away games. He is also given the opportuni-

ty to cross paths with students and teachers 

alike from many different competing schools 

in a neutral, noncompetitive setting. 

However, the book is not all free credits 

and getting out of class. It requires a sharp 

eye, a quick mind and an even quicker hand. 

The bookkeeper has to pay very close atten-

tion to the game, carefully monitoring every 

moving part of the vastly dynamic sport.  

“Before, when I would watch the games, 

I wouldn’t really watch, I would just talk to 

my friends,” said Joshua, senior. “But now I 

have to pay attention to the game.” 

It is also the bookkeeper’s responsibility 

to alert the referees when a player fouls out, 

when a coach has called all his time outs and 

when a team makes over six fouls, all of 

which, if done incorrectly, can result in a 

penalty on the team. He must be able to 

think fast within rather snug time con-

strictions and write faster than thought itself. 

“When I first got it [the book] I felt like I 

was scrambling to get everything down. I 

still am,” said Hannah, sophomore, with a 

laugh. 

Despite these daunting requirements, it is 

extremely rewarding being able to hand the 

book back to the coach with confidence in 

my work and receive a quiet “Thank you” in 

return. The time spent with friends and the 

new people and places one gets to see are 

reward enough; the free grade only sweetens 

this already saccharine deal. 

“I thought it would be harder at first, but 

eventually I got the hang of it, and now I 

enjoy it,” said Joshua. 

The work done behind the score table 

may be only a small contribution to the team, 

but it is a satisfying job nonetheless, and one 

I would gladly choose again. 

  

Joshua watches the JV boys’ 
game attentively. 

photo by Catherine, 
senior 

The Super 
Bowl: a one 
time a year 
event! 
by Andrew, 5th grade 

W hat do you like about the Super 

Bowl? Some of you probably 

watched the Super Bowl a month ago 

ago, and it was a very close game with 

the Giants winning 21-17.  

Some people go to a friend’s house 

to watch the game. Some people’s fa-

vorite part was the hilarious commer-

cials! Some people stay up all night 

afterward. 

What do people like best about the 

Superbowl?  

“I like watching good competitive 

teams play because I love the sport of 

football,” said Mrs. Page, 5th grade 

teacher.  

“I like my mom’s chili,” said Justin, 

FBT graduate. “It’s really good!” 

“The GEICO commercials!” said 

Jay, 5th grade, while trying not to 

laugh.  

“I like the commercials and picking 

which one is my favorite team,” said 

Marie Neihart, senior. 

Sometimes, it really isn’t as much 

about who wins or loses, but how you 

enjoy the game.  


