
Diploma of  
Distinction 
by Hannah, junior 

W hen the word diploma is referred to, 

graduation always comes to mind. 

Well, in this case, on Aug. 25, 2010, when 

the word diploma was mentioned, gradua-

tion was not being alluded to, but the new 

diploma: the “Diploma of Distinction.”  

Mr. Fender, who introduced the new 

diploma, even showed his adoration of the 

new name. He said that he wished he could 

have come up with the name of it himself, 

but unfortunately the credit for finding this 

name goes to Mrs. Kidd and all of her re-

search on the names of diplomas from other 

schools. 

In order to achieve this diploma, a stu-

dent at FBTA must accomplish all of the 

following requirements: A student must earn 

four and a half credits in math with Algebra 

1 and 2, GTA, calculus, and financial man-

agement in 12th grade, four credits in science 

with physical science, biology, chemistry, 

physics or physiology, and two credits in a 

foreign language.  
“It is a great honor to get this diploma 

when I was going to try to receive the Ad-

vanced Studies Diploma anyway,” said An-

gelika, junior.  

“We are raising the bar academically in 

FBTA, and this new diploma gives an op-

portunity to those students who want to chal-

lenge themselves,” said Mr. Kidd, explaining 

why this new diploma was added to the list.  
Parents should be included in every di-

ploma decision. 

 “I think it’s awesome. I’m going to go 

for it. Well, actually my mom said I’m going 

for it, so I have to go for it whether I want to 

or not,” said Carrie, junior, summing up her 

own enthusiastic opinion.  

Falling to our knees 
Evangelist Tom Ferrell Speaks to Students  
by David, junior 

F all is here! The leaves are changing col-

ors, school has started and the Fairfax 

Baptist Temple completed their annual fall 

revival. Evangelist Tom Ferrell was the 

guest speaker for the revival services, which 

started Sept. 12 and went through Sept. 17.  

It “gave us a reminder to live holy for the 

Lord and not for sin” said Bro. Barr, youth 

pastor at Fairfax Baptist Temple.  

Bro. Barr went on to say, “It is a time for 

us to come clean with our sin and come back 

to a vibrant growing relationship with God.”  

The services were a great time to get 

away from everyday hectic living and focus 

on the Lord (and the no 

homework wasn’t bad 

either).  

“It’s a great time to 

let the Lord speak to 

you, and not worry 

about the problems of 

our everyday lives,” 

said Cameron, student 

body president. 

“Giving up time to 

worship the Lord and to 

know Him better is a great way to start off the 

school year,” said Angelica, junior.  

It’s very easy to get soaked up with wor-

ries at the beginning of the year. Focusing on 

studies or the beginning of a sports season 

can often consume one’s thoughts and lives. 

The revival took much of that stress off of 

students and teachers alike.  

The revival touched many people’s hearts 

and lives. 

“We can’t wait for the next revival!” said 

Robert, senior.  

PSAT/PLAN Tension? 
Juniors and Seniors give advice on avoiding stress 
by Jenny, senior 

O n Oct. 13, this year’s 10th and 11th 

graders will be taking different tests 

outside the ordinary SATs at FBTA. 

“Get a lot of sleep and stay focused!” 

Abigail, senior, advised.  

The sophomores will be taking a test 

that will help narrow down their occupa-

tion choices. What is unique about this test, 

is that not only does it test the 10th graders 

thinking skills, but there is a part which 

asks them “yes” or “no” questions about 

activities they like to do and what academ-

ic areas they perform the best. When they 

receive their results, they will also get a 

sheet of paper that will show them what 

jobs they would enjoy and succeed. 

Advice 
from 2500 
miles away 
by Robert, senior 

M any students may not be aware of a 

man by the name of Mr. Hansen, but 

to those of us that know him, his impact on 

FBTA will never be forgotten. His good-

natured laugh still resonates in our ears! 

Mr. Hansen was the former administrator 

of FBTA, overseeing our school for nearly 

27 years. He now lives in Oregon, minister-

ing at his son’s church. He enthusiastically  

began his admonishment with that whole-

hearted laugh of his and said the following to 

the class of 2011: “Focus on the Lord, and 

give your best to Jesus Christ, that is the best 

council and advice to give.”  

He continually stressed the importance of 

putting Christ first. 

“Pick your friends that have a desire to 

live for God,” he advised the new students. 

“Make new students feel welcome,” he 

said, giving advice to returning students.  

Overall for the academy, Mr. Hansen 

hopes and prays that we will put God first in 

our lives, and that everything’s got to be 

about Christ. 

Mr. Hansen faithfully prays for FBTA 

every day. He prays for God to bless the 

teachers as well as for the students.  

I was awed at this man’s faithfulness. 

Here is a man that doesn’t live anywhere 

near FBTA, and yet he keeps our school in 

his prayers. What a great example of perse-

verance for us! 

“And I loved every minute of it!” Mr. 

Hansen said concerning his former admin-

istration days. 

As we can see, when one follows God 

and does His will, he will prosper and love 

his work. Thank you Mr. Hansen for all of 

your years of being administrator here, and 

may the Lord bless and keep you, as you 

seek to obey God 2500 miles away! 

“Don’t narrow your options just be-

cause the test suggested your career 

plans,” Michelle, junior, said.  

“Pray and don’t say you like packing 

boxes,” Catherine, junior, said. 

The juniors will be taking the PSAT. 

This will give them a good look of what 

the SATs they will need to take to get 

into some colleges will look like. This 

test has the same kind of questions that 

will be on the SATs. It will also show 

them what areas they will need to work 

on before they take the SATs.  

“Don’t think that you can cram for it. 

It takes knowledge from previous years 

of classes,” Gretchen, senior, said. 

Teen  
Revival 
kickstarts 
the year 
by Abbe, senior 

T he FBT teen group held the annual teen 

revival from Aug. 31 to Sept. 1. The 

revival always launches the year into the 

right direction, but there was something ex-

tra special about this teen revival.   

“My favorite part was the great preach-

ing,” said Emmie, a sophomore and new 

student at FBTA. 

Bro. Steve Von Bokern flew from Indi-

ana to be the preacher for the week. He is the 

youth pastor at the Lifeway Baptist 

Church—a youth group he describes as be-

ing much like ours.  As the father of seven 

children, Bro. Von Bokern also authors 

many of the devotionals in Glow in the 

Dark, a popular monthly devotional booklet 

for teenagers.   

Whether it was a message about how to 

be Christ-like, or the closing message of the 

revival about being an encourager just like 

Barnabas, every teen was touched spiritually 

and personally.   

Cameron, a senior, especially benefited 

personally from Bro. Von Bokern.   

“I really got to know him when David 

Bassali (junior), David Wickizer (junior), 

and I took him to the Old Cairo Grill. That 

was a time I will never forget!” said Camer-

on.  

Yearbook/Newspaper 
Merger   
by Mrs. Dyck, Advisor 

O ne of the many changes to the class schedule 

this year was the combination of yearbook 

and newspaper classes into a new journalism class. 

Students were encouraged to fill out an appli-

cation, while teachers and administration were 

interviewed on the students’ attention to detail, 

ability to turn in assignments on time, and overall 

attitude and involvement in the academy. Since 

much of the classroom work will be done in the 

computer lab, the class size was limited due to the 

number of computers available. 

However, the Patriot Press is always looking 

for new articles and ideas. If you are an aspiring 

writer or would like to be considered for staff in 

the future, please see one of the advisors or a staff 

member with your article idea or essay.  
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Mr. and Mrs.  
Gil Hansen 

Elementary students compare which CDs  
from the sales table they like the best.  

Hope (7th grade), Madison (8th grade), Angelika (junior) and David (junior) wonder if all their 
studying and homework from the last several years will pay off.  
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A Day of Lockdown 
Hurricane Earl: A vicious storm in Antigua 

Cause for Concern 
Ninth District Court rules on marriage amendment 
by Zachary, senior 

A t the beginning of the month of Au-

gust, the Ninth District Federal Court 

made a stunning ruling to overturn the Cali-

fornia state marriage amendment.   

This defined marriage in that state as 

existing between one man and one woman, 

and had been passed earlier by 52 per cent of 

California’s voters.   

The judge based his ruling on the 14th 

Amendment’s “equal protection” clause, 

siding in favor of homosexual activist groups 

who opposed the state amendment.   

There are several things constitutionally 

and ethically wrong with the court’s deci-

sion, however.   

First, marriage does not fall under the 

federal courts’ jurisdiction; since the Consti-

tution does not expressly delegate to the 

federal government such a power, it is re-

served to the states.   

Second, the judge should never have 

accepted the case, since he is himself a ho-

mosexual and would naturally be biased in 

such a decision.   

Third, since the people of California had 

passed the amendment, no judge should have 

arbitrary power to impose judicial tyranny 

upon the people.   

According to Mrs. Pigott, 11th grade 

American government teacher, “No state 

branch has taken up the case, so the decision 

would be based upon whether lifting the ban 

would produce injury to traditional marriage, 

which is a difficult case to prove.” 

She added that homosexuals would prob-

ably stop with this political victory rather 

than risk an overturn by appealing to a high-

er court.   

The decision is scheduled for December.   

How does this information affect students 

at Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy? 

Although the ruling would not directly 

affect Virginia, it could encourage homosex-

uals in other states to challenge their mar-

riage amendments.   

 Mrs. Pigott believes there is a graver 

danger.   

 “It causes a dramatic culture change in 

the way the American people think on moral 

issues,” she said.   

 Bro. Barr, youth pastor at Fairfax Baptist 

Temple, admonishes, “Don’t believe the lie 

that same sex marriages are “widely accept-

ed” in this country because this is not true.”  

Ultimately, the reason why Christians 

everywhere should be concerned about these 

events is because of the obligation given by 

God to uphold righteousness in this country.   

“We must pray that Christians and Cali-

fornians will continue to stand for marriage 

between a man and a woman and that right-

eousness will prevail,” Bro. Barr said.  

“Regardless of the outcome of this case, we 

must continue to stand for what is right.”  

Thus, every godly citizen should respond 

in the manner of I Timothy 2:1-2: “I exhort 

therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 

prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, 

be made for all men; For kings, and for all 

that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 

and peaceable life in all godliness and hones-

ty.”   

She awoke at 5 a.m. the next morning to 

a significantly different view.  

“The front of our house looked like a lake 

with all the rain water from the night be-

fore,” she said. 

The local church services were cancelled 

along with a delayed first day of school. She 

luckily did not have any flooding, but some 

of her church members did. 

“The only major thing, in my opinion, 

affected by the hurricane was the fact that 

the first day of school was pushed (back) a 

few days,” said Cuellar-Paez jokingly, not-

ing that school was to begin on Sept. 1. 

 In Antigua they have hurricane days 

instead of snow days, she said. 

It is currently hurricane season in Anti-

gua, and the locals’ weak wooden houses are 

quite vulnerable to hurricanes. Thankfully, 

no serious damage was reported, except for 

some missing banana trees. 

by Gretchen, senior 

T he famous Hurricane Earl wreaked 

havoc in Antigua on Sunday, Aug. 29. 

Mrs. Cuellar-Paez, the recent Miss Cuellar, 

former 3rd grade teacher at FBTA, endured a 

day of lockdown as the hurricane blasted 

over her house. 

Cuellar-Paez is currently serving God in 

Antigua and was one of the many caught in 

Hurricane Earl.  

“We lost power since about 2 p.m. that 

day, and we did not get it back until almost 

36 hours later. We didn’t have any internet 

service for about four or five days,“ she said 

in an e-mail. 

The hurricane started at noon with strong 

winds and showers that deepened into a vi-

cious storm at 10 p.m. that night.  

“It almost sounded like the water was 

simply pounding on the walls and ceiling,” 

she said. 

A Very Pert 
President 
by Banna, senior 

W hen the name Cameron comes to 

mind, FBTA students probably tend 

to think of a laid-back, social butterfly who 

is quite nice and gets along with nearly eve-

ryone. Well, he can add a new title to his list: 

FBTA student body president.  

We’ve got it better 

The Patriot Press caught up with Cameron to 

talk election jitters, new ideas, and the future of 

FBTA. 

Although Cameron had several reasons for 

why he was running for president there was one 

he stressed the most.  

“I really wanted people to hear my ideas; I 

mean I’ve been going here since kindergarten!”  

When asked if he was slightly nervous during 

the elections he responded with an immediate, 

“of course!”  

Although it seems so long ago when students 

awaited to hear the results of the election, Camer-

on remembered it as vividly as if it were yester-

day.  

“I remember sitting in GTA and hearing Mr. 

Kidd announce it over the intercom, and having 

Tim come up and give me a big hug, it was a 

really great feeling,” he said.  

Not only was it sure to be rewarding, but well

-deserved, as Cameron has bright hopes for the 

future of FBTA. 

“I really want the school to grow spiritually, 

and it seems like everyone has been really open 

to my ideas.”  

Hopefully, all of his enthusiasm will be trans-

lated through his hard work. With God on his 

side, this will be the beginning of a very eventful 

school year. 

by Robert, senior 

T here comes a point in time when we as 

teenagers grow up and face the world 

on our own. No one I think has learned that 

lesson more than my very own brother, Da-

vid.  

This past summer, for those of you that 

didn’t know, my brother went down to Paris 

Island, SC, for Marine Corps boot camp, and 

what a time he had down there! From going 

through eye-exasperating gas, to getting 

punished for other’s mistakes, to jogging six 

miles with military gear on in upwards of 

100 degrees, David’s experience there was 

nothing short of severe. Then finally came 

the Crucible. The Crucible is the final culmi-

nation of training that a Marine recruit has 

learned at boot camp.  

(Hey soccer team, think we run too many 

laps? Students, do you think your sleep dep-

rivation is borderline crazy? Well, think 

again.) 

In the Crucible, David underwent 54 

hours of absolute madness! From marches in 

day and in night, to minimal sleep and food, 

to very intense military rescue scenarios, 

David learned that being thankful for even 

the little things in life is important. 

“When you’re back at home complaining 

that you have to wake up at 7 a.m., you real-

ize that was amazing compared to here (boot 

camp),” David said. 

As I thought about David and his experi-

ences in boot camp, all I could do was just  

shake my head in shame. Here, we complain 

about not getting the sandwich we wanted 

for lunch. Here, we are angered that maybe 

we didn’t get the ball as many times as we 

wanted.  In reality, we should be thankful 

that we at least did get a sandwich to eat, and 

that we have two legs and two arms to play 

sports. 

In one of his letters, David wisely ad-

monished us to “remember to value those 

things you take for granted, such as sleep, 

hygiene, food, water, and most of all free-

dom. You don’t realize what freedom is until 

it is taken away from you.”  

As we finish up our first month of the 

school year, let us not forget also about how 

blessed we are spiritually. 

David said that he actually grew closer to 

the Lord at boot camp because here in VA, 

he just took it all for granted. 

“Complacency kills. Don’t get compla-

cent with the Bible teaching you have at 

FBTA,” he said. 

Value all the Bible teaching and Christian 

principles we learn here. Let us determine 

this year that we will count our blessings, 

and follow what Paul says in Philippians 

4:11b: “For I have learned, in whatsoever 

state I am, therewith to be content.” 
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Tips for  
transitioning 
by Zachary, senior 

L uke 9:62 reads, “And Jesus said 

unto him, No man having put his 

hand to the plough, and looking back, is 

fit for the kingdom of God.”   

As you struggle to transition from 

summer’s bliss to school’s bustle, you 

need to give your best to the task before 

you.   

Before anyone can accomplish a 

great task, however, he must have a 

plan, a vision.  The Bible says in Prov-

erbs 29:18a, “Where there is no vision, 

the people perish.” 

Therefore, be sure to set some aca-

demic and spiritual goals to reach be-

fore the year is too far advanced.   

Finally, remember Proverbs 24:10: 

“If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy 

strength is small.” Be aware of the limi-

tations of your own strength and rest in 

God’s power to accomplish this school 

year for His honor and glory.   

 

Teacher Spotlight: 
Miss Quinlan 

FBT Youth Group and PCC 
Pensacola college trip planned in November 
by Catherine, junior  

T his coming November the FBT youth 

group is going to Pensacola, FL, to visit 

Pensacola Christian College on a college 

trip. The trip is planned for Nov. 9-12. 

“My goal (for this trip) is every student 

that goes on this trip wants to go to a Chris-

tian college. If Pensacola is for them, great. 

If not, then I want them to leave wanting to 

go to a Christian college,” said Bro. Barr. 

“I’m hoping to learn more about it 

(Pensacola Christian College), possibly meet 

my video teachers, and hopefully confirm 

that it’s God’s will for me to go to school 

there,” said Christa, junior. 

Actually, this past summer, I had the 

privilege of visiting Pensacola Christian 

College for a history camp I was attending 

on the campus. 

While there, I got to visit Pensacola 

beach, still untouched by the BP oil spill at 

the time, as well as tour the Naval Air Base, 

made famous by the Blue Angels. 

The campus at Pensacola was like a 

theme park, including attractions such as 

their Olympic-sized pool, water park, roller 

rink, ice-skating rink, rock-climbing walls, 

courts for tennis, volleyball and racquetball, 

and a bowling alley. They also have places 

to relax and have a snack, like the coffee bar 

or the Palm Grille. 

Dorm life was the biggest adjustment for 

me. Having to share living space with a 

roomie, not to mention two other suite-

mates, was at times difficult. Especially 

when it came to allotting shower-time. 

What struck me the most, though, was 

the impressive sanctuary where Sunday and 

Wednesday services were held. But the 

beauty of their facilities never drew away 

from the power of the message preached 

from the pulpit. 

I was in Pensacola for only a little over a 

week, but in that short period of time I met 

people from as far away as Alaska and Cali-

fornia and as close by as Alabama, Georgia 

and Louisiana. My experiences there 

were unforgettable, and as a new oppor-

tunity to visit PCC on the youth group’s 

up-and-coming college trip arises, I hope 

all who are going will take this excellent 

opportunity to check out everything first-

hand. 

by Bethany, sophomore 

M iss Quinlan, a new teacher that we are 

blessed to have at our school this year, 

teaches the 7th-10th graders English, math, and 

Spanish. 

Miss Quinlan grew up on the missions field 

of Indonesia. She not only can speak fluent 

English and Spanish, but also Indonesian.   

“It was a blessing because you get to see 

and realize things that other people do not,” 

she said, explaining the positives of the mis-

sion field. 

One of her favorite memories from the 

mission field was the amazing food she got 

to experience. Her family is also very close 

as a result from working together on the 

mission field, and for that Miss Quinlan is 

extremely thankful. 

Growing up, Miss Quinlan was home-

schooled by her mom. She looked up to her 

mom as a great example of a teacher, but she 

was not sure if teaching was what God want-

ed for her life. After taking teaching classes 

at Pensacola Christian College, she realized 

that teaching was exactly what God wanted 

for her life. 

Miss Quinlan completed her undergradu-

ate degree in music education and her Mas-

ter’s degree in secondary education. 
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Welcome to the Honor Society 
by Nate, junior 

M any students in the academy had this 

one unanswered question: “What is 

the honor society?”  

When asked, Mr. Kidd described the 

AACS American Honor Society as “an elite 

group of people that qualify for the honor 

society.”  

Now the question becomes: “What are 

these qualifications?”  

Students are evaluated on their scholar-

ship (90% or higher GPA), Christian charac-

ter, Christian leadership, and Christian ser-

vice. The faculty assesses upcoming juniors 

and seniors based on these qualifications.  

Being a member of the Honor Society is 

a tremendous privilege and it does come 

with some benefits and responsibility: this 

honor recognizes these students as school 

leaders, colleges look at this highly on the 

honoree’s transcript, and the Honor Student 

gets a cool pin and certificate to show off. 

“It's a great honor to receive this recogni-

tion from the staff of our school!” Hannah, 

junior, said.       

Congratulations to all those who were inducted to the honor society this year. 
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Beginning 
of a New 
Season 
Striving early for  
soccer championship 
by Angelika, junior 

F airfax Baptist Temple Academy boys’ 

soccer team started practicing on Aug. 11. 

“Taking the championship—nothing 

more nothing less,” said Cameron, captain, 

sharing the team’s goal for the season. 

Since the goal of the season is to win the 

championship, the team had to work really 

hard to get ready for their first game on Aug. 

27. To help lead the team to victory, Mr. 

Probus chose Robert and Cameron to be the 

captains of the team. 

“I like being there for my team and help-

ing out new players,” Robert said. 

So far FBT’s soccer team is ranked sec-

ond in the state. 

“I think our team has great potential, but 

we need to work on some basics before we 

can become great,” said David, junior, giv-

ing advice on how they can achieve first-

place status. 

With more talent and a new goal to be 

committed, the boys’ soccer team is steadily 

working toward the championship. 

Frenemies 
Forever 
by Catherine, junior  

I mitation.” “Second.” “Evil.” Rivals. 

All words to describe Heritage Christian 

School, our long-time foes. Whether it be 

sports, music or academics, ODACS is our 

annual opportunity to fulfill this great and 

noble purpose: Beating Heritage. 

The proof of this vicious tug-of-war is in 

the figurative pudding. The name “Heritage” 

can scarcely be whispered in the halls of 

FBTA without some rallying cry of “They’re 

going down!”  

The competitive spirit is even more in-

tense (if that’s possible) on the field and 

court. 

“When I first came here, Heritage was a 

strong sports team and we weren’t. But we 

were good in fine arts and they were just a 

blip on the screen (in fine arts). But they 

imitated us (in fine arts) and we stepped up 

in sports. There’s friendship, but not as much 

as I’d like. It’s a healthy competition,” said 

Mr. Fender, girls’ volleyball coach. 

In Heritage’s opinion, “We have rivalries 

with other teams, but I think the one with 

Fairfax is the friendliest. Most of the 

(Heritage) girls know most of the (Fairfax) 

girls on your team. It’s a healthy rivalry,” 

said Ms. Helton, Heritage girls’ volleyball 

coach. 

But one can hardly highlight our great 

rivalry without mentioning the arts and aca-

demics aspects of ODACS. 

“They’re (Fairfax) definitely competition. 

That’s for sure. They’re going to win music 

stuff (in ODACS) mostly, I’d say. It’s hard 

but you have to try your best,” said Jackie of  

Heritage. 

“We can beat them this year.” said Ban-

na, “We have a lot of talented students.” 

Now that’s all fine and dandy, but what 

does that tell us about the dark, sinister root 

of this ancient contention? What do we real-

ly feel about each other? 

“It’s always close. They’re (Fairfax is) 

just another Christian school trying to do 

God’s will,” said Yelena of Heritage. 

“It can be very, very, very intense, but it’s 

calmed down,” said Marissa of Heritage. 

“It’s fun to play against them, but I love 

to beat them,” said Cameron, student body 

president, with a smile. 

Well, perhaps the Fairfax v. Heritage 

rivalry isn’t quite as ferocious as previously 

thought. So how does one call it? Friends or 

enemies? Or possibly a little bit of both? 

Heritage and Fairfax may be destined to be 

“frenemies” forever. 

Victory’s Undying Passion 
Girls’ volleyball team off to a great start 

Volleyball Conquerors 
by Cameron, senior 

T he faculty-staff game was a match that 

was anticipated by the FBTA staff and 

the volleyball players alike. 

Dismissing at 2:30 p.m., the entire school 

went upstairs to behold the spectacle of either 

a good game or a massive slaughter. 

Participating in her first faculty-staff game, 

Mrs. Page was very nervous about her perfor-

mance, yet appeared to be the crowd favorite 

for extra credit points! 

“There was no practice and I was rusty, 

but it was (still) fun!” she said.    

With the whistle sounding and the game 

beginning, it was back and forth for the ma-

jority of the first period. With Pastor Calvert 

being the target of the student’s spikes, the 

FBTA team started to rack up the points as the 

game progressed. 

Kimberly, junior, particularly enjoyed this 

thrill, seeing as how it is not every day that the 

opportunity comes to spike volleyballs at your 

pastor! 

“Well, I tried not to spike hard at him, it 

was kind of fun, actually, because it was nice 

to see him get involved with the team even 

though he’s so busy,” she said. 

Mr. Niggl, the officiator, had a lot of work 

cut out for him in this game, but of course he 

had his own prediction from the beginning of 

the game, which turned out to be true. 

“As soon as I knew the best players were 

going to play, I figured the more experienced 

staff would win,” he said. 

Once the third game ensued, Mr. Probus 

put in his “A-Team,” and the tide of the game 

began to turn. 

Gretchen, senior, had quite a bit to say 

about this change of tactics. 

“The spikes killed us. Of course we were 

playing against (mostly) men, so that was 

expected,” she said. 

The soccer guys have been doing cheers 

consistently but due to the nature of high 

school boys, distractions come all too easily! 

Jackie, senior, reprimanded the lack of cheer-

ing, and at the end of the game the noise was 

ballistic!  

Jacklyn, junior, was exuberant that it final-

ly began. 

“Well they only did cheers at the end, but 

when they did they were really good!” Jack-

lyn said. 

All in all the girls’ team was disappointed 

in their loss, but Jenny, senior, was still 

pleased with their performance. 

“When it comes to how we played, I can-

not complain! Of course we had our mistakes, 

but taking on a team of greater talent and 

strength, we still gave them a run for their 

money,” she said. 

 

by Cameron, senior 

E mbarking on their new season, the 

FBTA volleyball team is determined to 

take their first state championship trophy in 

the history of our school. 

Coach Fender’s vision for the team is 

nothing less than victory. 

“The talent on the team should put them 

in the final four with the opportunity to win 

the state championship,” he said. 

Along with this vision he has a motive of 

betterment on the team as a whole. 

“My goal is to get them to realize how 

good they can be if they work at it!” he said. 

This mission has been in their sights ever 

since practice began in the middle of August. 

Enduring the endless conditioning drills, 

continual setting, and infinite over-hand 

serving, they have all bonded together quick-

ly.  

Enthusiastic player Brianna, junior, whole-

heartedly believes that their team can take this 

championship. 

“I think that as the season comes on, we’re 

going to be able to really come together,” she 

said. 

New to our school and the volleyball team, 

Christa has thoroughly enjoyed herself diving 

right into the program. 

“This year is different from previous years 

I've played in that it's actually a high school 

level. I've only played on community teams, 

so it's nice to get the experience of playing for 

a school. I feel like I've already improved 

since the season began, but there's still so 

much for me to work on,” she said. 

In one season this team has a different 

coach, added some new players, and rekindled 

the fire from last season to take it all the way! 

Committed to winning the first place tro-

phy as well, the JV girls have been working 

very hard to smooth out the rough edges in 

their younger players. 

“I think we could win most of our games 

because we have a lot of good talent within 

our 16 players,” Susannah, 8th grade, said in a 

confident manner. 

With Mrs. Niggl jumping into the slot of 

JV volleyball coach, she proficiently takes her 

six years of coaching experience and helps her 

squad with technical drills such as setting, 

spiking, and diving to save the ball. All of 

these are critical when at the varsity level. 

“It gives me a different outlook than just 

being the secretary, I get more interaction and 

personal involvement with the students than 

before,” she said.  

 

“ 
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Shayne flips upside down to strike the ball;  
pressuring the new Heritage goal keeper. The game ended as a 1-0 Fairfax victory. 
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