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Calling All Nerds! 
by Andria

Clark Kent. Peter Parker. Steve Urkel. What is the common factor? Each one of these famous men was a nerd. 
What’s the point? They were cool nerds. 
The FBTA yearbook staff attended the VHSL & Jostens Regional Journalism Workshop to receive inspiration 

for the 2009-2010 yearbook. Many members of the staff were able to sit in one of John Cutsinger’s seminars titled 
Yearbook Nerds. Motivated by Cutsinger’s workshop, five members of the yearbook staff shared their thoughts on 
the qualities that make up a yearbook nerd. 

You Know You’re a Yearbook Nerd When…
5. “You study your yearbook more than your textbooks,” said Kim, Sophomore.
4. “You know the exact number of pictures of you in the yearbook,” said Jenny, Junior.
3. “You constantly pose when you see a camera because the picture might show up in the yearbook,” said 

Meghan, Senior.

Learning to Lead
by Oliver

The juniors, seniors, and senior high student council 
attended a one-day leadership conference on Fri-

day, October 9. After having breakfast at McDonalds, 
they arrived at Keystone where they heard messages en-
titled “The Biblical Leader and His Friends.” 

“The preacher effectively related how communi-
cation and friends affect Biblical leadership,” Zachary 
said.

“[The preaching] has better helped me understand 
what a leader should be,” Robert said.

The students from Fairfax were joined by upper-
classmen from Heritage, Keystone, Valley, and Evangel. 

“It was fun meeting with people from other schools,” 
Abbe said. 

In addition to the preaching, everyone took part in 
interactive, small group discussions.

Caleb spoke for all and summed it up when he said, 
“I liked it.”

2. “The yearbook is the one thing you look forward 
to during the summer,” said Caleb, Junior.

1. “You constantly practice your smile in the mirror!” 
said Hannah, Sophomore.

Yearbook nerds do not have to be on yearbook staff. 
Everyone, pull out those old suspenders and be proud of 
that inner nerd! 

Nate proudly wears 
his new Yearbook Nerd 
thumb drive, as the 
staff waits somewhat 
patiently for  
their bus ride.

Caleb and Cameron sketch and discuss their ideas 
for the soccer page, while Hannah and Abbe compare 
notes from the seminar.
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Several Academy students,  
including Nate, Collin, and Timmy, 

hold flags representing  
the missionaries’ countries  

during the opening procession.

Be a Missionary Every Day
by Raquel

From Friday, Oct. 2, through Sunday, Oct. 4, 2009, 
FBT held its annual Fall Missions Conference. 
This year’s keynote speaker was Dr. Don Sisk who 

is the West Coast Baptist College Missions Department 
Director as well as a veteran missionary to Japan. His 
messages were a dynamic encouragement to all those in 
attendance. Although no public decisions were made, 
the altars were full every night with personal decisions 
for Christ. 

The four missionaries highlighted were: the Jacobs 
to Pakistan, the Crawfords to Indonesia, the Bunnels to 
England, and the Bonikowskys to Spain. It was a bless-
ing to be challenged by the great testimonies and visual 
presentations of the missionaries. 

Events from the church are often intertwined with the schedule at 
the Academy, and the missions conference was no exception. Missionar-
ies are often guests in some of the classes, and Bro. Jacobs preached in 
Academy chapel. He reminded the student body that they are all to be 
missionaries every single day of their lives, whether they live at home or 
abroad.
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Oh, No! Five in A Row!
by Oliver

Directions: Because you are such a good student, you 
have already earned three merits. You want another 
merit so that you can apply for a homework pass with 
the Merit Application. Using the clues below, find the 
teacher who has the merit. (Hints: each teacher has only 
one thing in his pocket; Questions 6, 10, and 17 are from 
the preacher’s perspective.)

1. There are five teachers in a row in chapel.
2. Mr. Kidd is wearing a yellow tie.
3. Mr. Fender has a pen in his pocket. 
4. Milk is drunk by the man in the blue tie. 
5. Mr. Probus drinks juice. 
 (No soda for the sports teams!)
6. The man in the blue tie is immediately to the right 

of the man in the purple tie. 
7. The man, who has pictures of all his kids in his 

pocket, eats whatever they packed for his lunch. 
8. The man who eats rice for lunch has on a green       

tie. 
9. Soda is drunk by the man in the middle. 
10. Mr. Niggl is in the first seat, the one farthest to the 

left. 
11. The man who ordered pizza for lunch (Hooray!) sits 

next to the man with glasses in his pocket. 
12. The person who eats rice for lunch sits next to the 

man with keys in his pocket. 
13. The man who made bread for his lunch drinks iced 

tea with it. 
14. Mr. Corderio only wishes he had time for lunch. 
15. Mr. Niggl sits next to the man in the red tie.
16. The man who ordered pizza has a neighbor who 

drinks water.
17. Mr. Kidd is not in the fifth seat from the left.
18. Mr. Probus is not wearing a purple tie.

Be the first to turn in a  
correct solution to win a prize!

Answers must show the status of each teacher.
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We are in the process of rebuilding  
our library of FBTA Newspapers, 

and are missing some issues. 

If you have saved any issues 
from prior to four years ago, 

would you be willing to let us make 
copies of them for our files? 

We would appreciate any help 
tracking down these records  

of our Academy stories. 
Thank you for your help!

Where Are They Now?   Spotlight on T.J. 
by Taylor and Josh

Among the twenty students of the class of 2009, two students are attend-
ing West Coast Baptist College (WCBC). One of those is pursuing a 

double major in pastoral studies and music — our very own T.J.  
“Dr. Chappell [founder and president of WCBC] and Dr. Goetsch 

[Vice president of WCBC] are great preachers, and I’ve had the opportunity 
to preach already,” said T.J. 

He loves being at West Coast and feels thoroughly blessed to be there. 
“I’m surrounded by people who encourage and care for me,” said the 

recent alumnus of FBTA. He is also currently rooming with former FBTA 
student, Josh.

And you guessed it — T.J. is already playing basketball for West Coast. 
Overall, T.J. believes he has grown spiritually and mentally while at-

tending WCBC and is thankful to the Lord for the many opportunities he 
has been given. 

Break Out the Log Books!
by Nate

Science Fair is here again. This year, the 5th, 6th, 8th 
and the 10th grade will be participating in the science 

fair, while the 7th and 9th grades take a welcome break. 
The 8th grade will be doing physical science fair projects 
while the 10th grade will be doing biological science fair 
projects. 

The opening meeting for “science fair season” took 
place on Thursday, September 25. Many were in atten-
dance and among those present were many reluctant 
faces of students who get to do one more science fair 
project. Chin up 10th grade! This may be, believe it or 
not, your last science fair project. 

It is Finished
by Carrie and Catherine

After weeks of rigorous labor and braving the trials of our respective neighborhoods, we have emerged on the other 
side of the Christmas Card Fundraiser. Between the elementary and the high school, we sold over $11,500 worth 

of items — over $5,000 of which goes directly towards improving the school! 
As an incentive to sell more items, rewards such as money, a pizza party, and, above all, Chipotle were presented 

to the students. And so the race for Chipotle — and that other stuff — began.
Coming out on top was 7th grader Veronica, who won $100 in cash. When asked what 

motivated her to sell so much, she replied, “My mom really helped me a lot.”
With only a few items less, John in 2nd grade took second place, winning $75. 
In third place, 3rd grader Sarah and 5th grader Starr came in neck-and-neck for the $50 

reward. 
So, who won the Chipotle? Well, if you’re not in 7th grade, it isn’t you. 

The 7th grade sold the most and secured the much-desired Chipotle lunch 
for their class (and their happy teacher).

The 5th grade dominated the elementary sales and will be celebrating 
with a pizza party next week. Papa John’s on Burke Road generously con-
tributed the five large pizzas for our 5th grade class. Thanks, Papa John’s!

Kudos to all of the winners. We will soon see the fruit of our labors 
evidenced in various improvements in the school. 

Bookworms at the Library
by Haven and Gabby

If a cluttered desk is an 
indication of a cluttered 
mind, what is indicated by 
an empty desk?

— discovered while typing in class, using 
A Beka Book’s 8th Grade Keyboarding Curriculum

pixel people by Crystabel Reiter

The 5th grade class went to Pohick Regional Library on October 15, 2009. 
They all loved getting out of the classroom for a few hours, and agreed that the field trip was a lot of fun! 
“Learning about the library is very useful,” Diana said.
“It was fun to check out books,” Ricky said.
The class went to learn more about the library and to look for books for their science fair projects. They got a tour 

so they could learn where everything was, then a chance to research and look for books.
“It was fun and exciting and I hope I can go to the library again soon,” Mariah said.
“It was a great experience to help us learn more about the science fair,” Michael said.
“The students had a great time finding books for their science fair projects,” said Mrs. Hardy, 5th grade teacher. 

“They thought it was a unique field trip, and that we should definitely do it again!” 

Ben and Alexis 
read through 
their library 
books from the 
field trip.


