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Time for Goodbye
by Robert, junior

Benjamin Franklin once said: “Lost time is never found again.” 
For some people, this principle may be difficult to grasp, but with the end 

of school rapidly approaching for the class of 2010, this concept has been extra 
painful to embrace. 

Many of the seniors had the same emotions regarding how fast their school life 
and their senior year went by.

 “Looking back it seems like yesterday that I was getting in trouble with Miss 
Farsaii,” said Melissa.

 “I feel like it went really fast and really slow at the same time,” said Andria 
regarding her school career.

 “I felt like my senior year at first went slow, but once we hit February, it 
started going really fast,” said Michelle.

“It went by really fast,” said Jeremiah, regarding his schooling.
 “Elementary was really slow, and seemed to never end. But now I am graduat-

ing, and it seems like it went so fast,” said Kelsey.
 “Growing up, I could not wait to graduate. But senior year, it really hit me: 

these are the greatest times of my life,” said David. “To the student body I would 
say, do not wish for high school to finish quickly while there are still many memo-
ries to be made.” 

As I myself was pondering over this all important idea of time, I came across 
my kindergarten yearbook, the 1999 Patriot, which happened to have as its theme 
“Redeeming the Time.” While I was going through this past relic, I discovered 
another very wise quote on time. The quote reads: “When you kill time, it has no 
resurrection.” That yearbook contained several different quotes on time. And now, 
11 years later, those quotes, though written in the past, still apply to us today. 

Time is fleeting, and we can never get back another second that has passed us. If 
you have read this article, 120 seconds have passed that you will never be able to get 
back. The Bible wisely exhorts us on making our time count. 

Ephesians 5:16 states: “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”
Dr. Bud Calvert said many years ago about using our time wisely, “Live for God 

today and have no regrets tomorrow.” 
To the senior class of 2010, may the Lord continue to be your guide as you seek to 

redeem the time. To those of us not graduating this year, a strong message has been sent 
to us. In just a few short years—which will feel like mere minutes—you and I will be in 
these seniors’ shoes, reminiscing upon our entire school experience. 

And when we get to that point, how will we remember those years? That is up to 
us to decide, and the course of action we choose to take begins now.

Lady Patriots’ Soccer Tournament
by Catherine, sophomore and Alexandra, senior

passing, talking, [and] shooting. Everything went great,” 
Jenny said afterwards.

“They played well as a team,” Coach Reynolds 
agreed. “They came far from the beginning of the season 
with their passing and team playing.”

“We screamed for the girls’ patriots and entertained 
the crowd by making human pyramids,” said Patriot 
Prider Robert, junior, with a smile.

This was the girls’ sixth championship in all and 
their fifth championship in a row. Coach Reynolds as-
serted her belief in the team’s ability to take next year’s 
championship: “They’ve grown themselves as a team this 
year. The potential’s there.”

Mr. Probus also wanted this win for two departing 
seniors, Kelsey and Alexandra.

Congratulations, girls! And remember: All out! All 
the time! All for God or not at all!

     

On May 14, 2:30 p.m. there was a clash of wills 
upon the FBTA soccer field as our own Lady 

Patriots vied for their fifth consecutive soccer cham-
pionship.

There was a mix of uncertainty and confidence 
amongst the team prior to the first match against 
Faith.

“We had a really young team. I didn’t really 
know what was going to happen,” said Jenny, cap-
tain.

“Yes. I was expecting them to win,” Coach 
Reynolds said with assurance.

“I knew we could win, if we didn’t let ourselves 
get too overconfident,” said Kimberly, sophomore.

Despite some of the misgivings amongst the 
team, the girls went on to win both days of matches 
and take home the championship once again.

“We worked together as a team. [We had] great Patriot Pride: see story on page 2

Pixel People by  
Crystabel, senior
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We are the Patriot Pride
by Cameron, junior

2010 Yearbook Dedication
by Camille, freshman

We are not male cheerleaders . . . we are the Patriot 
Pride!” Robert, junior, exclaimed.

Founded by Caleb, junior, and David, senior, the 
Patriot Pride was an unprecedented idea for FBTA.

“This was one last chance for Fairfax to win a state 
championship, and we wanted to put our full support 
behind them,” said Caleb.

The girls’ soccer season is the final ODACS sports 
competition for this academic year, and FBTA has no 
banners to raise. The enthusiastic support from this pep 
squad came as a surprise to the girls’ team. Watching the 
group of guys attempt to make a pyramid and do any-
thing organized is very humorous for adults and players 
alike. The mark of achievement was making a pyramid 
four rows high, then collapsing on top of the unfortu-

nate souls at the base.
With about seven faithfully-attending guys who are 

willing to dress in school colors and cheer consistently, it 
has proven to be a very novel experience for both staff and 
students. Never before has there been an organized attempt 
to have a group of guys rally behind the teams.

“This is how dedicated we are—our face paint is 
acrylic!” said David.

The Patriot Pride attended the girls’ state championship, 
and screamed and chanted the FBTA Patriots to victory.

“It was very encouraging to have them cheer for the 
soccer girls, it is definitely entertaining to see their ‘inter-
esting’ outfits and hear them scream out your name!” said 
soccer captain Jenny, junior.

The last member tries in vain to climb the pyramid,  
while the guys on the bottom row grimace in pain. 

personnel necessary to make it happen.” 
Mr. Cordeiro thanked his piano players; moms 

who helped plan parties and field trips; teachers who 
accommodated his extra rehearsals; Mrs. Darby, Mrs. 
Schimkus, and Mr. Gulotta for their help with the com-
petitions, DVDs, and sound support; and Mr. Kidd for 

his help to make the music program function so 
well.

“I also want to thank my lovely wife, 
Rachel, who has been patient with 

me and has supported me during 
these four years of ministry here at 
FBTA,” he added.

“It was really sweet how Mr. 
Cordeiro’s mom was there. She 
saw him grow up in this school, 
and now she saw the yearbook 
dedicated to him,” said Taylor, 
6th grade. 

“I thought the Simon Says 
was really a lot of fun, and I liked 

all the pictures in the yearbook,” 
said Julia, 1st grade.

“The yearbook was 
really great, and I know 

a lot of people put a lot of 
work into it, and I think Mr. 

Cordeiro deserved the  dedication,” 
said Carlie, 5th grade.

“It was that short moment of the school 
year in which we looked back, reflected, 
and enjoyed the memories of the past placed 
within a book of memories  — a notable event 
of the year,” said Adam, freshman. 

The 2010 yearbook will serve as a fond 
reminder of a great and fun year — one that 
the students will all proudly remember! A big 
thank you from the entire student body goes out to the 
hard-working staff for a job well done, and a superb, 
first-class yearbook!

The air was electrifying as the classes filed into the 
auditorium. This wasn’t just the usual chatter and 

playing around that the students like to do when released 
from their classrooms . . . this was different. It was the 
yearly, eagerly-anticipated, famous yearbook dedication. 
This was the day that everyone looks forward to 
all year . . . the day when the yearbooks are 
distributed, and the yearbook dedica-
tion announced.

For the past several months, 
the 2010 yearbook staff had 
been working long and tedious 
hours, and managed to keep 
that closely-held secret that 
everyone tries to find out 
. . . who will the yearbook 
be dedicated to this year? 
Even the teachers were ex-
cited! Mr. Kidd then took 
control of the situation and 
turned the idle chatter into a 
highly-organized and quick-
witted game of “Simon says,” 
while they waited for some late 
attendees to arrive. 

The yearbook staff presented a 
wonderful slide show accompanied by 
“Millenium” (the musical piece that won 
senior orchestra first place in both ODACS and 
Nationals). After the perfectly choreographed slideshow 
concluded, the yearbook editor, Abbe, read the dedica-
tion:

“The 2010 yearbook staff would like to dedicate this 
yearbook to Mr. Rudy Cordeiro!” 

“I want to thank the yearbook staff for their kind-
ness and thoughtfulness in honoring me with the year-
book dedication,” said Mr. Cordeiro. “I am truly sur-
prised! FBTA is blessed with many dedicated teachers 
and helpers, and so many deserve to be honored or have 
been honored. I know that the Lord has blessed me with 
not just a great school year in music, but also with the 

The Yearbook Nerd staffers prepare to hand out stacks 
of books during the dedication ceremony.

Mrs. Dyck (yearbook advisor)  
and Abbe (yearbook editor) 

smile thankfully, knowing that 
their work is done ...  

that is, until next August  
when it starts all over again.

Spring Music Concert
by Raquel, senior

As our music program comes to a close this year, our 
concert was an appropriate finish. Students from 

the 4th grade to the seniors were in attendance. The gym 
was full of proud parents anxious to hear the product of 
their children’s hard work.

The music-filled evening began with two dramatic 
handbell performances with an unexpected entrance 
by Dominic with a torch. The torch helped segue into 
“Chariots of Fire.”

The next area of music consisted of junior highers 
and elementary students. The elementary students were 
involved in the junior orchestra (also known as the all- 
school orchestra) which played two beautiful pieces. The 
junior high choir sang a message in song, “I Am Not 
Afraid,” followed by the junior high choral group who 
sang a challenge to “Shout with Delight” to the Lord. 

The junior presentation was followed by the junior 
high awards. All orchestra members received a pin and 
the choir received participation certificates. 

After the junior high had completed their joyful 
noise, the senior high prepared to wow the parents and 

teachers in attendance. The choir sang an acapella piece, 
“Deep Waters,” followed by the choral group singing 
“Secure,” the ODACS piece, for the last time. Patriot 
singers struggled through “His Robes for Mine” (due 
to the fact that there were very few rehearsals). The se-
nior high orchestra received medals and the choir also 
received certificates.

“That was the last time I will ever wear my ODACS 
dress, and I won’t miss it! Especially since I spilled Sprite 
on it!” said Andria. 

“That was a fun last memory of performing my se-
nior year,” said Crystabel.

“
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National Aquarium, etc.
by Camille, freshman

“The best part about our field trip was the bus ride 
there,” is the phrase sometimes heard after a class field 
trip. That was almost the case with the recent 9th grade 
field trip to the National Aquarium in Washington, 
D.C. 

The field trip began as they always do, with the 
class gathered in Mr. Niggl’s homeroom along with 
Mrs. Mitchell and Mrs. Gullotta, who were chaperones. 
None of the freshmen had ever been to the National 
Aquarium, and they were excited to see the exhibits.

They reached the National Aquarium at 9:45, en-
tered through the metal detectors and proceeded into 
the aquarium; however, by 10:30, they had seen the en-

tire display . . . TWICE! Now, they had three and a half 
hours to kill before the bus returned.

What do you do with a group of bored and highly 
energized freshmen? 

“I thought this trip was going to be a disaster when I 
saw the size of the exhibit,” said Mr. Niggl. “Everything 
was nicely done, but was much, much smaller than we 
had anticipated.” 

A quick-thinking Mr. Niggl decided to “wing it.” 
After making some phone calls, he shuffled them down 
to the Post Office Pavilion, which was only a few blocks 
away. There, they rode to the top of the tall, clock bell 
tower where they had a spectacular view of the city and 
took a lot of pictures. They ate lunch together at one 
huge table in the food court. From there, they walked a 
few more blocks down to the Washington Monument, 
made pyramids in the grass, and laughed more than ever 
before. 

“Two of the students bought ice cream for the entire 
class and the chaperones,” said Mr. Niggl. “I watched as 
they told stories, laughed about fun times over the years 
they had together, and really bonded as a class.” 

“That was the best field trip I have ever gone on! The 
fact that Mr. Niggl let us just act like kids was awesome,” 
said Kyle. 

 “The field trip was really coolio . . . Mr. Niggl let 
us act our age and build pyramids and jump over each 
other on the lawn of the Washington Monument,” said 
Spencer.

The chance to burn off steam was just what both 
Mr. Niggl and the class needed, especially after a gruel-
ing year of physical science together.

“It was the most fun I have ever had on a field trip,” 
said Vanessa. 

Hats off to Mr. Niggl, not only for all he does for his 
class on a daily basis, but for giving them another great 
memory to share together. 

Sometimes, unscheduled fun is the best kind.

Having Fun in Handbells
by Brianna, sophomore

After two intense periods of constant practice each Wednesday in Handbell Choir, the group finally made it to 
Nationals this year. Of course, the class never would have made it there without Mrs. Kester. 
The best part of handbells this year was “definitely the nationals trip” according to Hannah, sophomore. “Nation-

als – I don’t even know what to say – we had so much fun. Mrs. Kester still loves us even when we were late for our 
perfomance.”

Sadly, the Handbell Choir has to say farewell to Mrs. Kester as they will be taught by Mr. Probus next year. The 
group is reluctant to lose Mrs. Kester, but is also enthusiastic and ready for the year to come. 

“I think that we’re going to learn a lot with Mr. Probus, “ said Angelika, sophomore. 
The Handbell Choir plans on improving on some issues. 
“Sometimes we talk way too much before starting a song,” said Jennifer, freshman. 
With a new year ahead, the Handbell Choir plans on getting even better than before.

Thank you to Mrs. Kester for all of her hard work  
this year with the handbell group.

Student Council Elections
 by Meghan, senior

Monday, May 10, 2010, was a day much in 
anticipation for the FBTA students running 

for student council. This was a day they had been 
waiting for for two weeks. 

However, on the Friday before voting day, 
Monday, May 10, each opposing competitor made 
a speech before the student body as to what they 
would do if elected into office. Each candidate 
stayed away from the typical promises after some 
previous presidents failed to go through with their 
word.

“They did a good job. I could tell they worked 
hard,” said Jocelyn, senior.

Finally Monday morning brought the day of 
voting. Each homeroom class carried their votes to 
the academy office to be tallied and by fourth pe-
riod, the results were in, and Mr. Kidd came over 
the intercom to announce the winners.

“I was pretty nervous, but I knew I had done 
my best,” said David, sophomore, running for the 
office of treasurer.

Mr. Kidd’s voice stopped all the noise in every 
room around the school, everyone waiting to hear 
who won.

“For the office of secretary: Michelle. For the 
office of treasurer: David. For the office of vice 
president: Jenny. And for the office of president: 
Cameron,” announced Mr. Kidd.

Congratulations, everyone, for all your hard 
work! 

Redeem the Time
by Zachary, junior  

With the arrival of the end of school, a great demand upon our time will cease and we will find ourselves with 
much spare time. Ephesians 5:16 states: “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” Wisely administering 

one’s time will, therefore, be an immense challenge. 
One of the ways to maximize upon this summer will be to spend more time with the Lord. It will be very enticing 

to fall behind in one’s spiritual life as the school standards are no longer being enforced. Use some of your extra time 
to read, study, and memorize the Word of God, as well as to pray. 

Another thing to do this summer is to keep up your academics. Read a good book; take time to visit some of the 
historical sites in this area; and try to find creative ways to apply the things you learned in school this year. For instance, 
incorporating interesting, vivid vocabulary into your daily conversation is an easy way to do this. 

Psalm 90:12 says: “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” Life is short and 
Christ’s return is imminent; therefore, do not waste your opportunities this summer. 

Spring
by Banna, junior

Spring brings joy no one can describe,
Producing earthy and colorful vibes.
Relaxing and lounging is what it’s made for,
Imagining, daydreaming, envisioning, galore.
Nothing can stop the best time of the year,
Get up and go out while spring is still here.
*Because spring is the best time of the year!*
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The Second Attempt  
for Orchestra
by Oliver, senior

After a fluke in scheduling caused an abortive trip 
to the Kennedy Center, the Senior High Orches-

tra finally got their field trip on Thursday, May 6. Their 
patience was rewarded with an excursion to the “Presi-
dent’s Own” Marine Chamber Orchestra.

The Marine Chamber Orchestra is similar in con-
stituency to the Senior High Orchestra with a large per-
centage of brass and woodwinds in addition to strings.

“It was nice being able to see another chamber or-
chestra as something we can base our own music pro-
gram on,” said Mr. Corderio, Senior High Orchestra 
conductor.

“I loved the music,” said Melissa, senior saxophone 
player. 

Sergeant Preston Mitchell accompanied the group 
and also provided a tour of the establishment.  The 
“President’s Own” Marine groups provide the President 
with any kind of live music on demand. 

“The conductor [of the Marine Orchestra] was also 
really nice,” said Sina, sophomore flute player.

Overall, the field trip was a huge success with the 
students.

“It was cool!” said Kyle, freshman trumpet player.

Last Game of the Year!
by Taylor, junior

Come on out and support your varsity guys’ soccer 
(futbol) team as they take on the Alumni. 
“Last year’s Alumni game didn’t go so well. We 

didn’t practice and we didn’t really play like a team,” said 
fullback Robert “Bulby” , junior.

The varsity futbol team looks to upset the Alumni 
while having fun in the process. 

“I’m still planning on the Alumni winning this year. 
I think it’ll be a tough game, though,” said Coach Pro-
bus. 

Although Coach Probus believes the alumni will 
win, the varsity guys will still try their best. And in the 
end win or lose, as long as they praise God, it doesn’t 
matter what the outcome is. Come on out and show 
your support on June 4!

Senior Trip 
by Nate, sophomore

The entire senior class left this week for their senior 
trip at the Wilds Christian Camp in the hills of 

North Carolina. The seniors will take part in many sem-
inars, sit under good preaching and . . . go white water 
rafting! 

The Sophomore Caesar
by Catherine, sophomore

Caesar, my lord?” said Joshua, sophomore.  
 “Forget not in your speed, Antonius, to touch Cal-

purnia; for our elders say the barren, touched in this holy 
chase, shake off their sterile curse,” Nathaniel, sophomore, 
replied in the deepest most commanding voice he could 
muster.

“I shall remember. When Caesar says ‘Do this,’ it is 
performed,” Joshua said sarcastically.

This was the scene last week in Miss Dyck’s 10th grade 
English class as the sophomores recreated the Globe The-
ater (albeit on a smaller scale) and acted out Act I, scene 
ii, of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. Some might say that if 
Shakespeare knew what the sophomore class was doing 
with his work, he would be rolling in his grave, but with 
careful instruction from Miss Dyck the 10th graders are 
improving.

Some have expressed their displeasure over Miss Dyck’s 
frequent observations, but Carrie said otherwise.

“I think it’s [Miss Dyck’s commentary] really helpful 
because sometimes, especially after the really long speeches, 
I have no idea what’s going on and Miss Dyck explains 
what’s going on in words I can understand,” she said.

The largest parts were played by David (Cassius), 
Dominic (Marcus Brutus), Nate (Mark Antony), and last, 
but not least, Nathaniel (Julius Caesar). The other con-
spirators were filled in by not-so-eager volunteers, and the 
minor parts, such as servants and tribunes were cast as they 
went. 

“It’s challenging,” David said of his large, key role in 
the play. “But I really love my character. He’s really decep-
tive and manipulative.”

Tibbs replied simply to the same question. “I’m 
ecstatic!”

Everyone has different views on their parts, espe-
cially the large roles.

“It’s nice not having a really big part,” said Carrie 
who played Marullus in the opening scene, “because 
then you don’t have to worry about impressing Miss 
Dyck with your articulation and accent.”

“I think it’s a lot of fun being involved rather than 
just sitting and watching,” David said, “and I’m look-
ing forward to stabbing Nathaniel,” he added with a 
contented smile.

In conjunction, when asked about his views on 
being stabbed 33 times by his fellow classmates, Na-
thaniel just slowly shook his head and said, “Who 
would enjoy that? I’m not looking forward to that 
at all.” 

Whether it’s stabbing, being stabbed, reading 
long soliloquies with gusto or simply just watching 
and trying to keep up with Miss Dyck’s commentary, 
the 10th graders are deeply involved in Julius Caesar, 
and are looking forward to finishing it (with their 
dignity intact, Lord willing).

“

Brutus, played by Dominic, dies, while Antony, Octavius, and army  
read him a moving tribute during the last scene of the play.

ODACS Track and Field

Spring Cleaning
by Sina, sophomore 

Spring is halfway done, and summer is approaching 
rapidly. Have you done your spring cleaning yet? 
No, not the typical “clean your house and room 

from top to bottom, leaving no spot unturned” clean-
ing. Even though some may need that type of cleaning, 
some people have to start cleaning lockers, book bags, I 
pods, computers, and hearts.  We, as Christians,  need to 
make sure our lives are always clean before the Lord so 
He is able to use our lives.  We are to “purify . . .  hearts” 
(James 4:8). 

So while the end of this school year approaches 
(with less than seven school days left!), be sure that your 
spring cleaning deals with more than just appearances. 
De-clutter your life from the ungodly, fill your life with 
the godly, and be sure to keep it that way.  

When Raquel was asked if white water rafting scares 
her, she responded, “Yes and no. I know it’s going to be 
thrilling, but I hope I don’t break a finger, because I have 
a recital the following week.” 

This trip will be an exciting last adventure for the 
class of 2010 before they march down the aisle to receive 
their high school diplomas. Bon voyage!

FBTA scored first or second in 11 categories, first in six categories, placed first and second in three categories,  
and third in 10 categories, scoring 226 points, with 71 points separating them from the second-place school. 
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FBTA 2010 Walk-a-thon
by Josh, sophomore

Every year the junior/senior high school students of 
FBTA, excluding the seniors, go on a five-mile walk 

around the school. The purpose of this walk-a-thon is 
for each class to raise money for his or her senior trip.

“I look at the walk-a-thon as a way to get out of 
class,” said Carrie, sophomore, when asked about her 
favorite part of the walk-a-thon. 

A favorite activity among the students of FBTA was 
the games after the walk-a-thon. 

“This year, there was a relay race with a twist and the 
popular duct tape game that everyone enjoyed last year,” 
said David, student body president of FBTA.

Thank you FBTA students for getting sponsored for 
another successful walk-a-thon! Marie, Madison, and Camille pause during the Walk-a-Thon for an 

exercise break (or is it just for a photo op?)
Rebecca gives 100% as she runs 

instead of walks, around the parking lot.

1st Grade Mother’s Day Breakfast
The 1st graders held their first (hopefully, annual) Mother’s Day breakfast on Wednesday, May 5. The entire class 

invited their mothers to a special time of food, a short presentation, and a chance to spend some quality time with 
their mothers. The students spent several days preparing the classroom, from decorations on the walls, to centerpieces 
on the tables. The moms enjoyed every minute of it, as well as having a few minutes to just sit and relax. 

Summer Survey
by Taylor, junior

 “I’m going to work at Safeway and I’m going to 
study calculus and mow lawns for money!” said Robert, 
junior.

“I’m probably going to Florida and Boston. And I’m 
going to the Wilds. And . . . SLEEP! AND EAT ALOT OF 
ICE-CREAM! hehe,” said Jacklyn, sophmore.

“Working, going to Mario’s house . . . and yeah 
that’s pretty much about it,” said Arsh, sophmore.

“Going to go to a waterpark!” said John, 2nd grade.
“Going to North Carolina to see my grandparents, 

and I’m going to saw wood,” said Logan, 2nd grade.
“My sisters are going to summer camp and I don’t 

know if I’m going with them,” said Priscilla, 1st grade.
“If I’m doing good in school, I get to go to Chuckie 

Cheese and some day I’m going to move to a different 
house,” said Kathie, 3rd grade.

“Before summer I’m going to Canada for my great-
grandma’s 100th birthday party. We are going to the 
mountains and going to a castle,” said Dyck, 3rd grade.

 “Going to the beach, working, getting ready for 
college . . . and chilling with my boy Taylor!” said Jer-
emiah, senior.

“Relax, read books, go swimming, get ready for 
next year, and spending time with Mr. Hardy,” said Mrs. 
Hardy, 5th grade teacher.

The boys compete vigorously during their indoor soccer game. They have enjoyed the 
lighter spirit, as well as the variety that the spring sports program offers this year, which 

has included indoor soccer, foosball, volleyball, and the Patriot Pride cheering team. 

The kindergarten class watches closely  
as their butterflies break out of their cocoons. 

Photo Ops

“Some Final Acts of School”
by Gretchen, junior

As the year comes to a close, many classes are embarking on some exciting field 
trips. From the end of April until the end of the school year, 10 field trips will 

have taken place! From kindergarten to the 6th grade, every class will have gone to 
some exciting place.

So far most of the elementary have already gone on their field trips. The 5th 
grade went to the Museum of Natural History. 

“It was a great experience to see the lives of people from the past,” said Michael. 
“I liked seeing the Hope Diamond!” said Mariah in a carefree way.
Next went the 4th through 6th grade to the Kennedy Center of Performing 

Arts. 
“It was fun! It was a great adventure! It was big!” the 4th graders exclaimed.
On April 28, the Manassas Battlefield Park enlightened the 6th grade. “It was 

really graphic, and it showed you how harsh war can be,” Annie commented seri-
ously.

On a lighter note the 1st and 3rd grade eagerly visited the zoo on April 30. “I 
liked the pandas, and I liked the prairie dogs, and I saw the elephants, and the owls 
. . . and that’s all!” said Caleb in the 1st grade.

Most recently on May 7, the 4th and 5th grade spent their day at the Air and 
Space Museum. The kindergarteners are taking their field trip to Best Buns Bakery 
on Friday, May 21. The 2nd grade has yet to plan their final field trip because all of 
their plans keep getting dashed. No news from them yet, but it has been an exciting 
couple of months for all of the elementary grades.    
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Spirit Week 
by Andria, senior

Spirit week has finally arrived, so let the madness  
begin. 
The opportunity to let out spring fever and seniori-

tis has been disguised in a cleverly-timed spirit week. Ev-
ery student’s temptation to slump into summer mode is 
halted by the temporary focus on things like picking out 
which fedora to wear to fourth period. 

“I was most excited about the Fashion Disaster day! 
I had the whole outfit picked out ahead of time,” said 
Hannah, 8th grade representative.

The days which encompassed May 10th through 
14th were the following:

Monday:  Decade Day/Nerd Day
Tuesday: Fashion Disaster Day
Wednesday: Multiplicity Day
Thursday: Little Kid Day (Jr./Sr. High)
                  Grandparent Day (Elementary)
Friday: Spirit Day
What day was Melissa looking forward to the most? 

“Multiplicity Day,” she emphasized each syllable, “I can-
not wait!” 

On Monday, students from 4th grade  
and 1st grade show off their nerdy side. 

The Patriot Press is a student-run newspaper of  
Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy

6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax Station, VA 22039 
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Senior Poem
by Banna, junior

As the years roll on by, brand new seniors roll in

With their eager, bright minds, and their cheerful wide grins.

The new year is open, accepting and bright,

And the seniors stay dedicated each day and each night.

But the seniors this year brought on all the best trends, 

They were artists, and athletes, and scholars and friends. 

They were a motley and various bunch, 

Sharing their friendship and sharing their lunch.

From ODACS awards to long walkathons,

They did it together, with brains and with brawn. 

They stuck through the hardships with love and with prayer,

Supporting each other to show that they care.

With President Bastawrous leading the way,

Senior year was a blast every part of each day.

From Physiology to Calc to Writers’ Lab,

Each class kept each day from getting too drab.

But after all the hard work, the year’s come to an end,

With exciting new prospects around every bend.

So sayonara, au revoir, auf wierdersehen,

You will be greatly missed Class of 2010!

Andrew and Mrs. Darby help to 
organize games for the  

Elementary during Spirit Week. 

David, Raquel, and Andria  
announce the winners of each day’s class spirit competition.

The Senior class decorated the school entry way with post-it notes of 
all colors, spelling out the year 2010. They also lined the floor and 

part of the hallway with extra copies of the Human Events  
Newspaper from Mr. Fender’s class. The post-its continued  

throughout the hallway, and onto the lockers. 

Thank you to everyone that helped on our newspaper this 
year, from each member of the staff to individual guest writers. 
We’ve enjoyed bringing the school news to you, and are already 
looking forward to next year. Have a great summer!

“La Excursión”
by Jackie, junior

El pueblo, these are two words that excited 
the hearts of the Spanish II and III class-

es. El Pueblo is the restaurant where Señora 
Wilson annually takes her Spanish II and III 
classes. 

“The reason we go to El Pueblo is to take 
the students to a Spanish speaking restaurant 
where they can order in Spanish, and to let 
the students do something fun and exciting!” 
Señora Wilson said.

The students appreciate the break from 
a mundane school day to go on a trip to El 
Pueblo. They get to see how much, or how 
little, they have learned throughout the 
school year. Señora Wilson instructs the 
waiters and waitresses to speak only in Span-
ish to the students. When asked a question, 
many of the students have to resort back to 
the famous smile and nod. While ordering, 
the students are only allowed to speak Span-
ish, so many students just point to the menu 
and say, “Por favor.” 

“Going to El Pueblo is fun, and it lets 
me use my Spanish in a practical way,” said 
Jenny Upchurch, junior. 

El Pueblo is not only a nice break for the 
students, but it also provides a good learning 
experience and a practical way to use their 
Spanish.   


