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Memoirs of former glory exposed 
Six seniors relate tales of their 13 years of schooling at FBTA 

The WILDS delivers 
The senior class shares their enjoyment of their senior trip 
by Gretchen, senior 

M onday, May 9, through Friday, May 13, marked the 

seniors’ final trip together at the WILDS. The trip 

consisted of white water rafting, paintballing, shooting rifles, 

climbing a mountain, challenging the giant swing, laughing 

at skits, and much more all in a Christian environment. 

Oressa, senior, came in the middle of her senior year but 

had a chance to bond with her classmates on the trip. 

“The WILDS was fun,” she said. “It was better than I 

expected. I liked how we got to know each other more, and I 

liked all the fun memories that we made.” 

Sarah, senior, also enjoyed time with her classmates. 

“I love the fact that we had a structured day, but within 

that, we still had free time to hang out together,” she said. 

Abigail, senior, fought her severe cold along with some 

fears during her trip. 

“My favorite thing was the rafting because at first I 

thought it was going to be really bad, but it was actually 

really fun,” she said. 

Amidst all the fun and class bonding, a few problems 

arose as well. If anyone has had experience at the WILDS, 

they will know the affectionate term most kids have for 

the place – fat camp. 

“I will never ever ever ever enjoy steps again,” said 

Tim, senior, remembering the pain of climbing mountains 

of stairs at least four times a day. 

Before each evening service, an innocent activity is 

provided for the campers, Thursday’s being Cat in the 

Hat. In this game the campers had to madly run through 

20 other sprinting seniors trying to find an empty bucket 

to sit on when their category was called. 

Of course, Mario, senior, managed to get hurt on the 

final day of camp. He was fighting for a bucket and some-

how ended up with it scraping up his side, leaving a giant 

gash on his right abdomen. 

“It [the WILDS] is pretty fun when you don’t get hurt,” 

is all he had to say after his injury. 

The seniors encourage other classes to anticipate their 

senior trip because the WILDS definitely surpasses expec-

tations. 

Sarah and Banna having their devotions 
during God and I Time. 

The  senior class bonded for one of the last times on 
their senior trip to the Wilds. 

The  seniors enjoyed many games together and the opportunity to go 
tubing on Thursday.  

photos by Abbe, senior 

by Cameron, senior 

T he time has come. For every FBTA senior class, gradua-

tion day is the most anticipated day of their lives. The 

studying, the praying, the surviving culminates on this one day. 

Graduation day. 

Abigail, Abbe, Robert, Gretchen, Jenny, and I have all at-

tended the academy for 13 faithful years. Now the years may 

seem to have been very arduous, but we have come to love 

FBTA. 

“It [FBTA] obviously has impacted my life in a way that 

almost nothing else has. FBTA is my second home and I’m so 

thankful for the best friends I’ve found here,” said Abbe, sen-

ior. 

It seems like just yesterday when we as a class were in the 

old building on Braddock Road as kindergarteners. We moved 

to our present location in the second semester of 2nd grade. It 

is great to just recollect the various adventures that occurred 

during our time in this building. To this day, we remember 

many memories that were made back in the good ol’ days. 

“A beautiful memory that will be forgotten among the stu-

dents of FBTA in two short years,” said Robert, senior. 

Just recently Robert visited the old building and reflected 

about the many times we would play kickball in the parking lot 

– with disastrous results. 

“The ball would fly out of the parking lot and go into the busy 

street! I remember one high schooler kicked the ball, and it flew 

across the street and landed on top of the bank,” he said. 

Not only were the classes in the old building, but also Gretchen, 

senior, reminisced about her former mischievous ways. 

“I remember the old building and when the new one was in 

construction. I remember playing hide and seek with my siblings 

and their friends in the baptistry, while people were still laying the 

carpet in the auditorium. I like knowing every corner of the build-

ing and having so many memories with my classmates,” she said. 

Along with her cohorts, Abigail fondly remembers some of her 

more quaint memories. 

“I remember in kindergarten when Jenny and I tried to share a 

jacket because I didn’t have one and we got in trouble,” she said. 

Even though we will be gone, the experiences gained from 

FBTA will be eternal. Thirteen years may seem like forever, but in 

the end, the memories made will remain in our minds. 

Jenny and Robert, seniors, will never forget about their exploits 

in elementary school. 

Each day without fail, the boys would combat the girls in a 

game of “war.” One day Jenny cornered Robert and uttered the 

infamous line, 

“Any last words . . .?” 

Robert panicked and successfully escaped Jenny’s empty 

threats. 
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Cameron, Abigail and Jenny pause for a moment  
to discuss what life will be like  
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Congratulations! 
Student Council and Class Reps 

for 2011-2012 
Haven  .................... 7th 

Victoria * ............... 8th 

Hope * .................... 8th 

Jenneth  .................. 9th 

Katelyn  ................ 10th 

Kyle ...................... 11th 

Jacklyn  ................ 12th 

Nate  
President 

Carrie  
Vice President 

Kimberly  
Secretary 

Jesse  
Treasurer 

*tied for rep 
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Remember the Past 
The old building off Braddock Road is remembered 

Lip-smacking seniors reminisce 
The birth of chapstick time 

College-Bound Kids 
by Jackie, senior 

G raduation day is soon approaching, 

and the seniors are preparing to close 

this chapter of their lives and go on to the 

next. For the majority of the seniors, that 

next chapter is college.   

Many of the seniors are headed off to 

various Christian colleges spread out across 

the country. The seniors are excited about 

the opportunity to expand their knowledge 

of God and the Bible. 

“I wanted to go someplace where the 

Bible was taught in the classroom and my 

teachers would encourage me to grow spirit-

ually,” said Cameron, senior. 

“I want to go to a Christian college in 

preparation for the ministry, and I want to 

get a solid basis for my faith,” said Zachary, 

senior. 

Some students have decided to go to 

public or private non-Christian colleges. 

“I decided to go to Christopher Newport 

because it is a nice school at a nice price,” 

said Caleb Fite, senior. 

One reason is that they want to shine 

God’s light to people on their campuses. 

Another reason is that students want to re-

ceive a good education closer to home. 

“My parents wanted me to stay closer to 

home. Plus, I want to be a good Christian 

example to those around me at my public 

college. I feel like God has led me there,” 

said Sarah, senior. 

 

I see morning dew 
And I hear cows “moo” 
I see the sky blue 
Life, Oh! What a life! 
 

May the fourth be with you! 
by Jenneth, 8th grade 

M ay the Fourth be with you!” was a 

phrase passed through the hallways 

to friends and classmates near the beginning 

of the month. What does this 

mean exactly? 

May 4 is the unofficial 

International Star Wars Day. 

The day’s date was a pun that 

Star Wars fanatics joke about, 

pulling from a vital quote in 

all six movies of the saga: 

“May the force be with you.” 

by Robert, senior 

O ur school’s view of the old building 

will be radically altered in a matter of 

a few short years. 

This year’s sophomore class will be the 

very last class to have attended FBTA in the 

old building. About halfway through the 

2000-2001 school year, FBTA moved from 

its location of Braddock Road to its current 

location here. This year’s sophomores were 

in kindergarten from 2000-2001. “I don’t 

remember much about the old building, but 

I do remember playing in the parking lot, 

and that’s where I learned to jump rope,” 

said Bethany, sophomore. 

From 1976-2001, the old building faith-

fully held classes for FBTA. However, 

many students who attended there tend to 

admonish us present day students to count 

our blessings.  

“You guys should be thankful to have 

your present day uniforms. Back in the old 

days, we had to wear a tie with a blazer,” 

said Pierre, FBTA graduate. 

The old building, which actually consists 

of two separate buildings, was much smaller 

than our current facilities. Mr. Probus con-

sistently reminds us to be thankful for our 

current soccer field and basketball court.  

Given the fact that the former premises are 

not too far from my house (about 1.5 miles), I 

visited them last year with David, David, and 

David.  

“I miss the good times when we used to 

run around on the parking lot,” said David, 

former president of FBTA’s student body. 

It was quite an experience to walk the hall-

ways that I had not been in for nearly ten 

years. Everything seemed so much bigger 

back when I was eight. 

This year’s seniors, who attended school at 

the Braddock Road location, took some recent 

pictures. 

It was sad and sentimental taking pictures 

at the same location that we took twelve years 

ago. 

At last, the time has come for the class of 

2011 to graduate from FBTA. Though, of 

course, no monument will be erected or no 

plaque placed in our honor, it is a worthwhile 

thing to take the time and consider those who 

graduated in previous years. Remember the 

past. 

Some students went so far as celebrating 

by putting “Padawan braids” in their hair as 

a nod to the Jedi apprentices’ fashion in the 

prequel trilogy. 

Some people did not get the 

joke holiday, and some will 

never. But to all sci-fi fans, 

May the Fourth was a fun, 

memorable holiday . . . and 

another excuse to celebrate.    

Victoria and Annie ,  
7th grade, sport  

their Padawan braids 

by Abbe, senior 

T hree. Two. One,” says Jenny. 

Silence. 

“One.  Two.  Three,” says Jenny again.  

After the count of three, the senior class, Mr. 

Niggl included, smacks their lips as loudly as 

possible. 

“It’s a senior thing,” says Cameron about 

“chapstick time” (the seniors coined the 

phrase by the end of the first quarter in 

physiology).  “Chapstick time started off 

being a total girlish thing—but it is defi-

nitely one of the best parts of my day!” 

Abigail describes it as “tradition.”  But 

traditions have to be held from year to 

year, right?  Abigail thinks differently 

though, “I kind of just want it to be our 

class.” 

“It all started out as an inside joke be-

tween me and Sarah, and then it ended up 

bonding the class,” said Banna, a senior infa-

mous for forgetting her chapstick.  Forgetting 

chapstick to sixth period physiology with Mr. 

Niggl is almost comparable to sin. It just does 

not and should not happen.  Ever! 

Caleb, not a physiology student, but no 

less part of the class, says, “Chapstick time 

is just one more thing that sets our class 

apart.” 

Something that started out as an inside 

joke grew quickly.  Mr. Niggl loved chap-

stick time so much that he bought the whole 

class chapstick for Christmas. The boys 

received blue vanilla lip balm, and the girls, 

pink cherry. 

No matter how silly or trite chapstick 

may seem, the seniors will always remem-

ber Mr. Niggl.  Even next year when they go 

their separate ways, whether it be in Pen-

sacola, Blacksburg, Lynchburg, Fairfax, 

Dayton, Fairhaven or Greenville, at one 

o’clock in the afternoon, the seniors will 

forever apply chapstick. 

With moisturized lips, the class of 2011 

is ready to conquer the world one smack at a 

time. 

Life 
I see lots of sand 
‘Pends on where I am 
I am nowhere bland 
Life, Oh! What a life! 
 

Jungle filled with vines 
No straight paths or lines 
Sleeping won’t be fine 
Life, Oh! What a life! 
 

And last but not least 
I’ll sit at his feet 
No fear of a beast 
Life, Oh! What a life! 

by Bryan, 6th grade 

And more congratulations! 
Students chosen for next year’s FBT journalism staff:  

 

Hannah, yearbook editor 

David, newspaper editor 

Senior year comes to a close 
by Banna, senior  

A s May comes to a close, so has the sen-

sational, spectacular ride we have called 

our senior year. Nine months have whizzed 

past us, and in those nine months we have 

accumulated what feels like a lifetime of 

memories. 

“You really grow closer with your class in 

your last year. It’s really exciting that we’re all 

starting a new phase of our lives, but it’s sad 

to separate and maybe never see each other 

again,” said Gretchen, senior. 

Though stressful at times, with ODACS, 

year-round sports, and challenging courses, 

senior year created a whirlwind of wonderful 

memories, and was thoroughly enjoyed by 

each senior. 

“Senior year is everything I imagined it 

would be! It was amazing that I was able to be 

president this year. It was a dream come true!” 

said Cameron, senior. 

“This was the best senior year I could’ve 

ever imagined!” said Abbe, senior. 

“Senior year has been the most unforgetta-

ble year of my life! I will never forget all the 

memories that we created together as a 

class,” said Sarah, excitedly. 

However, the end of senior year is also 

bittersweet, as we now have to tackle the 

difficulties of entering adulthood.  As we 

move on with our lives, each of us will 

certainly miss a piece of our high school 

days. 

“The part of high school I’m going to 

miss the most is not seeing my best friends 

every day. I’m not going to miss class so 

much though!” said Abbe, senior. 

Another thing we will miss will be our 

friends of the junior class to whom our 

very own vice president, Jenny, has a word 

of advice. 

“Make as many friends as possible your 

senior year, and try as hard as you can to 

defeat the evil senioritis bug!” she said. 

Senior year has been an incredible story 

to tell, with graduation as our fairytale 

ending. It is a trite observation to say that 

time flies. However, the seniors of 2011 

can testify that the passage of time has 

been incredibly swift. 

photo by Jenneth, 8th grade 
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Preparing for the prize 
by Angelika, junior 

T his year’s soccer team has been filled 

with ups and downs, but the team was 

most looking forward to the championship, 

to put all of their hard work into practice.   

“I was looking forward to playing better 

as a team and putting into practice most of 

the things we have been working on in our 

practices,” said Hannah, junior.  “I was 

hopeful that we would play better than we 

have all season, so we can take home a sixth 

consecutive state championship.” 

“I was excited about the chance to re-

deem ourselves against Leesburg since we 

lost to them twice,” said Kim, junior. 

Although the girls were excited about the 

tournament, they realized that it was not 

going to be easy, and they still had a lot of 

work to accomplish before the tournament. 

“As a team, we needed to work on com-

munication, and making sure we always had 

someone guarding the best players on the 

opposing teams,” responded Kimberly, jun-

ior.  “We also needed to remember to do 

everything we could to keep our endurance 

up during the different games.” 

Even though the team knew they had a 

lot of work to do, they did have an ad-

vantage. 

“I believed that because we had started 

to click as a team, we would be able to catch 

the different teams we played by surprise,” 

said Brianna, junior.  “All we had to do is 

beat Evangel, but I knew we could win if we 

played like we did against Faith, which was 

by passing, talking, and most of all playing 

like we wanted it.” 

 

Fairfax Soccer Girls on a roll:  
Lady Patriots win their sixth straight championship in a row 
 

I‘ve had some great memories and oppor-

tunities since I’ve been here as coach and 

this year — handbell director. I’m so proud 

of all my teams and handbell choirs. 

They’ve worked so hard and God has rich-

ly blessed above what I could have ever im-

agined. 

— Coach Probus 

Throughout this run  
of six consecutive  

ODACS State Championships: 
 

Overall record: 
48 wins - 5 losses - 6 ties 

 
Total goals scored: 

277 to 91 against 
 

In final four: 
51 to 11 against 

 
In the championship game:  

23-3  
the last five years have held  
the other team scoreless: 

’06 5-3 
’07 2-0 
’08 4-0 
‘09 6-0 
’10 2-0 
’11 4-0 

 

A s the entire school knows by now, the 

girls soccer team won the champion-

ship game this past weekend in the final 

game against Leesburg 4-0. It was an espe-

cially sweet victory because the team had 

lost to Leesburg twice during the regular 

season, and the fear of losing the champion-

ship after five years in a row was very real.  

The team started off winning 4-2 against 

Evangel on Friday night, which set them up 

to play Leesburg the following day.    

Coach Probus was extremely proud of 

the girls. 

“I’ve been involved in many great games 

as a coach, but this game was probably one 

of my favorite and proudest moments. Not 

because of the score or the fact it was the 

championship game (although, that really 

helped), but because every single one of our 

girls played with such intensity, passion, and 

desire that they completely overwhelmed a 

very good opponent in Leesburg — to 

whom they had lost twice earlier in the year. 

“Those losses were the first ones in five 

years, and throughout the season, we just 

struggled to ‘click’ as we had so easily done 

in previous years. It seemed as if we were 

relying on our past accomplishments, almost 

expecting to win.  

“After two losses and a tie, I told the 

girls that past success doesn’t guarantee 

future results. I challenged each one of the 

girls that in order to have no regrets and to 

truly play ALL FOR CHRIST, they had to 

put past results behind them, play as a team, 

have intensity and desire, and play like there 

was no tomorrow.  So, I decided to make a 

few changes. First, I shuffled the lineup a 

little, and then I changed our formation. 

Right away, the girls began playing like a 

different team.  

“Led by our three senior captains — 

Abbe, Abigail, and Jenny — I think the way 

they played in the championship game was 

best summed up when I saw the girls walk-

ing off the field with jelly legs. They had 

expended themselves so much throughout 

the whole entire weekend and the 80 

minutes of both halves in the championship 

that they could barely walk off the field.  

“I wish I could take the time to say 

something about each and every one of 

them because I am so proud, but I think it is 

appropriate to sum up the season with our 

motto: INTENSITY- ALL FOR CHRIST - 

NO REGRETS!” 

The team ended the season with a 7-3-1 

record overall, and this was their sixth con-

secutive ODACS State Girls’ Soccer Cham-

pionship (seventh overall).  

The three seniors — Abbe, Abigail, and 

Jenny — have been on every championship 

team during this run of six consecutive tro-

phies, since their 7th grade year. Jenny, 

Kimberly, and Hannah were named to the 

all-tournament team, and the goalie Kim 

was named MVP. 

“Kim was an accidental discovery during 

the middle of the season,” said Coach Pro-

bus. “Due to some other issues with my first 

and second string goalies being unable to 

play, I began to search for what I thought 

would be a ‘temporary solution’ to the prob-

lem until one or both of my other goalies 

could return to play.  

“I remember asking Kim if she would be 

willing to give it a shot. She was a little 

nervous, but more than willing to try.  

“After watching her play in her first 

game halfway through the season, I immedi-

ately knew she was not a ‘temporary solu-

tion’ but rather an immediate fix.  

“She did a great job right from the start! 

Her background in basketball really enabled 

her to get her feet and hands in excellent 

position every time to make some very im-

portant and timely saves. In my opinion, she 

really kept us in the championship game 

against Leesburg as they had several good 

opportunities in the first half when it was 

still 1-0. She made some very, very im-

portant and tough saves that continually 

frustrated Leesburg and kept momentum on 

our side until we finally just overwhelmed 

them in the second half with three more 

goals to win 4-0.” 
All-tournament team: Hannah, junior;  

Jenny, senior; Kim, junior;  

(Coach Probus;) and Kimberly, junior. 

The three seniors have been on every  
championship team for six consecutive years:  

Abbe, Abigail,  

and Jenny. 
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Sunbeam, Sunshine choir party 

On Wednesday, May 18, the 1st through 3rd grades gathered in the gym with their teachers 

and choir director, Mrs. Calvert, for a morning full of fun and games, and a visit by their favor-

ite clown, Mr. Q.   

The children always enjoy any opportunity to play with the huge parachute and balloons.  

Lots of music (since it was a choir party) and game after game of musical chairs.  

Clown cart races are one of the 
favorite games in the gym, and some 

students need a quick rest afterward 

to catch their breath.  

Summer Puzzle Words 
Summer, vacation, graduation, parties, food, games, freedom,  

relax, friends, church, activities, sports, sleep The students enjoy some time outside with Mr. Q, playing more water games and eating popsicles.  


