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The hurricane  
in review 
Frankenstorm. Superstorm. Sandy.  
It turned off our lights, damaged our 
homes, killed our people —  
and ravaged the eastern shore 
by Rebecca, sophomore 

H urricane Sandy attacked northern Vir-

ginia late Sunday night, Oct. 28, bring-

ing no school for the following Monday and 

Tuesday, and canceling FBT’s International 

Conference on World Evangelism for the 

year.  

“It was nice, but sad. We could have 

learned a lot. Sometimes, it’s just nice to take 

a break, sit still, and know that He is God,” 

said Victoria, freshman.  

“I was preparing my mind for ICWE, but 

I was tired that day so I was glad,” said Dan, 

sophomore.  

“It was kind of boring in the middle be-

cause I couldn’t go outside,” said Caleb, 4th 

grade.  

Thanksgiving 
comes early 
from Canada 
Mrs. Lewis brings  
Canadian Thanksgiving 
to the Academy 
by Jenneth, sophomore 

O n Oct. 8, FBTA students meandered into 

lunch and were knocked back with the 

aroma of turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 

gravy, cooked carrots, and green beans. 

“It took me back to Thanksgiving in South 

Carolina,” said Hunter, sophomore, reflective-

ly. 

Mrs. Lewis stood serving out the delicious

-looking meal, and after hovering about the 

table full of food, students began to realize 

Thanksgiving had come early. 

The reason, of course, was because Mrs. 

Lewis and her family were bringing their cel-

ebration of the Canadian Thanksgiving to the 

academy. This holiday is celebrated the sec-

ond Monday of October every year. 

 “My mom was born and raised in Canada. 

It’s a tradition to celebrate Canadian Thanks-

giving, and since it was on a school day, we 

brought it here,” said Gabby, 8th grade. 

As students added themselves to the al-

ready steadily growing line, people began to 

reveal their formerly unknown Canadian her-

itage. 

“I was married into a Canadian family, 

had two children born in Canada, and lived in 

Canada for two years,” said Mr. Niggl, sci-

ence teacher.  

“I ended up getting about this much of the 

feast,” said Mrs. Niggl, laughing and holding 

her fingers about an inch apart.  

Lunches were immediately abandoned 

after passing through the line of steaming 

turkey, potatoes, and vegetables, since this 

was a meal that simply could not be passed 

up. 

“The corn bread and mashed potatoes 

were the most popular,” Gabby continued. 

“The stuffing was the most popular!” said 

Haven, 8th grade, disagreeing with her friend’s 

statement. 

“I only got a single strip of turkey and a 

slice of bread because that was all that was 

left!” said Dan, sophomore, bitterly remem-

bering his lack of feasting. 

At the end of the lunch period, pumpkin 

pie was handed through the kitchen window, 

warm and ready to eat. 

Many students would agree this was one 

of the best lunch surprises yet. 

Quirky-turkey  
Thanksgiving memories 
Thanksgiving isn’t all about turkey and pilgrims  
to these families 

by Annie, freshman 

W hen most people think of Thanksgiv-

ing, three common words come to 

mind: pilgrims, turkey, and candy corn. But to 

the families of FBTA, Thanksgiving is more 

than the basic pilgrim and Indian dinner.  

“[My favorite Thanksgiving memory is] 

when my mom makes Thanksgiving shaped 

cookies,” said Susannah, sophomore, already 

thinking about the festive finger foods. 

“Eating ham with gravy and stuffing! No, 

wait . . . candy corn!”  said Veronica, fresh-

man, remembering her favorite holiday treat. 

“My family sits down around the table and 

says what we’re thankful for,” said Riley, 7th 

grade. 

 “After my family eats the meal, we go 

outside and do all sorts of fun stuff like play 

football and shoot BB guns!” said Matthew, 7th 

grade. 

“My favorite memory is the ‘before-and-

after’ picture of the Thanksgiving meal we 

took one year. For the ‘after’ picture, we 

stuffed pillows in our shirts and pretended that 

Giving thanks  
for Thanksgiving 
A brief history gives  
a deeper appreciation  
by Victoria, freshman 

T he year was 1620, and the Pilgrims were 

having a rough winter. However, God 

always cares for His children. He sent the 

Wampanoag Indians with five deer and plenty 

of other food items. Chief Massasoit and his 

Thanksgiving: 
Elementary-style 
 

O n Friday, Dec. 16, kindergarten 

through 3rd grade celebrated their an-

nual Thanksgiving Feast, inviting parents, 

grandparents and siblings to share in the 

festivities.  

Mrs. Layden, kindergarten and 1st grade 

teacher, coordinated the event this year, 

which included a Thanksgiving presentation 

with songs and rhymes, as well as plenty of 

food for everyone.  

The students dressed up as Indians and 

Pilgrims, and made many of the table deco-

rations and parts of their own costumes. Mrs. 

Cates also used her talents in helping with 

costumes, and many other parents contribut-

ed time decorating the Fellowship Hall and 

making food for the feast. 

“The students love creating their cos-

tumes and dressing up for the feast,” said 

Mrs. Layden. “Being able to decorate their 

own tepee sheet to hang on the wall was a 

highlight for the 3rd graders.” 

Sandy left behind a soft drizzle of rain on 

Tuesday, leaving water in basements, fallen 

trees, and power outages.  

“My basement kind of flooded. We had to 

take part of our carpet apart . . . and we lost 

power,” said Annie, freshman.  

(Continued on page 2) 

we had passed out,” said Miss Quinlan with a 

chuckle, remembering the hysterical faces of 

her family. 

Whether it’s playing a game of family 

football in your grandparent’s backyard, or 

plucking your Thanksgiving Day turkey, all 

of our memories are special in each little 

way. 

men joined the Pilgrims for a three-day feast 

which started on Dec. 13. 

The first organized Thanksgiving was held 

Oct. 17, 1777. 

In 1789, President George Washington 

was the first president to declare it a holiday. 

To unify the country during the civil war, 

President Lincoln officially made Thanksgiv-

ing a national holiday in his 1863 Thanksgiv-

ing Proclamation. 

Over the next couple of years, many 

changes were made regarding the date of 

Thanksgiving. It was originally decided to be 

on the first Thursday in November, but was 

changed to the last Thursday by President 

Lincoln in his proclamation. Finally, in 1941, 

Congress declared Thanksgiving to be cele-

brated on the fourth Thursday in November 

after several confusing adjustments to our 

national calendar. 

Most Americans have a bed, food, and a 

roof over their heads. They live life better 

than most other people in the world. During 

this Thanksgiving and Christmas season, try 

to realize that all you have really is a wonder-

ful gift from God. 

Mr. Kidd presents the 2nd and 3rd grade class to 
the parents before praying and thanking God for 

the wonderful meal that was prepared for them. 

photos by Mrs. Dyck, Advisor 
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A fallen tree in nearby Burke Lake shows some of the damage  
most of us in northern Virginia received.  

Power outages  
during the hurricane 

none 

57% 

day 

9% 

days+ 

8% 

hours 

16% 

minutes 

10% 

Check out our new facebook account at 
facebook/FairfaxBaptistTempleAcademy 

to see additional Thanksgiving and pep 

rally photos from the Patriot Press. 
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David C 
Annie C 

Camille G 
Collin H 

Sarah Kidd 
Emmie O 

Rebecca P 
Reagan R 
Victoria R 

Kelsi Rae W 
Hannah Z 

I’m thankful for this school, and glad we 

found out about it so we could come here. 

Also, I’m thankful for salvation and holi-

days. —Crystal P 

 

Thank you, Reagan, for being number 17 

in soccer season. —Brian S 

 

Dear Madison, thanks for being a mega 

BFF. You are so kind. —Timmy K 

 

Reagan, thank you for being one of my 

best friends and just having a good time 

hanging out. — Collin  

 

Thanks, Tim, for being my mega BFF! —

Madison M 

 

Thank you, Mrs. Fesdekjian, for teaching 

us and being a good teacher. —Pearl P 

 

Dear Jordan and Madison, you’re the best 

friends I could have ever asked for! You 

guys are soooooo awesome!!! —Sydney T 

 

Dear Mom, thank you for loving me. I love 

you for taking care of me. —Sam K 

 

Dear Sydney and Jordan, thank you for 

being super fun BFFs. I’ve had an awe-

some time this year and can’t wait to have 

more!!! —Madison V 

 

Thanks for being good friends, 5th grade. 

—Haston H 

 

Thank you, Mr. Kidd, for being our ad-

ministrator. We love you, Mr. Kidd. —

Edward G 

 

Dear 5th Grade, thank you for the fun 

memories! I love you all and look forward 

to the rest of our year together! —Mrs. 

Page 

 

Thanksgiving is a fun time when you can 

have fun times and give and you get to eat 

turkey. —Jay 

 

Thank you, Sarah and Julie, for being 

such great friends. Love you lots to my 

BFFs. —Estefania 

 

Dear Stefanie and Julie, thanks for being 

my BFFs. You guys are the best. Love you 

lots. —Sarah H 

 

My friends, I love you guys so much. You 

are so awesome, Sarah and Stefanie. —

Julie 

 

Dear Mom, thank you for loving me so 

much. —Delaney 

 

Thank you for everything, Mom and Dad 

—Holden 

 

Thank you for being awesome teachers 

Mrs. Rodriguez and Mrs. Kidd! —

Connor 

 

Thank you, Mrs. Rodriguez, for teaching 

6th grade and for giving us a fair amount of 

homework. :) —Caleb D 

 

Thank you, Mrs. Rodriguez, for being the 

best teacher ever. —Hart 

 

Thank you for all the things you do for me, 

Mrs. Rodriguez. —John 

 

Mrs. Fesdekjian, thank you for being the 

best teacher in the world. You are a great 

teacher. I love you. —Soriya 

 

Dear Mrs. Fesdekjian, thank you for tak-

ing your time to teach us. You’re the best 

teacher ever! —Priscilla 

 

Dear Mrs. Fesdekjian, thank you for 

teaching me and being the best teacher 

ever. I love all of your spelling, science, 

history, and math games. I know you make 

a big sacrifice! —Julia 

 

Dear Mom, thank you for teaching me 

about God. Thank you also for letting me 

come to a Christian school. I have learned 

about God a lot. Thank you for letting me 

get saved when I was four. —Chloe 

 

Thank you, Mrs. Fesdekjian, for teaching 

me and understanding me. I love being in 

your class. —Alyssa  

 

Thank you, Mom and Dad, for caring for 

me. —Caleb P 

 

Dear Mom and Dad, thanks for letting me 

get almost every single thing I wanted. —

Andrew C 

 

Thank you, Mrs. Fesdekjian, for taking 

your time to teach us. You are a wonderful 

piano and school teacher. —Emma Z 

 

Dear Mom, thank you for being the best 

mom in the world. —Nata 

 

I’d like to thank my God for all the amaz-

ing opportunities He’s provided. —Victoria 

 

I would like to thank the Lord for giving 

me such a wise and Godly wife. Next to 

my salvation in Christ, she is the best thing 

in my life. I love you! Prov. 31: 10-31 —

Mr. Niggl 

 

Thank you, Mom and Dad, for everything 

you have done for me. —Riley 

 

Dad, thanks for everything! I love you. —

Sarah 

 

Victoria, thanks for always brightening my 

day, and thanks to my Mom for all she’s 

done. —Annie 

 

Thank you, Mr. Niggl, for always being 

there to help me when I need it. I am pray-

ing for you, Jason. You’re a great friend. 

Thank you for all you do for me, Gabby. 

Thank you to all of those that have helped 

me in the past that will help me in the fu-

ture. God bless you. Always remember 

John 14:18 and John 15:13-14. And be like 

Josiah in 2 Kings 23:25. —Bryan P 

 

I just want to say thanks to God for giving 

me Jesus, my family, and friends. I love 

you guys! — Rebecca 

 

Katelyn, Thank you so much for always 

being there for me. You’re an awesome 

friend. Love ya always —Christy 

 

Thanks to all the teachers who spend so 

much time helping us. —Katelyn 

 

Thank you, Mrs. Fesdekjian, for taking the 

time to teach us. Thank you for letting us 

play the math, history, science, and spelling 

games. You are one of the best teachers 

ever. —Ashley 

 

A mi amiga, Annie. Gracias por ser una 

compañero increíble. Eres a mejor amiga 

que tengo, y no quiero que eso cambie. 

(Good luck with that, amiga!) To Rebecca, 

thanks for being there for me when things 

get tough/dramatic/everything else that 

could possibly go wrong. Crystal, thanks 

for being my Spock friend: always logical, 

always thinking. Hope, thanks, “mannerism

-buddy” and Costa Rican amiga (Más y 

más…) Gracias, guy friends, Dan (even 

though you steal my books for your own 

irrational joy), Nathan, always interesting 

and unpredictable, and David, my SSB 

Brawl partner. I thank God I was able to 

find a gang of friends like all eight of you. 

Also, thank you, Bro. Gary and Miss Ali-

sha for being amazing youth leaders. You 

are one of the best things that have ever 

happened to our school and church. —

Jenneth 

 

Thanks, Miss Roeske! You’re a gr8 teacher! 

—Egla 

 

Thank you, Ricky, for being a motivator. —

Jessica K 

 

Thank you, Carlie, for being a friend. —

Amelia 

 

I want to thank Haven and Diana for being 

my best friends! They are the best people I 

have ever met! —Gabby L 

 

I want to thank Gabby L and Diana M and 

Jessica K for being the best friends ever. 

Thanks, guys! —Haven Z 

 

Thank you, teachers, for being our teachers. 

—Bay T 

 

Than you to my parents for letting me play 

sports and for coming to my games. —Ethan 

 

Than you, parents, for keeping us healthy 

and Godly. —Matthew C 

 

Thanx, Carlie, for being my friend. 

 

Thank you, parents, teachers, friends, and 

journalism staff. —Enoch 

 

Thank you, teachers, for teaching us. —

Akash 

by Hannah, junior 

O n Nov. 6, thousands of voters across the 

country flocked to the polls to cast their 

ballots. Barack Obama, who defeated chal-

lenger Mitt Romney, was re-elected. The final 

electoral college count was 332-206. 

Some elections were for various congress-

men or senators, others were decisions for 

local policies, and the most important election 

was for the office of the President of the Unit-

ed States of America. 

For that office to be attained, the winner 

needed to win a majority in the electoral col-

lege (at least 270 votes). When American 

citizens go to the polls to vote, they are not 

voting directly for the candidate. Rather, they 

vote for electors to represent their districts in 

the electoral college. This is called the popular 

vote.  

In more cases than not, the Presidential 

candidate that was elected won both of these 

elections. 

In most states, the popularity vote was a 

difference of no more than 3-4% between 

these candidates. The nation was nearly even-

ly divided on many pivotal issues. 

 “We may disagree with an official, but 

that does not negate our responsibility to hon-

or him,” said Pastor Calvert in chapel Nov. 7. 

“We are to submit to our leaders, unless they 

lead us contrary to Biblical principles, be-

cause this is pleasing to the Lord.” 

“I reminded myself that God is the one 

who allows a leader to be placed in power, 

and that my hope and trust should ultimately 

be in God,” wrote Mrs. Pigott, who teaches 

government to the junior class. 

We can only pray for our leaders and put 

our trust in the Lord. As in any election, we as 

Christians must stand up to preserve our 

Christian beliefs, values, and our freedoms 

that so many men and women have died de-

fending. 

A nation divided  
during elections 
Christians are encouraged  
to pray for their leaders 

Students give thanks 

Power outages ranged from nearly no loss 

to losses lasting for a couple of days. 

“None! The lights flickered,” said Veroni-

ca, freshman.  

“The power was out for 15 hours, but we 

had a gas fireplace and stove, so it was nice 

and cozy,” said Mr. Fender, high school prin-

cipal.  

“Three days [of no power]. Along with it 

being freezing cold, I tried to sleep with three 

sweatshirts by the fireplace. I was sort of ex-

cited about the no school, but it was really 

boring because there was no power,” said 

Keila, junior.  

In states with severe power outages, flood-

ing, and damage, people often connected with 

the outside world through Twitter and Insta-

gram on their phones. Instagram CEO Kevin 

Systrom claimed that 10 pictures of the storm 

were being uploaded every second during the 

hurricane. Sandy will probably break the rec-

ord for being the most shared natural disaster 

in the social media.  

After hitting northern Virginia, the super-

storm continued up the coast striking the New 

Jersey-New York area which received the 

most damage.  

Sandy is one of the greatest storms the 

eastern coast has seen. Nearly 8 million peo-

ple lost power. Over 120 people died, with 

over half of the deaths in the US being in 

New York City.  

The subways in New York were closed 

for many days. In many states, the severe 

flooding in the streets caused people to use 

boats to get to their homes.  An early snow 

fall covered the Virginia region right after 

Sandy.  

In the aftermath of superstorm Sandy, 

FBT took up an offering in a Sunday service 

to help the churches that were directly affect-

ed, particularly in the Bronx, Brooklyn, and 

Hoboken.  We, as students, can pray for those 

who were directly affected; donate money, 

clothes, and basic necessities to charity or-

ganizations; and volunteer to help restore 

badly damaged areas.    

The hurricane in review 
continued from page 1 
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