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sionaries, and even pray that if God wants 

you to go that you will be willing,” said 

Gabby, junior.  

“The purpose of the International Con-

ference on World Evangelism (ICWE) is to 

stir the hearts of Fundamental Independent 

Baptists regarding the need for planting new 

churches in America and throughout the 

world,” the FBT website states.  

There have been several conferences 

held in the past, the first being in 1990, the 

second in 1993, and the most recent being 

last year.  

“It was very interesting to listen to the 

speakers,” said Caitlin, sophomore, reflect-

ing on the class taught by Mr. Ghareeb.  

Let the 
countdown 
begin! 
The 2012 ODACS 
season lurks upon us 
 by Kyle, junior 

S tudents are eager with excitement as 

preparations for ODACS begin! 

Now, it might seem a little early to be 

thinking about ODACS already, seeing that 

it is five months away. But there are some 

who think that that is not enough time. 

Bethany, junior, selected her 

piece for violin solo all the 

way back in June. 

       “I just love, love, love it, 

love it! I just love my piece 

and I’m excited to play it for 

competition,” said Bethany, 

with an enthusiastic smile. 

Collin, junior, began 

thinking about 2012 ODACS 

even before 2011 ODACS 

finished. Now, that is some 

dedication. Striving for ex-

cellence, Collin has already 

changed his vocal selection 

four times. 

It is not just the senior high that has be-

gun working on ODACS. Elementary stu-

dents are enthused as well at the thought of 

ODACS preparation. The 4th graders are 

just being introduced to ODACS, and al-

ready the “ODACS bug” has caught them. 

They cannot wait to compete.  

The 5th and 6th graders are diligently 

preparing to take first place 

in all of their categories. 

John, 5th grade, gives 

some insight on his view of 

the new ODACS season. 

“I’m looking forward to 

doing more things this year. I 

just like how we can encourage each other 

and have competition [to] see who’s the 

best,” he said. 

Without a doubt, Mrs. Darby is the per-

son most excited about the start of ODACS. 

Mrs. Darby is responsible for filling in all 

the slots for competition, 

helping students prepare in 

their categories and making 

sure the rules are followed. 

“My main goal is to in-

form, educate and encourage 

students to start signing up,” 

said Darby, sharing her goal 

for ODACS. 

Mrs. Darby’s slogan between now and 

ODACS is “stay focused.” 

Preparation is key when it comes to 

ODACS, so sign up and start practicing! 

To view a list of categories and rules, etc. 

visit www.vaodacs.com. 

In Christ 
we engage 
Engaging the harvest 
fields for the laborers 
are few 
by Reagan, sophomore 

W hat is so important at FBTA that 

elementary school misses two full 

days of classes? The International Confer-

ence on World Evangelism!  

This year’s ICWE will be held on Oct. 

31-Nov. 2. Although this ICWE is shorter 

than last year’s, one can still learn many 

valuable things.  

“Hopefully it will have a positive spiritu-

al impact on the student body,” Mr. Fender 

said.   

Just what is the ICWE?  

“ICWE is a good time to praise the Lord 

for all He is doing through missions in the 

world, but also a time to pray for more mis-

“I remember we sang,” said Elisha, 

sophomore. 

This year, several well-known speakers 

will be preaching, including Pastor Kenny 

Baldwin, Pastor Troy Calvert, Pastors Emer-

itus Louis Baldwin and Bud Calvert, Pastor 

Todd Abbey, Pastor Mike Edwards, and 

many others as well.  

“[Last year,] Kenny Baldwin was the 

climax,” said Semere, sophomore.  

This year for the conference, the high 

school will have a few things to do. Mr. 

Fender said that there will probably be sing-

ing groups, but not to the extent of last 

year’s. He also said that the homework load 

might be a little bit lighter too. 

by David B, senior 

E very student at FBTA has most likely 

received at least one demerit during his 

years as an FBTA student. Most students 

also say that they have received 

“undeserved” demerits or demerits which 

they believe they did not warrant. 

In these situations, there is a right and a 

wrong way one can handle himself. A stu-

dent could argue, or he could approach the 

situation in the correct manner. 

“If a student handles things correctly 

there is always a possibility that the decision 

of the rule may be reversed,” said Mr. Fend-

er, junior and senior high principal. “[The 

student must understand that] he does not 

have a right to argue in a classroom setting; 

this undermines the teacher’s authority and 

is irresponsible.” 

So then, how should one handle himself 

when he disagrees with a rule? 

“Pray. Go to the Lord in prayer because 

he holds the heart of your authority,” said 

Mr. Niggl, junior and senior high science 

teacher. “Handle things on a one-on-one 

basis. Then humbly go to authority and ex-

press concern for the rule. If you have a 

better idea for a rule, present it to Mr. Fend-

er. If the rule does not change, submit to 

authority and learn from the experience. 

God will give you grace.” 

After lunch last week, a game played by 

students was called into question by a teach-

er. The teacher thought there was a possibil-

ity that students could be hurt while playing 

the game. Eventually, Mr. Fender ap-

proached the students and asked them to 

stop playing.  

After asking Mr. Fender what the prob-

lem with the game was, the students respect-

fully asked Mr. Fender that the decision be 

reviewed, if they were more careful.  

“We just asked Mr. Fender if he could 

think about letting us play the game,” said 

Arsh, senior. 

Mr. Fender then told the boys that if they 

took certain precautions and respected the 

teacher’s concerns, they could continue 

playing their game. Because the students 

properly dealt with the situation, they happi-

ly play their game in the hallways today. 

Most students understand how to behave 

after receiving a demerit, but haughtiness or 

contempt can cause a student to react in an 

incorrect manner. 

The students do have a say in the rulings 

of the school, but it is up to the students to 

Guiding  
students’ steps 
The proper way to deal  
with a questionable rule 

do so in the appropriate manner, or they 

will lose that privilege. 

Obviously, certain regulations the 

school enforces are inflexible principles 

under which the school must abide. Rules 

like dress code, cheating and disrespect are 

Biblical standards that all Christians should 

follow; however, certain rules unconnected 

with morality or Biblical teaching could be 

discussed between a student and the ad-

ministration. 

 “It is understood that students can al-

ways respectfully talk with Mr. Fender 

concerning any issue,” said Michelle, sen-

ior. 

“The administration wants to help clear 

up the issues in the school,” said Mr. Fend-

er. 

Getting a demerit is an ordeal all stu-

dents at FBTA undergo at least once. Even 

the most well-meaning student may make 

a mistake. What matters is the student’s 

next step.  

If a student handles himself properly, 

he gives himself a chance to clear his name 

or reverse a rule with which he disagrees. 

The steps are there to follow. Will they 

be put into effect? 

Mr. Fender 
gives  counsel 

to a student. 
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The members of the 
Marine Team Quintet 

introduce themselves to 

the elementary school. 
The band performed 

several songs for the 

elementary on  
Monday, Oct. 24.  

photos by David B, senior 
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by Catherine, senior 

A rshmazing.” 

“Fabulous.” 

“Fresh.” 

“Swag.” 

“The top of the totem 

pole.” 

These are only a few 

of the words the senior 

class of 2012 would use 

to describe themselves. 

But who wouldn’t 

agree? The Class of 

2012 is undeniably “the 

top of the totem 

pole,” (till next year at 

least), and we can be 

pretty “arshmazing” at times, one must ad-

mit.  

Who wouldn’t be proud of a group of 

teenagers like this year’s senior class? 

We’re smart, talented musically, athletically 

and artistically, and, to top it all off, good-

looking (for the most part). Many would 

even go so far as to say we’re entitled to a 

little “senior pride.”  

The Class of 2012 truly has it all, lacking 

only one small, negligible thing: Humility. 

“I think, since we’re so big, we get kind 

of over-confident sometimes,” said Brianna. 

“We’ve always been a class others have 

tried to follow. Sometimes we ignore them 

[the underclassmen], which I find unac-

ceptable. We tend to forget that they’re the 

future of the school.” 

 “I have a pride problem,” said Shayne. 

“I would say everyone’s ego is pretty blown 

up. No one in here is too humble. I don’t 

know if there’s really a quick fix, but when 

reality hits and we realize we aren’t really as 

good as we think we are [it will humble 

us].” 

“Yes, [the senior class has a pride prob-

lem] because some people in the class think 

that they constantly have to show off and are 

always fighting for the attention,” said Ma-

rie. “The remedy is just don’t be prideful. It 

says in the Bible: ‘Pride cometh before de-

struction,’” she said. 

In Psalm 131:1, the psalmist writes: 

“Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine 

Do you sleep in school? 
We all can tell when we do not get enough sleep 

eyes lofty . . .” I’m afraid 

very few of the senior class 

could say this of them-

selves.  

       When it comes down to 

it, the Class of 2012 is a 

gifted class, and we have 

been blessed beyond  

measure with many varying 

talents. The problem is that 

we know it. We have 

“exalted ourselves” above 

what we truly are, patting 

ourselves on the back for 

being the best shooter on the 

basketball team or the high-

est scoring student in Eng-

lish 12.  

Paul wrote in Romans 12:3: “For I say, 

through the grace given unto me, to every 

man that is among you, not to think of him-

self more highly than he ought to think. . .” 

This means we have to put ourselves into 

perspective. What are we to the Creator of 

the universe?  

Isaiah 66:1-2 says: “Thus saith the Lord, 

the heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 

footstool. . . . For all those things hath mine 

hand made, and all those things have been, 

saith the Lord: but to this man will I look, 

even to him that is poor and of a contrite 

spirit, and trembleth at my word.” 

Senior pride is not a thing most people 

would view as a “problem,” but for a Chris-

tian, any pride in his life should be looked 

upon as any other sin: Intolerable.  

Proverbs 21:4 says: “An high look, and a 

proud heart . . . is sin.” The Holy Spirit 

ought to convict us when we lift ourselves 

up or allow our egos to become glutted on 

the praise of others. Rather, we should strive 

to live out II Corinthians 10:17: “But he that 

glorieth, let him glory in the Lord,” giving 

God all the praise and glory in both our fail-

ures and our triumphs. 

As the senior class prepares to do battle 

with pride once more, may we put on “the 

whole armor of God” and make Galatians 

6:14 the prayer of our hearts: “But God for-

bid that I should glory, save in the cross of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

No matter what the language,  
pride means the same thing: Sin. 

by Mackenzie, sophomore 

S leep is not just wasted time. 

“Yeah, I can definitely tell when I don’t 

sleep, I just don’t want to come to school,” 

said Kyle, sophomore, sharing that the main 

reason he doesn’t get enough sleep is be-

cause of T.V. or sometimes homework. 

Many students agreed with him about the 

reasons they go to bed late. Mondays and 

Tuesday were normally said to be the night 

students get the least amount of sleep. 

Homework, studying, and distractions 

were common answers for staying up late, 

but some people also said that their body 

just does not fall asleep until later. 

Teens already do not get as much sleep 

as younger kids because of homework after 

school and social activities. Teens’ bodies 

naturally want to fall asleep later and sleep 

in longer. 

“It is just hard for me to fall asleep at 

night,” said Joanna, sophomore. 

With teenagers needing an average of 

nine hours of sleep a night, and many only 

getting between five to six, it is not a sur-

prise that many students are tired during 

class. 

“I am just kind of slow,” said Hannah, 

sophomore, explaining what she feels like 

when she doesn’t sleep. 

Not getting enough sleep does not affect 

only the student. Many people said they can 

tell when a friend has not slept because they 

are more irritable and not talkative. 

With such busy schedules it can be hard 

to find enough time to get enough sleep.  

Finishing work earlier in the day, instead of 

waiting until late at night to complete it, can 

help you get to bed earlier. 

Also, avoid caffeine! It doesn’t solve 

tiredness.  It’s just a crutch that can actually 

keep you up. 

Sleep makes you feel better, but its bene-

fits are much more that just feeling good and 

getting rid of under-eye circles.   

Sleep can improve memory, improve 

grades, help sharpen attention, lower stress, 

and even helps with acne or other skin prob-

lems. 

The seniors go to war 
The Class of 2012 struggles in the battle against 
‘senior pride’ 

Jacklyn, senior, briefly rests her head on her desk before moving on to the next subject in her study hall. 

Flying to 
the top 
Rabina cheers her way into 
competitive competition 

by Hannah, senior 

L et’s Go! Let’s Go! Let’s Go Team!” 

Rabina, junior, absolutely loves to 

cheer.  

She moved to Virginia from St. Peters-

burg, Russia, where she was adopted by 

Mr. and Mrs. Hoopes. She spent a year in 

boarding school in Missouri before re-

turning to Virginia where she joined the 

George Mason High School cheerleading 

squad.  

“I am the one who was thrown into the 

air and flipped. I was the flyer,” said Rab-

ina, very excitedly. 

“I have been a part of competitive 

cheerleading for two years,” commented 

Hoopes on her favorite hobby. 

“Getting to know all of my friends on 

the cheer squad was one of my favorite 

things about cheering,” said Rabina, with 

a smile. 

The cheering she competed in is dif-

ferent from FBTA’s cheering squad. Her 

team had specific routines that had to be 

followed, and they competed against oth-

er cheer squads. 

“The most embarrassing thing about 

competitive cheering is messing up while 

cheering,” said Rabina. “I am in front of 

a lot of people, and if I mess up, the 

team’s scores will be lowered.” 

Rabina is planning to join the FBTA 

cheering squad. 

“I am really excited about being a part 

of the cheering squad,” exclaimed Rab-

ina, with a lot of pep. 

Whether being thrown into the air, or 

just hanging out with her, Rabina is a 

great person to get to know. 

“Rabina is a fun girl to be around, and 

no matter who you are, she will be your 

friend and share laughs with you,” said 

Sarah, sophomore.  

In Miss Dyck’s English class, the junior class performed skits and celebrated a Thanksgiving early in October.  

photo by Hannah, senior 
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The wanted 
showers of 
victory 
Bad weather has not 
stopped the soccer team’s 
strive for the goal 
by Angelika, senior 

R ain has taken over this year’s soccer 

season, but the tournament still goes 

on as previously scheduled. 

Because of the abundant amount of rain, 

the team has more work to do to get ready 

for the tournament. 

Rain has not only caused four games to 

be canceled, but also several practices. 

“We are not in the best shape,” said 

Coach Fender. “We’ll have to substitute 

more.” 

“We have great leaders on the team who 

have the ability to win a championship,” 

said David, captain, before the game. “But 

we need those players and the rest of the 

team to step up. If they do, I believe we can 

win.” 

Momentum  
propels the girls to victory 
The right approach is key to win 
by Bethany, junior 

M omentum is probably the biggest 

factor in volleyball,” said Mr. Fend-

er, athletic director. 

A single good spike, block, or dig can 

swing the momentum and determine who 

wins the match. 

"It's a sport that's different from soccer or 

basketball because there's no time limit so 

momentum has a huge factor," said Fender. 

"Volleyball is not a timed sport, so if you 

lose your momentum, the other team can 

score several points very quickly," said An-

gelika, senior and captain of the varsity vol-

leyball team. 

Against Heritage on Oct. 6, and again in 

the consolation game on Oct. 22, the girls 

rallied together and used momentum as the 

needed key to win the game. When Heritage 

would seemingly gain the momentum, the 

varsity girls assertively won the next con-

secutive points to get the momentum back. 

"When we have momentum," said Kim-

berly, senior and captain of the varsity vol-

leyball team, "we tend to get better hits, 

digs, and serves." 

If the girls are bringing high energy to 

the court, the fans also support the team with 

equal levels of  high energy. As a result, the 

team has fun together and works better as a 

unit. 

"Everyone has more fun, and we are 

focused when the crowd gets into it and 

supports the team," said Kimberly. 

The girls worked hard and never gave up 

throughout the entire season. When they 

faced Heritage for the third time during the 

consolation game, they won and placed third 

in the ODACS state tournament.  

The excitement of the girls is shown  
after winning the match against Heritage. 

The two main ways the team prepared 

for the championship were “commitment 

and teamwork,” said Nate, captain. 

Good weather is one of the main factors 

on the team’s mind. 

“Pray for good weather,” said Coach 

Fender. 

On Monday, Oct. 17, the soccer team 

played Faith in the first round of the tourna-

ment and won 4-0.  The following day they 

played Evangel, and lost 3-2 in overtime. 

Rain has definitely caused many chal-

lenges this season, but the guys never gave 

up and played hard until the end. 

David B, captain, tries to steal the ball  
from the opposing team. 

Fall-ing for 
Virginia 
Scenic day trips for  
the autumn months 
by Camille, junior 

A utumn season just makes me want to 

wake up early on a Saturday morning, 

grab a hot mug of tea, pack my camera, 

jump in the car and go exploring!   

Your passion could be apple-picking, 

colored leaf-peeping, wandering through 

corn mazes or visiting pumpkin patches.  

Whatever it takes to stir your imagination, 

somewhere out there is a daytrip just waiting 

to make it all happen.   

A very popular destination that I decided 

to explore one recent Saturday morning was 

Skyline Drive in the Shenandoah National 

Park. I struck out early and headed west on 

Route 66 towards Front Royal.   

The drive was pleasant and in less than 

one short hour, I found myself snapping 

pictures amidst some of the most gorgeous 

scenery this side of the Mississippi.   

Originally constructed in the 1930s, Sky-

line Drive weaves its way along the crest of 

the Blue Ridge mountains from Tennessee 

to Virginia, stretching some 105 miles. Ac-

cording to the U.S. National Park Service, 

approximately 1.2 million visitors enjoy its 

breathtaking beauty each year.   

The changing leaves were just beginning 

to hit their peak of rich reds, yellows and 

oranges. I was able to enjoy the panoramic 

views of the valleys below from more than 

75 awe-inspiring overlooks. The overlooks 

were marked with information signs and 

some of them were as high as 3,680 feet!   

I would rather drive, but if you are the 

type who prefers hiking over driving, there 

are hundreds of well-marked trails. The 

maps for these trails are easily attainable 

from the park rangers.   

Camping sites and cabins are also availa-

ble, along with two great restaurants at either 

Skyland Resort or Big Meadows Lodge. In 

Big Meadows Lodge, I ate an outstanding 

lunch of roasted chicken and fresh vegeta-

bles, followed by their famous blackberry 

cobbler; all served up with a local flare.   

Dorcas, my waitress, had been serving 

lunches and dinners there for the past 52 

years!   

“I’ve met so many wonderful people 

here during my 52 years, I wouldn't go back 

and do anything differently,” she said to me.  

“I live in the valley and the rangers let me 

travel up and down the fire road, so it cuts 

45 minutes off my travel time each way,” 

she continued.   

Whether driving, hiking, or camping, if 

you are lucky, you could catch a glimpse of 

mother black bears and their cubs, white-

tailed deer with fawns, gray foxes, beavers, 

river otters, minks, weasels, woodchucks, 

squirrels, chipmunks and even skunks, along 

with 200 species of  birds. 

And then there is apple-picking!  This is 

another great way to celebrate the fall season 

here in Virginia and also one of my personal 

favorites.   

On another of my great outdoor Fall ad-

ventures, I found everything "apple" in Win-

chester, VA.   

Better known as Virginia's apple capital, 

according to the U.S. Apple Association, it 

was easy to find many pick-your-own or-

chards, each sporting many different kinds of 

apples.  

My personal favorite of these orchards 

was the Marker-Miller orchard.  I was literal-

ly able to "take my pick" from such varieties 

as Golden Delicious, Rome, Crispin, Stay-

man, Fuji, and Granny Smith.   

Afterwards, it was peaceful to sit in one 

of the rocking chairs on the front porch and 

soak in the gorgeous mountain scenery.  Of 

course, I munched crisp, freshly-picked ap-

ples while breathing in the healthy mountain 

air.   

Some of the other tasty delights I sampled 

were apple dumplings, apple pie smoothies, 

and apple cider donuts.  

I also cheered on the firemen who were 

making apple butter in huge copper vats.  

However, I decided to draw the line when it 

came to participating in the apple pie eating 

contest, and, instead, watched the apple pa-

rade.  

My next weekend adventure was a corn 

maze and  pumpkin patch.  Also located in 

Winchester, just a quick trip around the cor-

ner from the orchards was Hill High Farm.   

I joined in the harvest celebration there by 

jumping aboard a horse-drawn hayride and 

clip-clopped my way out to the pumpkin 

patch.  Once there, I again had my "pick" of 

thousands of pumpkins in all sizes.  I chose 

an awkward-shaped pumpkin that looked 

much like a duck — perfect for carving.   

I had fun watching the kids as they made 

their way through a tangled maze of straw 

bales, laughing themselves silly.  Afterwards, 

I sampled many delicious homemade good-

ies, and shopped in the farmer's market while 

filling my basket with fresh local produce.  I 

also enjoyed viewing the many farm animals 

and antique farm equipment displays.   

Any way that you look at it, one can easi-

ly "fall" for all of the fun things to do in 

beautiful Virginia, most of which are just a 

day trip away! 

Giving the boot to summer 
Boot trends for the upcoming fall season 
by Michelle, senior 

B oots of knitted, leather, fur, and fun 

fabric made a debut appearance in the 

FBTA hallways and they were happy to be 

taken out of the back of the closet. 

On the coldest day in October so far, the 

FBTA girls jumped on the opportunity to 

wear their favorite boots for the fall season 

on Oct. 3. 

“My absolute favorite boots are my 

Coach boots…they are comfortable and 

never seem to go out of style,” said Camille, 

junior. 

Instead of boots, some people prefer to 

wear cute flats or tennis shoes.  

“I don’t wear boots very often actually; 

they get too hot,” said Kimberly, senior, 

with a laugh.  

photo by Camille , junior 

Left—One of the 
most common types 

of boots. 

 
Right—A good 

example of socks 

mixed with boots. 

Plain boots can be worn with textured 

tights and socks of color within the colors 

allowed in the rulebook. Try not to wear 

patterned boots with patterned socks be-

cause often times the patterns clash. Go with 

an overall look such as mixing bright and 

muted colors or wearing the boots with an 

accenting accessory, such as a bracelet.  

Whether you want to wear fuzzy boots 

or as simple ones as Uggs (David B’s favor-

ite), boots add warmth and comfort to your 

daily walking. Choose wisely and your feet 

will thank you. 

 

photo by Michelle, 
senior 

Beautiful fall leaves in  
Shenandoah National Park. 
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Elementary students  
discover fateful demise 
of O. B. Careful 
Students’ crosswalk guard found  
as a puddle of melted plastic 

arson attempt. I hope he will serve as long 

as his predecessor. He’ll need a name to 

align with his duty to alert and protect. 

Hopefully the “bad guys” responsible 

for the destruction of Mr. Oh B. Careful will 

be found, be confronted, and will confess.” 

Now Obi’s cousin has stepped up to fill 

in his place. Although he is grieved as well 

for the lost of his good cousin, he still keeps 

a smile on his face for the elementary stu-

dents, hoping to cheer them up and keep 

them safe. 

There was an announcement in elemen-

tary chapel Thursday, Oct. 13, that there was 

to be a naming contest for Obi’s cousin. 

Students were able to put in name sugges-

tions such as Mr. Caution Guy, Uncle Yel-

low Light, and Commander Caution. The 

name Safety Sam, suggested by Holden, 3rd 

grade, and Gabrielle, 1st grade, was voted 

on and selected by elementary teachers. 

“The prize was five dollars, but there 

were two of us, so Mrs. Wieler split the 

money and we both got two dollars and fifty 

cents,” Holden said. 

The name has yet to be written on Obi’s 

cousin, but he is now an official member of 

the maintenance team, and students wel-

come him to the school. He is a caution 

guard, as his cousin before him. 

 

by Jenneth, freshman 

E lementary students found the remains 

of crosswalk man, Mr. O. B. Careful 

plastered to the blacktop Sunday morning, 

Oct. 9, and his charred crust of black, yel-

low, and red was left on the pavement for all 

to see. 

“Mr. O. B. Careful’s dead!” shouted 

Holden, 3rd grade, who was one of the first 

students to find the “dead” crosswalk man 

Sunday morning. 

“I knew it was Mr. O. B. Careful because 

I heard Mr. McDonald talking about it to 

someone else,” Holden said. “After I knew 

it was him, I told everybody! I was mad at 

whoever did it because it was very mean 

and they didn’t know how to respect proper-

ty.” 

Last seen Saturday, Oct. 8, the elemen-

tary students of FBTA say he didn’t do any-

thing to have earned such an ending. 

“All the students were really upset; I was 

surprised,” said Mrs. Wieler, elementary 

principal. 

“The person who did this deserves to pay 

the price!” Leah, 6th grade, said firmly. 

“He was an icon for our school, and he 

will be missed,” Mrs. Yates, elementary 

mom, commented. “He was a part of your 

elementary memories.” 

Mr. O. B. Careful, the yellow caution 

man that was often seen on the blacktop 

after school was given to the elementary 

students of FBTA by Mr. Kester. Obi had 

been in service to the school for longer than 

most can remember, but at least since the 

current seniors were in elementary them-

selves. 

Upon learning of the disaster, Mr. Kester 

immediately sprang into action and wanted 

to go and find a substitute right away. 

The following Tuesday, he sent an email 

to Mrs. Wieler along with a new crossing 

guard for the elementary: 

“Early this morning, I delivered a re-

placement for Mr. Oh B. Careful. What a 

tragedy to find him as a pile of ashes on 

Sunday morning. 

Mr. Oh B. Careful served faithfully for 

many years until his unfortunate demise. 

His replacement is not quite the caliber 

as the former, but he should serve his pur-

pose as a visual safety warning, and he 

should survive the elements, though not an 

The remains of Obi and his red hat were found on the blacktop by elementary students Sunday morning. 

Caleb, 5th grade, 
welcomes Obi’s cousin, Safety Sam, to the team. 

photo by Jenneth, freshman 

Mrs. Wieler  
A diligent Lord’s servant 
to motivate and inspire 
students 
by Rebecca, freshman 

F rom teaching young K4 students Bible 

verses, to getting calls from former 

FBTA graduates that need prayer before 

college finals — and they know that she will 

— the impact she’s made has placed an 

indelible mark on many students throughout 

the past 20 years. 

Her smiles, kind words, hugs, and candy 

have all encouraged us in the good and bad 

times. As elementary principal, founder of 

the “Master’s Kids’ Choir” (MKC),  and 

teacher of the K4-K5 class, Mrs. Wieler’s 

Christ-like testimony has been a Godly ex-

ample to both staff and students alike. 

“She always finds a way to point out the 

good in everything. When I’m around her, 

[she] encourages me,” said Brianna, senior. 

“[Mrs. Wieler] taught me how to be a 

good Christian leader and example no mat-

ter what the circumstances,” said Hannah, 

senior. 

“Mrs. Wieler is the most unselfish and 

giving person I know. I am honored to call 

her my friend,” said Mrs. Barr, youth minis-

try. 

Mrs. Wieler’s work as a principal con-

sists of organizing the K4-K5’s teddy bear 

picnic to helping 5th and 6th graders with 

their ODACS science fair projects. Howev-

er, she states, “My greatest joy in this teach-

ing ministry is leading a child to Christ.” 

“[She is a] teacher and a mentor, and 

she’s always willing to talk in time of need. 

She has been a very special blessing in my 

life because of her dedication to FBTA, her 

genuine love for children, her Godly testi-

mony, and her wonderful gift of encourag-

ing others. Thank you, Mrs. Wieler, for the 

example you have been to me, and for the 

many lives you have touched – including 

mine!” said Miss Tami Holt, church secre-

tary. 

“Best teacher ever!” said Holden, 3rd 

grade. 

“She is always so sweet and thoughtful. 

She was such a blessing when I was in ele-

mentary!” said Malissa, senior. 

“As a principal, she has always been 

interested in new and exciting developments 

in the classroom, whether it was personal, 

academic, or ODACS-related. She has al-

ways encouraged a positive atmosphere and 

readily praised progress made. As a friend, 

she has encouraged me in my personal life 

through many difficult circumstances and 

been a shoulder to cry on when I need some-

one. Mrs. Wieler has been a wonderful 

blessing from God for whom I am truly 

thankful!” said Mrs. Naylor, 6th grade 

teacher. 

“Words cannot even describe what she 

has done for me. She is the most godly per-

son I have ever known,” said Andrew, 5th 

grade. 

Without a doubt, one of Mrs. Wieler’s 

favorite activities has been leading the Mas-

ter’s Kids’ Choir. For health reasons, she 

has had to step down from this responsibil-

ity, but her love for teaching this children’s 

choir lives on. 

“It’s my heart,” described Mrs. Wieler, 

summing up the Master’s Kids’ Choir min-

istry in this one phrase. “I was able to pour 

my life and heart and joy into MKC. To 

impact the children and give them the joy of 

the ministry. God has used it.”  

From silly songs like “I Hate Mistletoe!” 

to meaningful songs like “Go Ye There-

fore,” the MKC has put on many unforgetta-

ble plays that have made us laugh, while still 

realizing an important truth from God’s 

Word. 

“She was a very special help to me ever 

since I came to FBT. She is so kind, sweet, 

and loving. We will miss her very much in 

Master’s Kids’ Choir,” said Gabby, 7th 

grade. 

“[She] encouraged me to sing, and to get 

over a fear of public speaking,” said Kyle, 

junior. 

“She gave me a true appreciation for the 

ministry. It’s so necessary for children to 

have an example to look up to, and, for me, 

Mrs. Wieler was that example. Her love and 

passion for the ministry touched me deeply 

as a child, and even now, it inspires me to 

better serve the Lord,” said Catherine, sen-

ior. 

Snack machine scandal 
strikes FBTA 
The vending machine food prices increase 
by Cassie, sophomore 

I t wasn’t long before students began notic-

ing the obvious issue. Several snack ma-

chine items increased about five to ten cents. 

The increase did not exactly “break the 

bank” but it was enough to attract attention. 

The student body demanded to know the 

reason behind the adjustment. 

"[I was] flabbergasted! But I still buy 

food all the time," said Jesse, senior. 

"I mean it's such a small thing to com-

plain about, but the costs adds up over 

time," said Elisha, sophomore. 

"85 cents is just such an awkward price. I 

have three quarters and then I need a ran-

dom dime. Its just kind of annoying," said 

Marie, senior. 

The answer was found by going straight 

to the source: Mr. Kidd. 

"The company raised the prices; so to 

cover the cost, we had to raise our prices, 

too," he said. 

Sophomores Hannah and Joanna, 
and freshmen Suzy and Bailey, 

contemplate the price increase. 

Mrs. Wieler, pictured with her husband, Ted,  
receives an afghan with pictures of the  

Master’s Kids’ Choir 

photo by Cassie, 
sophomore 
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