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page layout by Jenny, senior 

Yearbook submitted  
with racing colors 

“Get  

Excited...” 

by Abbe, senior 

T he stress is finally over! Although some are still in 

the heat of ODACS preparations and stress is the 

least definitive word for the moment, those in the journal-

ism class have at least one pressure lifted from their bur-

den of school.  

On February 28, the entire yearbook was completed, 

and Mrs. Dyck, the yearbook advisor, submitted the book. 

Lindsey Layden, a former yearbook editor said, “I’m 

blown away — good job,” after “illegally” sneaking an 

online peek at the book. 

This year’s yearbook has some new additions and 

quite a few changes to what the students are used to. For 

example, Patriot Pride has made its way into the book. 

Cameron, senior, (being a little biased) thought that it de-

served its own page. 

Many of the class pages have been condensed, but it is 

made up for by the sheer number of “story pages” (as the 

staff calls them). A story is highlighting a particular event or 

group that happened or exists in the school. Some of the 

pages include the “Y” page, a page focused on sports fans, a 

page for spirit week, and even an ODACS preparation page. 

Packed with pictures, exploding with color, and ready 

for release, the yearbook will be in the students’ hands in 

just a few more weeks on the day of the dedication, Friday, 

May 6. 

“Be excited, ‘cuz it’s gonna be good,” said Jenny, year-

book staff member. 

LIVE from the Newseum! 
FBTA’s journalism class broadcasts their experience! 
by Catherine, junior 

T he journalism class paid a visit to the 

Newseum in Washington, D.C. on  

March 31. 

The Newseum, or the “News Museum,” 

is a museum dedicated to the history of 

news media. From the first truly American 

newspaper declaring the U.S.A.’s independ-

ence from Great Britain, to the sound bites 

from the infamous crash of the Hindenburg, 

the Newseum was filled top to bottom with 

jaw-dropping news, sometimes heart-

warming, at other times, sobering. 

Newspapers weren’t all that the Newse-

um held. A Pulitzer Prize photo gallery, an 

exhibit on mobsters and other infamous 

criminals, an actual block of the Berlin 

Wall, the wreckage of New Orleans after 

Hurricane Katrina, and the charred remains 

from the antenna on top of the World Trade 

Center are some of the many captivating 

exhibits the Newseum held in store.  

“I thought the most interesting thing I 

saw at the Newseum was either the Berlin 

Wall section or the 9-11 Memorial,” said 

David, junior. 

“My favorite exhibit was about the Presi-

dent’s photographer,” said Bethany, sopho-

more, “because he gets to go everywhere 

with the President and knows all the behind 

the scenes info. I thought the job itself was 

very interesting.” 

“It was very informative,” said Bezi, 

freshman. “The Katrina and 9-11 exhibits 

were very moving because of the journalists 

who gave their lives to tell the public of 

danger.”  

The class was also able to enjoy the deli-

cious, but unfortunately, overpriced food 

and was able to record their own weather 

broadcast on a snowstorm (streaming 

straight to the deserts of Egypt in Arabic!)  

Exhausted and full of information, they 

were finally able to rest on the bus ride back 

home.  

Equipped with their new knowledge and 

appreciation of the journalism profession, 

the FBTA journalism class is ready to apply 

the things they’ve learned to further improve 

the school paper. 

Being careful to keep Robert a safe distance from the edge, the journalism class pauses for a picture on 
the roof of the Newseum, which has a beautiful view of the Capitol building.  

Cameron, senior, and Nate, junior,  
try their hand at televising a live broadcast. 

The 9-11 exhibit displays the wreckage of the  
antenna from the top of the World Trade Center.  
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Preparing for ODACS 
Practicing diligently until the last minute 

Alaska   
begins the   
secession 

process 
Sarah Palin leads  

The Last Frontier state 
towards national  

autonomy 
by Catherine, junior 

T oday, the Alaskan legislature declared 

its intention to secede from the Union.  

Former senator Sarah Palin is leading the 

movement and is the apparent choice for 

prime minister of the new nation which will 

undoubtedly emerge from this process. Presi-

dent Obama has shown no sign of opposing 

Palin’s initiative.  

Indications of similar unrest have arisen 

in states such as Hawaii, South Carolina, and 

Texas. 

PYSCH! 

On April 1, April Fool’s Day, pranks 

abound, and whether or not this article is the 

only one pulled on you (belated as it may 

be), it certainly won’t be the last this year. 

Some pranksters have been scheming up 

some fantastic practical jokes for weeks prior 

to the occasion, while others, the likely vic-

tims, dread the day and spend it in hiding. 

“I don’t like joking,” said Katelyn, fresh-

man. “I’m a very serious person.” 

“I’m gonna get a lot of people, including 

Mr. Kidd,” said Semere, freshman. 

“I’m gonna put shaving cream all over 

my dad’s face,” said Nikoli, sophomore, with 

a smile.  

“I’m just gonna be bored and wait for 

Bezi to do something,” said Jessica, fresh-

man.  

“If I were to do an April Fool’s joke,” 

mused Mrs. Darby, “I would ring the bells 

every five minutes, so that everyone thinks 

there’s a mechanical problem. But no one 

can do that!”  

“A true April Fool’s artist will not reveal 

her secrets,” said Brianna, junior. 

“I plan on getting up in the morning,” 

said Mr. Fender, with a laugh, “Hopefully 

I’ll remember it’s April Fool’s Day before 

someone plays a joke on me.” 

One of the most popular victims for the 

plans of FBTA’s students are the academy’s 

own teachers. This year the junior class 

pulled their first semi-successful prank on 

Miss Dyck, fleeing in a flurry mid-English 

class and hiding in the elementary stairwell, 

leaving only their shoes and open textbooks. 

Miss Quinlan was also the victim of a similar 

joke by the freshmen. 

Whether you pulled the perfect prank or 

found yourself the recipient of one, April 

Fool’s Day 2011 has left lasting memories 

with the students and teachers of FBTA. All 

that’s left is to begin planning for next year! 

Fourth quarter is already here 
Finishing strong to the end 

ODACS veterans return for round two 
Some graduates of FBTA are satisfied to be finished with school and 
ODACS; others come back on the other side of the competition 

by Catherine, junior 

D uring ODACS season, few are think-

ing very far beyond the competition 

the following week, and state competition 

after that. If we can get through this one 

performance, this one speech then it doesn’t 

matter about anything else. The tension and 

anxiety builds and builds until the perfor-

mance. Then it’s over!  

Thank goodness, another ODACS has 

come and gone with minimal public humili-

ation! Back to school, back to life. That 

sums up the majority of ODACS competi-

tors.  

Amidst the many ODACS contestants 

there are a special breed of participants that, 

after all the stress and joy and disappoint-

ment, return of their free will to the battle 

ground as either a coach or judge. These are 

the ODACS veterans—the competitors of 

antiquity.  

Mr. Probus, coach, athletic director and 

history teacher, is one of this special breed. 

During his time here at FBTA, he participat-

ed in numerous categories: duet acting, 

readers’ theater, choir, choral group, small 

and large ensemble, Bible testing and quiz-

zing, as well as preaching, to name a few. In 

his own words, “Name it, I’ve done it.” He 

now coaches handbell choir ensemble as 

well as Bible memory and sword-drill. 

“It [coaching and judging] doesn’t 

change anything at all,” said Mr. Probus, 

“It’s still very hectic. The preparation is very 

arduous, but it’s very rewarding. I can un-

derstand how hard it is to judge categories. 

It can be very difficult – I don’t envy those 

who have to judge.”  

Another of these seasoned veterans is 

Mr. Meadows. He participated in art, mono-

chromatic was his specialty, dramatic inter-

pretation, choir, writing poetry, orchestra, 

and small instrumental ensemble. This year 

he coached Level III calligraphy and Level 

II monochromatic and judged calligraphy 

and woodworking.  

“While I was judging it wasn’t as magi-

cal,” said Mr. Meadows, “but during the 

awards ceremony, the magic came back. 

Judging was really fun. I was so thankful I 

got to judge art because you sit down and 

look over them and you can study them. I 

judged them all really closely and I gave 

them all really high marks.”  

Lastly, and perhaps one of the best 

known ODACS competitors is FBT’s own 

Pastor Troy Calvert. Throughout his own 

ODACS experience, Pastor Calvert partici-

pated in small ensemble, choir, duet acting, 

religious reading, preaching, spelling, and 

Bible jump quiz. During the time before his 

ascendancy to the pastorate, he judged all 

three levels of preaching.  

“I think that if a judge has not been a 

competitor, he is much less objective in his 

judging,” said Pastor Calvert. “I know what 

the competitor is feeling behind the pulpit 

that the non-competitor can’t feel other-

wise.” 

It’s a special kind of person who can 

walk away from such a potentially trauma-

tizing event as ODACS and return to it years 

later. These old hands, those who have 

walked in our shoes, climbed up the same 

risers, and stood behind the same pulpit, are 

some of the best judges and coached a nerv-

ous contestant could ask for.  

It just goes to show, ODACS doesn’t 

change from generation to generation no 

matter the role you play. In the words of 

Coach Probus, “ODACS is ODACS – what 

more is there to say?” 

by Bethany, sophomore 

M any long hours were put into prepar-

ing for ODACS this year.  

Groups like the Bible Jump Quiz, read-

ers’ theater, choric, orchestra groups, art 

students, and many more came to school 

early in the morning and stayed late after 

school. The art students stayed as late as 

11:00 p.m., as they were finishing their 

paintings!  

“We would all stay late at least three 

days a week, and we would all work hard to 

finish our pieces before ODACS,” said Han-

nah, freshman, who competed in Level II 

monochromatic drawing. 

Those that competed in a speech catego-

ry also had many extra practices, as they 

worked on perfecting their ODACS speech-

es.  

“Practicing many hours, saying it over 

and over again to memorize it and perform 

well for ODACS,” said Sarah, freshman, 

who competed in Level II Original Persua-

sive Oratory. 

Because the students spent many long 

hours preparing for ODACS, their hard 

work was rewarded in the end by the satis-

faction of doing a job well done and many 

students placing first in their categories. 

“O.D.A.C.S. = Overly Demanding and 

Completely Stressful,” said Taylor, senior, 

who invented his own acronym for the very 

familiar letters. 

by Bethany, sophomore 

I t’s hard to believe that the school year is 

more than halfway over and that the 

fourth quarter has begun.  

It seems like just yesterday the school 

year was beginning with the teen revival and 

soccer and volleyball practices. Now basket-

ball season is over, the girls’ soccer season 

has begun, the regional and state levels of 

ODACS are complete, and the end of the 

school year is quickly approaching. 

The seniors are also very close to gradu-

ating, and in just a few short months, many 

of them will be in college. 

“It’s about time!” said Sarah, senior, 

excitedly. 

“The first three quarters of senior year 

were a lot of fun; it’s exciting for my last 

year of high school to be coming to an end 

very soon,” said Abigail, senior. 

“I can’t believe it’s already coming to an 

end,” said Caleb, senior, sarcastically. 

As the end of the school year approach-

es, remember to do as Paul did in Philippi-

ans 3 and “press toward the mark for the 

prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus.” 

Madison preparing her art piece; she competed in Level II oil/acrylic painting,  
and won first place at both Regional and State competition. 

Mr. Probus Mr. Meadows Pastor Troy Calvert 

photo by Mrs. Dyck,  
yearbook advisor 

photo by Catherine, 
junior 

photo by Catherine, 
junior 

photo by Catherine, 
junior 
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Elementary,  
my dear Watson 
Elementary wins Region-
als with room to spare 
by Cameron, senior 

T he elementary competitors for the Fairfax Bap-

tist Temple Academy conquered on March 4 in 

their regional competition. 

The newly added categories to the ODACS com-

petition were greatly contested between the various 

areas. With Engleside, Temple, Heritage, Leesburg, 

and Fairfax all vying for the first place trophly, the 

competition was very tough. We had forty-seven 

winners in first, second, and third place positions – 

Fairfax dominated. 

“It was so exciting to win regionals!” exclaimed 

Julie, 4th grade. 

Others were more happy to get the stress out of 

the way. 

ODACS facts 
The most popular food item sold at Regional 

ODACS was Papa John’s cheese pizza. 

Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy took 94 first-

place ribbons at the Regional competition, and 45 

first-place trophies at the State competition. 

Bible Participant Regional 

Bible Quizzing ................................ FBTA Team 3rd 
Old Testament Knowledge ........... Amelia  1st 
New Testament Knowledge .......... Haven  1st 
Bible Memory ................................. Grace  1st 
Bible Teaching ............................... Leah  2nd 
Expository Preaching .................... Ricky  1st 
Evangelistic Preaching .................. Ben  1st 
Topical Preaching .......................... Andrew  1st 
Bible Sword Drill ............................. Carlie  1st 
 

Music 

Female Vocal Solo ........................ Amelia  2nd 
Male Vocal Solo ............................. Andrew  1st 
Small Vocal Ensemble .................. FBTA  1st 
Choral Group.................................. FBTA  1st 
Instrumental Brass Solo ................ Matthew  1st 
Instrumental Woodwind Solo ........ Alexis  3rd 
Instrumental String Solo ................ Enoch  2nd 
Instrumental Percussion Solo ....... Grace  1st 
Small Instrumental Ensemble ....... FBTA 1st 
Sacred Piano Solo ......................... Carlie  1st 
Classical Piano Solo ...................... Haven  1st 
Youth Choir .................................... FBTA  1st 
 

Speech 

Dramatic Interpretation .................. Elise  1st 
Oral Interpretation of Poetry .......... Estafania  3rd 
Religious Reading.......................... Andrew  1st 
Declamation ................................... Leah  1st 
Humorous Interpretation ............... Kristyn  2nd 
 

Art 

Calligraphy ..................................... Gabby  2nd 
Monochromatic Drawing ............... Starr  1st 
Polychromatic Drawing ................. Caitlyn  1st 
Watercolor ...................................... Elise  1st 
Oil/Acrylic Painting ......................... Ben  1st 
Sculpture ........................................ Diana  1st 
Textiles ........................................... Jay  2nd 
Craft ................................................ Kristen  1st 
Still Life Photography ..................... Marcus  1st 
Landscape/Archit. Photography ... Caleb  2nd 
People and Animal Photography .. Mark  3rd 
Digital Media................................... Connor  1st 
Poster ............................................. Carlie  1st 
 

Academics 

English ............................................ Bryan  2nd 
Geography/History ......................... Ricky  3rd 
Creative Writing - Poetry ............... Kristyn  3rd 
Spelling  .......................................... Alexis  2nd 
Science Fair/Biological  ................. Gabrielle  2nd 
Science Fair/Physical .................... Carlie  2nd 

Bible Participant Regional/State 

Bible Quizzing................................ FBTA  2nd 
Old Testament Knowledge ........... Hannah  1st 1st  
New Testament Knowledge ......... Lily  2nd 
Bible Memory ................................ Rebecca  2nd  
Bible Teaching ............................... Sarah  2nd  
Expository Preaching .................... Timmy  1st 1st 
Evangelistic Preaching ................. Timothy  1st 1st 
Topical Preaching ......................... Reagan  1st 1st 
Bible Sword Drill ............................ Kaylee  1st ** 
 

Music 

Female Vocal Solo ........................ Veronica  1st 2nd 
Male Vocal Solo ............................ Joseph  2nd  
Small Vocal Ensemble .................. FBTA  2nd 
Choral Group ................................. FBTA  1st 2nd 
Instrumental Brass Solo ............... Adriana  1st 1st 
Instrumental Woodwind Solo ....... Rebecca  1st 1st 
Instrumental String Solo ............... Madison  1st 3rd 
Instrumental Percussion Solo ...... Timmy  1st  
Small Instrumental Ensemble ...... FBTA  2nd  
Sacred Piano Solo ........................ Kaylee  2nd 
Classical Piano Solo ..................... Mackenzie  1st 1st 
All School Band/Orchestra ........... FBTA 1st 1st 
Youth Choir .................................... FBTA  3rd 
 

Speech 

Debate............................................ Keila/Bezi 2nd 
Dramatic Interpretation ................. Rebecca  3rd 
Oral Interpretation of Poetry ......... Hannah  1st 1st 
Religious Reading ......................... Kaylee  2nd 
Declamation ................................... Lily  1st 1st 
Humorous Interpretation ............... Hope  1st 2nd 
Duet Acting .................................... Veronica/Jenneth  1st 3rd 
Original Persuasive Oratory ......... Sarah  2nd 
Oral Interpretation of Scripture ..... Timmy  2nd 
 

Art 

Calligraphy ..................................... Susanna  3rd 
Monochromatic Drawing ............... Joseph  1st 1st 
Polychromatic Drawing ................. Jenneth  2nd  
Watercolor ..................................... Annie  1st 1st 
Oil/Acrylic Painting ........................ Madison  1st 1st 
Sculpture ........................................ Jessica  2nd 
Textiles ........................................... Amanda  3rd 
Crafts .............................................. Millie  2nd 
Still Life Photography .................... Hannah  3rd 
Digital Media .................................. Timothy  3rd 
Poster ............................................. Keila  3rd  
Woodworking ................................. Katelyn  2nd 
 

Academics 

Mathematics .................................. Sarah  3rd 
Geography/History ........................ Kyle  3rd  
Creative Writing - Poetry............... Adriana  1st 
Creative Writing - Short Story....... Bezi  1st 1st  
Spelling  ......................................... Femi  3rd 
Spanish .......................................... Reagan  3rd 
Science Fair/Biological  ................ Joanna  1st 1st 
Science Fair/Physical.................... Veronica  1st 1st      

“Even though the competition is fun, I am glad it is over,” 

said Mark, 5th grade. 

We are all proud of our Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy 

elementary students in achieving their victory over the other 

schools. 

With a 25-point headstart, the junior/senior high competi-

tion proved to be very stressful and filled with rivalry. 

The elementary choir sings during Parent Night,  
in preparation for their ODACS performance 

Elementary  Junior High  
Bible Participant Regional/State 

Bible Quizzing ................................ FBTA  2nd  
Old Testament Knowledge ........... Collin  2nd 
New Testament Knowledge.......... Hannah  1st 1st 
Bible Memory ................................. Dominic  1st 1st 
Bible Teaching ............................... Camille  3rd 
Expository Preaching .................... Taylor  1st 2nd 
Evangelistic Preaching .................. Elisha  3rd  
Topical Preaching .......................... Nate  1st 1st 
 

Music 

Female Vocal Solo ........................ Katherine  1st 1st 
Male Vocal Solo ............................. Collin  3rd 
Small Vocal Ensemble .................. FBTA  1st 3rd 
Large Vocal Ensemble .................. FBTA 2nd  
Choral Group ................................ FBTA  1st 1st 
Instrumental Brass Solo ................ Nate  1st  
Instrumental Woodwind Solo ........ Krista  1st 1st 
Instrumental String Solo ................ Bethany  1st 2nd 
Instrumental Percussion Solo ....... Hannah  1st 2nd 
Small Instrumental Ensemble ....... FBTA  1st 3rd 
Large Instrumental Ensemble....... FBTA 1st 3rd 
Orchestra/Band .............................. FBTA 1st 2nd 
Sacred Piano Solo ......................... Abbe  1st 1st 
Classical Piano Solo ...................... Abigail  1st 1st 
Organ Solo ..................................... Dominic  2nd  
Sacred Piano-Organ Duet ............ Zachary/Katelyn 1st 1st 
Handbell Ensemble ..................... FBTA 1st 1st 
Handbell Choir ............................. FBTA 1st 1st 
Sacred Piano Duet ........................ Christa/Jenny 1st 1st 
Classical Piano Duet ..................... Abbe/Abigail 1st 1st 
Instrumental Organ Solo ............... Dominic DeGuzman 2nd 
Youth Choir .................................... FBTA 1st 
 

Speech 

Debate ............................................ David/Zachary 2nd  
Dramatic Interpretation .................. Gabby  3rd 
Oral Interpretation of Poetry .......... Catherine  2nd  
Religious Reading ......................... Taylor  2nd 
Declamation ................................... Jacklyn Hardy 1st 1st 
Humorous Interpretation ............... Kim  2nd 
Duet Acting ..................................... Caleb/David  1st 1st 
Original Persuasive Oratory .......... Hannah  1st 1st 
Extemporaneous Speaking .......... Cameron  1st 1st 
Oral Interpretation of Scripture ..... Bethany  2nd 
Readers’ Theatre ......................... FBTA 1st 1st 
Choric Speaking ............................ FBTA 2nd  
 

Art 

Calligraphy ..................................... Nikoli  2nd 
Monochromatic Drawing ............... Hannah  1st 1st 
Polychromatic Drawing ................. Gretchen  1st 1st 
Watercolor ...................................... Brianna  1st 1st 
Oil Painting ..................................... Nate  1st 1st 
Acrylic Painting .............................. Katherine  1st 1st 
Sculpture ........................................ Charlynn  3rd 
Textiles ........................................... Jenny  2nd  
Crafts .............................................. Michelle  2nd  
Printmaking .................................... Emmie  2nd 
Landscape/Media Photography ... Dominic  3rd 
People/Animal Photography ......... Kyle  3rd 
Digital Media .................................. Oressa  3rd 
Woodworking ................................. Camille  2nd 
Mixed Media ................................... Cassie  1st 1st 
 

Academics 

English ............................................ Jenny  2nd 
Algebra/Geometry ......................... Kimberly  1st 1st 
Advanced Mathematics ................. Jessica  2nd 
Biology ............................................ Josh  3rd 
Chemistry ....................................... Robert  1st 1st 
Physics ........................................... Caleb  1st 2nd 
World History/Geography.............. David  2nd 
US History/Geography .................. Zachary  1st 1st 
Creative Writing - Poetry ............... Carrie  3rd 
Spelling ........................................... Malissa  1st 3rd 
Accounting...................................... Cameron  1st 1st 
Home Economics .......................... Sarah  2nd  
Political Science/Economics ......... Jackie  2nd  
Music Theory ................................. Abbe  2nd  
Spanish ........................................... Michelle  1st  
Science Fair - Biological ................ Dominic  1st 1st 
Science Fair - Physical .................. Kyle  1st 1st 
 
All first place winners at State (in bold) will be traveling to National  
Competition at Bob Jones University, the week of April 11-15, 2011. 
 
**Does not compete on the National level. 

Senior High  

O D A C S  R e s u l t s 
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Nagging nerves neutralized 
by Zachary, senior 

One enemy that every newcomer to 

ODACS competitions must overcome is a 

dreaded six-letter word: nerves. 

Such is the story of Katelyn, a new stu-

dent at FBTA and first-time competitor in 

ODACS who is going to AACS National 

Debilitating delays defied 
by Zachary, senior 

One of the characteristic marks of ODACS 

competitions is undoubtedly the delays. 

However, this year, Nate experienced a 

more unusual scenario: Every event in which 

he participated was late. 

“Since elementary [school], going to State 

was an awesome experience, but never to my 

memory can I remember a year in which every 

event was behind,” he said. 

This year, Nate placed first at State and is 

now going to Nationals for four things: topical 

preaching, oil painting, readers’ theater and 

choral group. 

He was kept competing almost to the very 

moment of the awards ceremony. 

“I was relieved to be finished with every-

thing. My first performance was at 11:30 

[a.m.] (an hour late) and my last of nine per-

formances was at 4:45 [p.m.]. I did my best, 

and knew that regardless of the outcome, I had 

done all I could. I was simply glad to relax,” 

he said. 

Musical maniac masters 
many mechanisms 
by Jackie, senior 

Classical piano solo, classical piano duet, 

hand bell choir, hand bell ensemble, and choral 

group—these are the categories that Abigail, 

senior, placed first in at State and will be com-

peting in at Nationals competition from April 11 

to 15. 

 Her strength is in the time that she spends 

preparing for competition. 

“I practice the piano usually about 45 

minutes to an hour and a half everyday,” said 

Abigail, and that is just on her solo. 

She had competed in classical piano solo 

before, but had never quite made it to Nationals. 

“I practiced really hard and still did regular 

[45 minutes to over an hour] practices up until 

the day before Regionals and State, while last 

year I would just practice my piece once or 

twice a day,” she said. 

Fite fights for first 
by Jackie, senior 

Caleb, senior, advances to Nationals in 

readers’ theater, duet acting, and choral 

group. From the big, bad, and Scottish wolf 

to a deformed, yet eloquent man — Caleb 

has many talents. 

For duet acting Caleb plays Cyrano de 

Bergerac a man with a wonderful wit, but 

with an oversized nose. Caleb along with his 

partner in duet acting, David, junior, learned 

their script in just two weeks with the help 

of Miss Dyck. 

The hardest thing about the speech for 

Caleb was portraying the idea of a big 

nose, without actually having one. While 

being new to duet acting, Caleb was still 

able to have composure when acting. 

“I really was not nervous in front of 

big crowds, but just in front of the judg-

es,” said Caleb. 

Caleb and David were able to win at 

Regionals with ease, but at State they 

started to get a little worried. 

“I was surprised especially at State. I 

missed four lines. It was kind of a mirac-

ulous thing that we made it past State,” 

said Caleb. 

It seems that it was God’s will that the 

duet acting duo win at State. Caleb’s 

small mistake just made the win all the 

more exciting. 

“I can’t believe they won! Caleb said 

that they had totally lost,” said Cameron, 

senior, after the State awards ceremony. 

In readers’ theater Caleb plays the 

big, bad wolf in a twist on the story of 

“The Three Little Pigs.” Through the 

instructions of Mrs. Darby, Caleb was 

able to learn the script and movements in 

about a month’s time with just two-hour 

practices each week. 

Competition to play the piano for the Lev-

el III sacred piano-organ duet. 

“I am very, very excited, yet very nerv-

ous,” she said. 

Having placed first at Regional compe-

tition, last Friday’s State competition was 

made all-the-more harrowing by a fatal 

error in one of the awards ceremony an-

nouncements. 

Katelyn said, “I was happy when they 

called out first and second place because 

there were only three competitions, so I 

knew we [she and Zachary, the organist] 

had won.” 

Then the mix-up happened — Mr. 

Zacharias read the first-place winners for 

sacred piano duet (Jenny and Krista) in 

place of those of the sacred piano-organ 

duet. 

“When they said Jenny’s name, I was 

disappointed and very nervous,” Katelyn 

said. 

Finally, after the agonizing suspense 

during a whispered consultation, the error 

was corrected — to the jubilation of the 

whole group from Fairfax. 

A fter a stunning landslide victory at regional competition, no one stood a chance at 

state competition. Out of 24 schools competing, Fairfax swept the field with 159 

points, taking first-place and the cup of excellence. Fairfax beat Heritage, the second-place 

taker, by 32 points. Fairfax will be sending 38 people to Nationals in 30 categories. Below 

are highlights on some of the students going to Nationals.  

Fairfax defeats  
competition  
at State 
Fairfax achieves 159 points 
by Zachary, senior                 photos by Gretchen, senior 

Youth takes the lead 
by Gretchen, senior 

Cassie, freshman, shocked the 

school by taking first place in mixed 

media art at regional and state competi-

tion. 

Being a first-time art student is a 

difficult adjustment, but her art teacher 

Mrs. Lewis commended her efforts. 

“As a first-year art student, Cassie 

was fearless and open about trying new 

art techniques that were way out of her 

comfort zone. She was a dedicated 

worker who got the job done,” said 

Mrs. Lewis. 

“I would encourage other people to 

try out for it because I didn’t know if I 

could do it, and I just won state,” said 

Cassie. 

Cassie noted that she worked for 

about six months on this project for 

three to four hours a week.   

Krista prevails  
over practiced pro 
by Jackie, senior 

Newcomer to FBTA, Krista amazes all 

those who are lucky enough to hear her 

splendid woodwind solo. She was able to 

take first place at State. 

Her piece is called Concertino by 

Shiminade. She has been practicing it for 

about 30 minutes to an hour since last 

spring. She has received help from her 

teacher Mrs. Bour, and she also went to a 

flute camp this past summer, which greatly 

helped her play the flute in general. 

“It helped a lot. I could never count 

before, but now I get it!” said Krista. 

At Regionals, Krista tied with Cathe-

rine, who was last year’s winner at Nation-

als.  

“I didn’t want to [compete against 

Monczewski]. The competition wasn’t that 

bad, but she is my friend,” said Pack. 

Senior High triumphs over Heritage 
Senior high is victorious in Regional ODACS 

by Robert, senior 

I n many people’s opinions, ODACS is a 

time where students gather together for 

friendly competition. However, for FBTA 

and Heritage, this is a time of war! 

Every year, as long as I can remember, 

the first and second place schools in the 

Northern region have been either Fairfax or 

Heritage. This year was no exception. With 

the daunting task of overcoming last year’s 

defeat by Heritage, FBTA set out on a long, 

stress-filled journey to take the first-place 

trophy back. 

That noble endeavor was fulfilled, as our 

senior high scored 177 points to Heritage’s 

158. Many were surprised at this result. 

“I didn’t think we were going to win, 

because a lot of people told me they weren’t 

ready,” said Josh, junior. 

Others were incredibly exuberant at Fair-

fax’s victory. 

“I am so excited we won, and seeing all 

the first-place wins was incredible!” said 

Hannah, junior. 

“Wow!” said Mr. Fender. 

For all intents and purposes, Fairfax dec-

imated Heritage’s dreams of a regional 

ODACS win. 

Go Fairfax! 

Junior high fights 
for the victory 
7th and 8th graders find the 
bright side of ODACS 
by Robert, senior 

A t the point of transition between junior 

high and senior high scores during 

Regional ODACS competition, many spec-

tators sat in anticipation as to what the score 

was. As I usually do, I kept score, and found 

that Heritage was beating us 121-115. 

 However, not all was at a loss. Fairfax 

tied Heritage with first-place winners (24). 

Thus, Fairfax would have just as many cate-

gories represented as Heritage does at state. 

Another bright spot was a win by Timmy 

Kidd in the new category of Instrumental 

Percussion Solo. 

Reagan receives his first place ribbon  
for Topical Preaching. 

“I was surprised I won!” said an energetic 

Timmy, 8th grade. 

Others found comfort in the orchestra win. 

I was so happy orchestra was going to 

state,” said Rebecca, 8th grade. 
All ODACS contestants could learn a lesson 

on optimism from the FBTA junior high. 

Katelyn , freshman,  
plays her way to first at State. 

“But I don’t FEEL happy,” said Caleb, senior, as 
Alexander T. Wolf. 

Abigail, senior,  
multitasks with her first-place wins.  

Krista, junior, effortlessly  
demonstrates her flute finesse. 

Cassie, freshman,  
shows off her first-place piece. 

Nate, junior, stands proudly by his  
Nationals-bound piece. 
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What is Spring Fever? 
Patriots explain what the season means to them 
by Bezawit, freshman 

Home by Nate, junior 

 

I  lift the bolt on the front door and immediately take a deep breath. 

The perfume of Spring greets me as my dear Friend. 

She invites me to take a stroll through her house and witness what great 

things can be found There. 

 

O! the sights that blossomed before my wondering, wandering eyes: 

Flowers flourishing, 

Grass growing, 

And birds in flight; 

Animals amuse themselves on this bright blissful day; insects toil,  

completing all of their chores. 

The fragrances that wafted through Spring’s house: 

Of flowers, 

Foliage, 

Forests, 

And fields. 

Each room had its own distinct scent; each turn gave an unexpected,  

exhilarating surprise. 

Spring played for me the loveliest and finest of her music: 

The River running, 

The Forest sighing, 

The Wind whistling, 

And in the midst of it all, 

Silence. 

What a myriad of sounds my ears did enjoy! 

 

Her home is so magnificent, nearly divine. 

I walked all day with her as though I were a mesmerized, trusting child: 

I held her gentle, caring hand as she led me gracefully along. 

I stepped out of house and into home. 

Spring Fever 
by Banna, senior 

 

A s the winter fades, a new season blooms, 

Filled with warmth and flowers. 

The dark days of winter no longer loom, 

Only the smell of spring showers. 

 

Leaves grow from the once bare trees, 

Shining in the sun’s precious glow. 

Rustling through spring’s ever-light breeze, 

Flowers begin to grow. 

 

Spring is here, replacing the cold, 

Ready to rain and shine. 

Children are smiling, valiant and bold, 

Frolicking in God’s design. 

 

Spring is a beautiful time of the year, 

From March to April to May. 

With a good case of Spring Fever here, 

Some even wish it could stay. 

A s April showers and May flowers ap-

pear once again, the wonderful season 

of spring and all it brings occupy the 

thoughts of the student body of FBTA.  

“Students don’t want to study because all 

they can think about is summer break,” said 

a slightly frustrated Miss Quinlan. 

Many students agree that they are not 

focused on school.  

“Spring means that school is almost over! 

I’m already imagining the beach!” said Cas-

sie, freshman. 

“I [think of] soccer and the long spring 

break that we don’t have,” said Semere, 

freshman. 

Spring signals the coming of “carefree 

summer days,” according to Caitlyn, fresh-

man. 

Other students have mixed feelings about 

spring. “I like having no school,” said Chris-

ty, freshman, with a grin, “but I don’t like 

spring cleaning.” 

“I don’t like allergies,” said Carrie, jun-

ior. “But I do like spring because it is a time 

of renewal, when you can change [anything] 

about yourself.” 

A few students are very forceful in their 

opinions about spring.  

Katelyn, freshman, is “sick of the cold 

and can’t wait until spring.” 

“Yay! No more cold weather!” said Gab-

by, sophomore. 

And of course, there is senioritis, the 

chronic ailment that seniors get as they near 

the end of their high school years. 

“Senioritis hits right after ODACS,” said 

Sarah, senior. “It makes it really hard to 

study and pay attention in school. I feel like 

I’m already out [of school].” 

Cameron, a senior and the FBTA student 

body president, said mysteriously, 

“Senioritis: it is the all-encompassing excuse 

not to do my homework, and unfortunately, 

it is the bane of my scholastic existence.”  

As the blessings of spring come to mind, 

it is important not to forget the greatest bless-

ing of all this season: Jesus’ death on the 

cross to pay for all the sins of the world, and 

His resurrection that conquered death and 

hell forever.  

Spring, like Carrie said, is a time of re-

newal and rebirth, a time to accept the free 

gift of new life in Christ. 
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Why don't you look 
forward to spring?

Allergies --
34%

Bugs -- 28%

4th Quarter 
Stress -- 13%

Other -- 25%

Why do you look forward to 
spring?

Warm weather -
- 21%
Flowers -- 6%

End of school --
58%
Other -- 15%
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The girls’ soccer season has started with success! 

Patriot Pride produces new fans 
The Patriot Pride reenergizes FBT 

The madness is back 

Spring brings in the Intramurals 
The boys’ intramurals program starts off with a bang 

Abigail and Abbe both hustle to the ball to beat their 
opponent from Leesburg! 

by David, junior 

L ast year’s intramural program sparked much interest 

with the junior and senior high boys, but this year 

the intramurals have received much speculation due to 

the absence of any announcement.  

However, some news has finally been spilled about 

the intramurals program! 

“The program will be making a return,” said Mr. Pro-

bus, athletic director. 

Last year’s program consisted of indoor soccer, flag 

football, volleyball and foosball. With the exception of 

foosball, the other sports will be returning with a more 

central focus. 

“We might focus more on the sports that were popular 

from last year,” said Mr. Probus. “Perhaps we will spend 

an entire week on football and a few days on soccer, in-

stead of just the single day for each competition.” 

The intramurals allow all the junior and senior high 

boys to get more involved in school activities, with a 

little healthy competition and fellowship with friends. 

“The intramurals give me an opportunity to play 

something in the spring that I normally wouldn’t have,” 

said Mario, senior. 

Mr. Probus condensed the motto of this year’s intra-

mural program into one concise statement: 

“Experiment. Success. Happiness.” 

More information will soon be announced regard-

ing the teams and times of the first event. 

The intramurals are scheduled to make their trium-

phant return on the first week of April, so dust off your 

cleats and get ready for the return of boys’ spring 

sports. 

Collin balances on top of the backs of 
fellow Patriot Pride members. 

by Angelika, junior 

F airfax Baptist Temple girls’ soccer sea-

son has started, and with only a few 

practices the girls began with a win against 

Keystone. 

Even with their victory, the girls realized 

they have several things to work on in order 

to become state champions for the sixth year 

in a row. 

Coach Probus said the team had a run-

ning list of skills to be perfected to continue 

their success.  

“The two main things however are com-

munication and spacing. By spacing I mean 

using the whole field and not the kiddy por-

tion. We have a large field so we should use 

it to our advantage,” he said. 

The girls on the team were excited about 

the season starting, but after finishing their 

first game they agree that they have many 

things to work on. 

“Although it was an easy game and we 

won, we still need to work on teamwork,” 

said Brianna, junior. 

“The game was fun, but it proved how 

out of shape we are,” said Marie, junior. 

The girls also have many goals they are 

looking forward to accomplishing this year. 

by David, junior 

T he Patriot Pride is back and more fired 

up than ever! 

With better organization and preparation, 

the Patriot Pride is ready to cheer our girls’ 

soccer team to another championship title. 

Bold face paint and rolled-up pants signi-

fy that the Patriot Pride is both serious and 

determined to create an excellent fan base 

for the girls, as seen at last Monday’s game 

against Keystone. 

“We are excited about Patriot Pride this 

year, and we’re more hyped-up than ever,” 

said an enthusiastic Cameron, student leader 

of Patriot Pride. 

This year the Pride is allowed to join the 

girls on away games in order to support the 

girls at all their games. 

With many plans up ahead, the Patriot 

Pride are looking to make a mark on the 

school and become a hallowed institution 

within FBT athletics. 

by David, junior 

C ongratulations! You have survived an-

other winter. Spring is now in the air, 

the rain is falling, the birds are chirping, and, 

of course, the infamous tournament is upon 

us. 

The NCAA’s 68-team mega-tournament 

is back with its brackets, its upsets, its rival-

ries, its Cinderella stories, and its unforgetta-

ble drama. 

Every year we watch our favorite teams 

duke it out in one of the largest sports tourna-

ments known to mankind. 

“It’s like a tradition to fill out the brackets 

every year and argue over who made the best 

picks,” said Adam, sophomore. 

“This year’s tournament has been one of 

the most interesting ever!” Mark, 5th grade, 

added. 

We spend countless hours in our 

“bracketology” study for the 65 games of the 

tournament, and in one short month it is all 

over. 

With the record amount of buzzer-beaters 

and surprising upsets, like Morehead State 

crushing Louisville, this year’s tournament 

was one of the most interesting to date.  

U Conn triumphed in the final round of 

the tournament beating the underdog, Butler. 

Did you find a method to the madness this 

year? 

See the determination in the eyes of the boys as they play indoor soccer. 

WORD SEARCH 
ARIZONA, KANSAS, UNC, BUTLER, KENTUCKY, 

VIRGINIA, UCONN, FLORIDA 

“I want the team to get in shape early, 

work well together, and win the sixth cham-

pionship,” replied Jenny, captain, listing her 

goals for the season. 

“I am excited to getting to know every-

one who did not play basketball, but I am 

mostly excited about having an awesome 

season and being state champions for six 

years in a row,” said Abbe, describing what 

she was looking forward to the most this 

soccer season. 

With their motto “All for Christ — No 

regrets,” the girls hope to finishes this sea-

son as state champions for the sixth time. 

“It’s all about getting the fans more in-

volved and the girls’ soccer team more pre-

pared to play,” said David, FBTA graduate 

and former Patriot Pride leader. 

The school is ready to see the Patriot 

Pride pyramid alongside the girls’ soccer 

games once again. 
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