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Pastor Kenny Baldwin starts  
a spiritual fire at FBTA 
Teen revival stirs the hearts of the teens in school 

by Annie, freshman 

F BTeen’s fall revival started out with a 

bang on Aug. 27 and continued for three 

days. Pastor Kenny Baldwin of Crossroads 

Baptist Church was the guest speaker, and he 

brought a spiritual fire into the hearts of all 

who attended.  

Before each service at 6:30 p.m., those 

who braved the traffic were filled physically 

with nachos, pizza, ice cream, and cookies. 

 Once stuffed with the goodies, the teens 

made their way to the fellowship hall for a 

few rounds of Make it or Break it, courtesy of 

Bro. Gary Boyd, FBT youth director. The 

teens watched a video of an amateur skate-

boarder or snow boarder attempting a feat; 

then Bro. Gary would pause the screen just 

before the daredevil “made it” or “broke it.” 

Two volunteers would determine the out-

come.  

 “It was really funny to see people fail epi-

cally,” recalls Victoria, freshman, with a 

smile. 

 Once being thoroughly “funned up,” Pas-

tor Baldwin began his message. Many were 

splitting their sides in laughter at some of his 

extreme illustrations, but, more importantly, 

large numbers of the teen congregation were 

impacted by the powerful messages that he 

preached.  

“He has such an energy and a heart for 

teenagers that impacts us along with his very 

practical messages,”  said Hannah, junior, as 

she remembers the awe-inspiring preaching. 

“I most liked how passionate and sincere 

he was about everything he said,” said Crystal, 

sophomore.  

Besides having an amazingly good time, 

everyone present was under one of the greatest 

preachers of our day and age. 
Pastor Baldwin preaches up a storm  

on the first night of teen revival. 
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This year will soon be past 
What will you do for God this school year? 

by Kyle, senior 

P roverbs 16:3 – “Commit thy works unto 

the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be estab-

lished.” 

If you thought summer flew by, just imag-

ine how this year is going to feel. You look 

back after a long week and still wonder what 

happened yesterday. Yes, the school year will 

go by almost too fast, but what will you do 

with that fleeting time? How will you use it 

for God? 

We started the year out wonderfully with 

the teen revival. Did you make a decision, and 

will you keep it? Have you asked God what 

He would have you to do this year? 

Have you told God that you will do what-

ever He wants you to do? If you are in God’s 

will and you are following Him, you will nev-

er regret it. Anything that God substitutes 

other than what you desire is best. Though 

you might stand alone, God is always with 

you. He has promised that He will never leave 

you.  

We all are going to encounter trials and 

difficulties this year. It is going to happen; no 

way around it. But how will you handle those 

difficult times? Will you rely on God and ask 

Him for help? Or will you rely on self? 

If you want a good year, God needs to be 

at the forefront. But you need to make a 

choice to put Him in the forefront. A choice 

made by emotion to put God first is nothing 

until it is put into action. Make every day 

count for eternity. When we stand before 

God, we will be held accountable for our 

time. Let us use it wisely and for His glory. 

If you do not choose to put Him in the 

front now, when will you? Remember, you 

are the window through which the world sees 

God. 
Every Wednesday and Friday morning, the teen guys gather to pray around the 
school flag pole before the day begins. They pray to remind each other that they 

need God, and to rely on Him constantly throughout the day. 
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Rare sight-
ing seen in 
the heavens 
This celestial phenom-
enon is only seen once 
in a blue moon 
by Jenneth, sophomore 

 

D id people really see a “blue moon” in 

the sky Aug. 31? The answer is yes, 

but the moon wasn’t really blue in color. 

Sixteen students at FBTA were sur-

veyed randomly through the halls, but only 

two of them (Susannah, sophomore, and 

Nathan, freshman) actually gave a correct 

definition of a blue moon. 

“I don’t know. I haven’t even heard of 

one,” said Hope, freshman. 

“You mean in like the Smurfs?” asked 

Jessica, 7th grade. 

“Isn’t that some sort of robot?” guessed 

Hannah, junior. 

A blue moon is the second full moon in 

one month. The first full moon in August 

was on Aug. 1, and the last one—the “blue” 

one—on Aug. 31. A blue moon like this 

comes around about every 2-3 years. 

“That’s where the saying ‘once in a 

blue moon’ came from,” said Susannah. 

It is possible to have two blue moons 

in the same year, but it is extremely rare. 

This event last happened in 1999 when the 

first one appeared in January and the sec-

ond one in March. 

Others argue that a blue moon can also 

refer to being the third full moon of four in 

one season. 

So, unlike many people may believe, a 

blue moon really isn’t blue at all, but rare 

all the same. The next blue moon like the 

one in August isn’t expected until July 

2015. 

The meaning of the saying “once in a blue moon” 
comes to light after August’s sighting in the sky.  

Southern charm 
returns from  
retirement 
Mrs. Groover has  
rejoined FBTA faculty 
by Hannah, junior 

R ejoining FBTA staff this year, Mrs. 

Groover has eagerly returned to take the 

position of teaching 11th and 12th grade Eng-

lish.  

Having over 30 years of teaching experi-

ence and having taught in five different states 

and two countries, Mrs. Groover is one of the 

most accomplished faculty members of 

FBTA.   

“At FBTA, I have found a sense of be-

longing that I never experienced at any of the 

other places I have taught. The Lord has rich-

ly blessed my life through this school, the 

leadership we are privileged to have here, my 

colleagues, and through the students and their 

families,” said Mrs. Groover, who labeled her 

previous years at FBTA as “rewarding.”   

 One can truly tell that Mrs. Groover’s 

heart is fully immersed in educating the stu-

dents of FBTA and has a genuine love and 

care for them and their spiritual wellbeing. 

 “I consider teaching to be my ministry — 

my calling from God, and I approach teaching 

with a mother's appreciation of the blessings 

that each student under my care brings,” she 

said.  

 “I had her in the past and she hasn’t 

changed much. She is still the sweet, Godly 

teacher we had when we were in 7th  grade,” 

said Camille, senior. 

Outside of school, Mrs. Groover has three 

children and three grandchildren, another one 

in glory, and one on the way. She also enjoys 

reading, traveling, watching classic movies, 

sewing and loves keeping up with some of her 

former students through Facebook and other 

means.  

It is a joy to have Mrs. Groover back with 

us, and the students are taking advantage of all 

the knowledge she has to offer.  

Mrs. Groover diligently  
teaches the junior class.  
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FBT welcomes  
Bro. and Mrs. Boyd 

New youth director transitions seamlessly  
by Kelsi Rae, junior 

O n May 15, Bro. and Mrs. Boyd rolled 

into Fairfax, VA, after moving from 

Florida. Bro. Boyd grew up in Lucas, TX, and 

Mrs. Boyd grew up in Stillwater, OK. They 

met at Heartland Baptist Bible College in Ok-

lahoma City. 

After college, Bro. Boyd moved to Florida 

to be the Youth Pastor at Highlands Baptist 

Church where he and Mrs. Boyd served for 

two years. The FBTeens are so thankful to 

have them here. 

Bro. Boyd has been planning some new 

activities for the youth group. He has also 

launched a brand new website for the 

FBTeens.  

“It will be good for the teens to have a 

place to get information about the youth 

group,” said Bro. Boyd. 

“I like their willingness to help our teens,” 

said Susannah, sophomore.  

“[The Boyds are] very down-to-earth and 

understand the minds of teens very well,” said 

Hope, freshman.   

“[I like] their technological abilities,” said 

Hannah, junior. 

“I would say getting to know the teens has 

been our most favorite part of being at FBT,” 

said Bro. Boyd. 

It also has been the privilege of our teens 

to get to know Bro. and Mrs. Boyd, and the 

FBTeens are thankful to have them here. 

“There’s always some apprehension when 

someone new takes over the responsibility to 

work with teenagers,” said Mrs. Dyck, parent 

and staff member. “But it’s been a very 

smooth transition, and I am encouraged that 

the Boyds will provide the spiritual leadership 

that our teens need to develop a closer walk 

with the Lord.” The Boyds came out to watch and support 
our JV and Varsity Volleyball teams. 
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Students 
venture 
out on  
visitation 
Teenagers go door to 
door to hand out the 
gospel 
by David, freshman 

O nce the bell rings to signal the end 

of school on Wednesday, most 

teens change into casual clothes and 

head to the Fellowship Hall for visita-

tion. Later, there is the usual claiming 

of seats on the bus, getting into groups 

of two or three, and eating out at 

McDonald’s. 

 What actually happens on visita-

tion? Bro. Boyd puts students into 

groups of two or three and drives them 

to a local community where they knock 

on doors and hand out the gospel. 

“What I like about visitation is that 

we get to do stuff that counts for eterni-

ty while having fun with our friends,” 

said Annie, freshman. 

“[I like] having the opportunity to 

spread the gospel,” said Hope, fresh-

man. 

“I like it when people are looking 

for a church, and they get excited about 

learning more about our church,” said 

Bro. Boyd, youth director. 

So what about you? Do you partici-

pate in teen visitation? Come and find 

out what visitation is all about: having 

fun and serving the Lord. 

The souls that are won are laid up 

treasures in heaven. 

Victoria, Kristina, Cheyenne and Annie, fresh-
men, enjoyed a light moment at McDonald’s  

after going on door-to-door visitation. 
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A new start brings new understanding 
New students experience FBTA classes, teachers, and students 
by Rebecca, sophomore, and Crystal, sophomore 

T he end of August brings the start of 

school and 11 new students to FBTA. For 

new students joining FBTA, this year is a dif-

ferent experience.  

What first impression did FBTA give to 

them?  

“[It was] great!” said Brandon, 3rd grade, 

on his first few weeks. 

“I thought it was very nice,” said Pearl, 4th 

grade.  

Diego, 4th grade, also has a good impres-

sion of the school.  

It’s “not that strict,” he said. He also enjoys 

the games he gets to play in class. 

“Wow, everyone’s so friendly,” said Crys-

tal, sophomore, about her first impression of 

the school. “It’s so organized and the people 

are well disciplined. I like the rules — I mean 

they make sense and actually help.”  

 “A little bit scared. I’ve gotten used to it,” 

said Randy, 7th grade. 

 “[My favorite classes are] science and 

history. We get to highlight in our books. And 

in arithmetic we learn about money so we can 

shop. The teacher tries to make [the classes] 

fun, and we learn interesting stuff,” comments 

Pearl.  

For Caleb, 6th grade, the classes are not 

what he is used to, but that’s not a bad thing.  

“The classes are fun, first of all, because 

there are plenty of game reviews. There’s a 

good balance of playing a game while review-

ing and reviewing without playing,” he said.   

Caleb likes playing soccer and dodge ball; 

he also enjoys “just making things and seeing 

how they turn out.” 

“Everything’s been fine so far,” said Josh, 

8th grade, summing up the beginning of 

school. His favorite classes include P.E., sci-

ence, and Computer Apps I.  

Missing Miss Dyck 
Both Miss Dyck and former students deal with 
the “culture shock” of life adjustments 

by Emmie, senior 

W hile many 11th and 12th grade students 

are still adjusting to school life without 

their English teacher Miss Dyck, the Patriot 

Press got the chance to catch up with her and 

learn about some “culture shock” of her own.  

This past summer, Miss Dyck moved to 

Canada to recover from some health issues 

and take time to recuperate. 

“I’ve been doing remarkably well, but I’m 

praying that the Lord will continue to heal me 

and make me stronger,” said Miss Dyck about 

her health.  

Some of the new Canadian culture shocks 

include living nowhere near the city and at-

tending a much smaller church than Fairfax 

Baptist Temple. 

Her new home is close to Purple Springs, 

Alberta, Canada, which she says is “very 

much in the country.” She is attending Faith 

Baptist Church in Lethbridge, Alberta. Miss 

Dyck drives an hour to attend each service but 

is truly thankful for the church. 

Though living in a new location, Miss 

Dyck hasn’t left teaching behind. She is now 

teaching several subjects at Tween Valley 

Christian School a small, private country 

school. While teaching English to senior high, 

junior high, and grades five and six, Miss 

Dyck also teaches computer courses to grades 

one through eight. 

When students reminisce on Miss Dyck’s 

teaching it is always fondly. 

“She’s a great teacher, and she taught me 

many things that I can use for life,” said 

Kyle, senior. 

While Miss Dyck is missed, students are 

certainly grateful to have Mrs. Groover step 

up and take her place. 

“I really miss her, but hey! Life is all 

about change, right?” said Gabby, senior. 

Miss Dyck summed it up best when she 

said, “Contentment and joy come when we 

have peace that we are fully surrendered to 

God and living in the center of His will.” 
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Left and center: Pearl and Diego, 4th grade, get to know their classmates during recess on the playground.  
Inset: John, 6th grade, Connor, 6th grade, and Sam, 4th grade, welcome Chris, 4th grade, with a rousing game of football.  

Top right: Joshua, 8th grade, pauses from a conversation with friends for a quick photo during his lunch hour. 

“I like being in orchestra . . . [and] I got 

elected as the vice president of orchestra . . . 

Apparently, I will help the teacher hand out 

music or set up for when the [orchestra] will 

be playing. Being the only French horn might 

be interesting,” commented Josh. 

As for the impressions the teachers and 

students have made on the new students, the 

comments have all been positive.  

“I like my teacher. She is very nice and 

funny. The students are interesting and fun-

ny,” said Pearl, laughing. 

“The teachers are strict but friendly . . . 

they get along well with the students. [My 

classmates] are quite friendly and very orga-

nized,” said Caleb, 6th grade. 

Crystal described her classmates as “warm, 

friendly, mostly with a mind to work hard in 

class and do well.” 

Chris, new to 4th grade, enjoys skateboard-

ing, ice hockey, Kung fu, Taekwondo, swim-

ming, football, rugby, and “everything.”  

“They’re nice,” Chris stated about his 

classmates.  
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Rebuilding requires  
patience and persistence 
The varsity volleyball team rises to the challenge 

by Bethany, senior 

Y ou have to play with heart if you want 

to win!” said Mr. Kidd, varsity girls’ 

volleyball coach, as the team huddled togeth-

er before the match. 

This year’s volleyball team has already 

faced difficult opponents, experienced defi-

cits, and obtained losses, but improvement in 

the team’s skill has already been evident.   

The presence of an “attitude to improve” 

will propel the team this season. 

“We just need to play hard!” said Millie, 

freshman, and varsity volleyball team mem-

ber. 

The 2012 volleyball season can be la-

beled as a “rebuilding year” because of the 

players and the talent that left with the senior 

class of 2012.  

“[This season] is difficult because of all 

the skill we lost with the seniors from last 

year,” said Hannah, junior, and varsity vol-

leyball team member. “We [the current varsi-

ty team] have never all played together, so 

it’s going to take time to get used to each oth-

er.” 

The shoes to fill are big, but the current 

varsity volleyball team knows the challenge 

ahead of them.  

“We need to work more as a team and 

listen to our coaches and teammates that are 

trying to help us out,” said Millie confidently. 

The team must always play their hardest, 

play with heart, and play with unity through-

out the season in order to win. 

“Fundamentals are key [to winning],” said 

Hannah. “We also have to play as a team and 

with heart.”  

“Forget, Focus, Finish!” is the rallying 

cheer of both players and coaches before eve-

ry game and at the end of timeouts.   

The girls must keep pushing forward and 

keep their eyes on the end result rather than 

focusing on the negative, the mistakes, and the 

previous season. 

First games kick off season 
Fairfax starts off the sports season well 
by Reagan, junior 

O n Thursday, Aug. 29, Fairfax’s soccer 

and volleyball teams played Lighthouse 

Christian School for the first games of the 

season. 

The soccer team played their hardest and 

won their game 5-0. 

“We played very well . . . . The team really 

came together,” said Coach Aliaga, excited 

about an early victory.  

“Considering [we had] such a young team, 

we did okay,” said Kyle, senior and team cap-

tain. “We definitely had good defense . . . like 

in looking down the field.”  

But even after a good game with a well-

deserved victory, the soccer team still has 

some skills to hone.  

“Get in better shape for starters,” said 

Coach Aliaga.  

“Definitely communication and looking to 

the outside of the field,” said Kyle.  

The volleyball teams also played hard, but 

Lighthouse still eked out a win.  

The thin line 
between order 
and chaos 
An inside look into the 
world of soccer referees 
by Collin, senior 

W histle blows . . . or the flag is up. They 

are eternally watching, making the 

game of soccer much safer. To count their 

value would be impossible. These privileged 

few are the referees of the game of soccer. 

“Referees make the game fun and safe,” 

said Erik Mays, grade 8 referee. One person 

can have a vendetta to ruin the game for eve-

ryone, but a referee can step in and save the 

day! 

Referees have different grades to deter-

mine what games they can arbitrate. A grade 

nine, which wears a light blue badge, can cen-

ter referee a U12 (under 12) recreational soc-

cer game. The most common grade among 

referees is the grade eight, who wears a plain 

black badge and, depending on age and expe-

rience, can referee up to adult leagues. 

The referees at a school game are specific 

for high school leagues. They can be grades 8 

or lower. Along with the clinic for the referee 

badge, they must undergo additional training 

to become a high school referee.  

“Referees have a hard job; they take a lot 

and it is not as easy as it seems,” said Mrs. 

Hawley, academy receptionist. With everyone 

watching and dissenting with each call a refer-

ee makes, there is quite a bit of pressure. 

“They ensure the game is played within 

order, but sometimes they deny us the physi-

cality that soccer requires.” This is true of 

some referees as they want to keep the game 

from spiraling out of control, which can hap-

pen very quickly. 

A referee is paid anywhere from $15-$16 

to up to hundreds of dollars for a FIFA refer-

ee. Most, if not all, referees, have their job as a 

side job to make a little bit of extra money. It 

is rare to see one who referees for a living. 

“They started well, but nerves got them,” 

said Mr. Niggl, JV volleyball coach. The JV 

lost in the fourth game.  

Varsity volleyball lost as well, but still 

played hard. The games were very close: 22-

25, 22-25, and 16-25. 

“[Even though] we lost our starters 

(graduating seniors) we did pretty well,” said 

Emmie, senior.  

Although the outcomes for the teams dif-

fered, it still looks like a great season to play 

for and support our Fairfax Baptist Patriots. 

Left: Collin, senior,  
Jason, freshman, and Nikoli, senior,  

give 100% in the match against Bethel. 

Right: After the game, both teams prayed to 
thank God for keeping them injury-free during 

the game and for safe travels on the way home.   

photos by Mr. Stevens, parent 

photo by Mr. Stevens, parent 

photos by Deanna Dyck, advisor 

Come out and support the Patriots! 
 

09/28  4:30 - Home game against Landmark - JV/Varsity Volleyball & Varsity Soccer 

10/01  4:00 - Home game against Heritage - JV/Varsity Volleyball & JV/Varsity Soccer 

10/04  4:00 - Home game against Evangel - JV/Varsity Volleyball & JV/Varsity Soccer 

10/09  4:00 - Home game against Faith- JV/Varsity Volleyball & JV/Varsity Soccer 

10/12  4:00 - Away game at Valley - JV/Varsity Volleyball & Varsity Soccer 

Don’t miss! 
 

State Preliminary games 

October 16-20 

 

State Tournament  

October 26, 27 

“ 

The referee lines up Kyle, senior, for the kick. 



Puny pinks to bold blues 
The long-standing nail polish law is finally lifted! 

by Camille, senior 

B lue, green, purple . . . magnetic?!  The 

nail polish color choices are endless. 

Your only parameters are your imagination.     

Just when the students had accepted the 

strict FBTA nail polish rule and adjusted 

themselves to a lifetime of unfashionable pinks 

and reds, the pendulum swang! Suddenly, 

without warning, the floodgates of color have 

opened and almost any color is now accepted.  

(Black or anything dark and appearing to be 

black is still on the “no-no” list.  Please refer to 

the student handbook.)   

"I think this gives the female students some 

variety without detracting from the uniform," 

said Mr. Kidd, administrator.  

"I am so happy they changed the rule be-

cause it's more fun to be able to wear whatever 

you want," Carlie, 8th grade, said.   

Indeed, the female students are excited 

about the old, long-standing nail polish rule 

being lifted.   

"I just love it!  But I sure hope it doesn't get 

abused.  After all, it is a privilege," said Han-

nah, junior. 

Under the former FBTA handbook rule, 

the only colors allowed had to be either in the 

pink or red families.  This rule, dating back to 

the beginning of FBTA in the early ‘70s, did 

not allow much leeway or individual expres-

sion. 

However, with the new "almost any col-

or" rule in place, the girls are free to express 

themselves and to reflect their moods on a 

daily basis.   

"I absolutely love the new nail polish rule.  

I can finally use my yellow nail polish," Sa-

rah, 6th grade, said. 

By allowing a variety of nail polish colors, 

girls now have a few more options. They can 

not only plan their shoes and jewelry but can 

also pick their nail polish colors to make an 

individualized statement about themselves, 

all while still maintaining the school uniform. 

"I’m glad the girls can enjoy their colors," 

said Miss Quinlan, English teacher.       

So the 2012-2013 school year will go 

down in history as a landmark year — at least 

in the nail polish department! 

¿Cómo say what? 
Freshmen experience mini culture shock  
during their first Spanish class 
by Victoria, freshman 

U pon entering Spanish class on the first 

day of school, the freshman were 

stunned as Señorita Quinlan rattled on in a 

language very few of them could understand. 

“This is going to be fun!” said Veronica, 

freshman. 

 “I grew up learning English not Spanish!” 

said Kristina, when asked why learning Span-

ish is so difficult. 

Miss Quinlan started off with a bang. 

Within the first few minutes, the class learned 

how to say “Hola,” “¿Cómo estás?” and 

“¡Adios!” 

Next, partners were assigned, and their 

brief conversations in español filled the room. 

The new language was especially hard for 

Jason, who does not always look forward to 

class.  In the hallway, he says “Hi,” then steps 

into the room and says “Hola,” explaining that 

the entrance to the room is a literal language 

barrier.   

However, Miss Quinlan has a brighter 

point of view. 
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These Trending TOMS 
What is so intriguing about these canvas shoes? 
by Sarah, junior 

W hy are so many people spending fifty 

dollars on canvas shoes? Where did 

TOMS originate? Who invented TOMS? 

Why are they so popular?  

Blake Mycoskie, the inventor of TOMS, 

took a trip to Argentina in 2006. While visit-

ing, he noticed that the Argentina farmers had 

a unique shoe that they wore while working 

out in the fields. When he came back to the 

United States, he redesigned the same shoe 

for American consumers yet stayed true to the 

original design.  

“I do not own a pair of TOMS, but I 

would definitely get a pair. They have a lot of 

cool patterns, colors, and styles,” said Millie, 

freshman. 

TOMS have a one-for-one movement. 

Whenever one pair of TOMS is bought here 

in the U. S., a new pair of shoes is shipped to 

a child around the world in need of shoes.  

Some people state that TOMS are the most 

comfortable shoes they own. They prefer this 

shoe over any other shoe whether for walking 

around an amusement park, going to the mall, 

or simply just wearing them to school.  

“They are comfortable, and I like to wear 

them to school,” said Elise, 8th grade.   

TOMS are also just simply popular. Many 

celebrities have been spotted wearing them. 

One of the Olympic medalists wore two dif-

ferent color TOMS together.  

“I think that is a really fashionable idea, 

and I am definitely going to do that too some-

day,” said Madison, sophomore, when asked 

about her opinion of the Olympians wearing 

two separate TOMS.  

Love them or hate them, TOMS are a 

trend worth noticing. 
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“I always look forward to class.  I love the 

language, and it is a double joy when the stu-

dents enjoy it too!” said Miss Quinlan. 

It sounds like this year is going to be fabu-

loso! 
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Miss Quinlan enjoys watching 
her students practicing their 

Spanish skills. 

Elementary Corner 
Enjoying a break from the regular routine,  

the 4th-6th graders make good use of the playground facilities.  

Shakti and Natalya, 4th grade,  
turn the jump rope for Jay, 6th grade,  

who gets some serious air between every jump. 

Jordan, 5th grade, climbs all over the playground  
equipment, but finds time to smile for the camera.  

Estefaniaa , Julie,  
and Sarah, 6th grade, are always willing  

to pose and smile . . . especially if it means  

they might get their picture in the newspaper.  

Ashley, 4th grade, swings peacefully,  
amid the shouting and laughing on the playground.  

Kristina, freshman, steps across the language barrier 
into the formerly unknown world  

of the Spanish language.   


